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RIGHT WORSHIPFULL 
Sir THOMAS ADAMS 
Knight and Baronet- 

TO 


Sir FRANCIS BICKL BY 


Knight and Baronet 


And to the reſt of the wothy Citi- 


zens of the now deſolate ( though 
_ not deſpairing ) City - 


| O F | 
E 0: N D a 
Eſpecially ſuch of them, as etther reſide ar 


Hackney, or are Governours of Saint T ho- 
»ass Hoſpital in Suuthwark, 


} $& # 
S | ® * 


'f® A Native of Lozdz, and true Mourner for the 
| | Calamity thereof,in gratitude to ſeveral of them, 


and in true reſpe& to all,dedicateth this moſt 
I Conſolatory part of his Meditations, wi- 
WW ſhins the reparation of all their loſs 
'R -- ſes 1n Gods dune time; and thetr 
compleat Aſſurance of an in- 
rereſt -in thoſe” better 
taings that cannot 
be loft. 
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DISCOURSE bib 367 


Of Deliverance ander loſſes adi 
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, -Leffesand Troubles, as well 'asatio* 
ther ourof them; muſt needs be/ g6og 
{en{e;becauſe'itis good Divinity:The 


holy: Ghoſt in the Scriptore ſpeakts 


of fucha thing; towhom it is impoſſible ro ſpeak 
either untruly or improperly. i It were blaſphe=- 
my-and non-ſenſ{cto charge him either with/fal- 
> ſhood or folly, -who is Truthand Wiſdontits 
 felfe;. and the Fountain of all thar Trurhignd 
Wildom which is diſperfed amongſtalbintelli- 
gent creatures, He himſelt tels us bow CHAR 
was heardinthe'prayers waict/he 'madeforDe- 
. Iiverance, unto him that was able ro {aveiirom' 
. death. Heb. 5.8. Yer was be nor favedifrom 

the Croſs, intimarting thereby; thar. there is a 
_ Deliverance ( properly enough fo catted ) under 
- thecroſs, as well as from under it, elſe how wis 
. Chriſt heard and _— as to the cup-which 

a ; he 
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he beg'd might paſs SH him ? Luke 22, 42, 
Which gevertheleſs-he was made to drink, unleſs 
his being ſtreagthened*ro undergoe itzas the nexc 


"IUSDEIN 

'yetſe tells uszthar then there appeared an Angel, 
ho heaven Frepgrhcning .,*him- . as alſo 
eing inabledro tt pH Over principallitics 
upan3he CroſÞ?i ol avis faidl Cab 215: might 
be interpreted an eminent Deliverance vouch- 
ſafed him in andupon the Croſs. IT am miſtak- 
en if the Apoſtle Paul in Rom: 7. 25, doth nor 
ave thanks-to God thorough: Jelus Chrilt 
for delivering lim as to the body of Death,which | 

yethe carryed about with him, and therefore was 
not.delivered from bur. under it, as the foregoing | 
words do ſhew, O wretched man that | am, 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of Death 2 
And in x Cor, 19,13. the Apoſtle faigh, Gods | 
faithful'who will with the tempration alſd$nake | 
a-way tocſcape (arta be delivered} 'that yEmay | 
be able to bear itz ſeeming thereby to infinuate | 
that Dcliverance arid Temptation may ſtand to- | 
gether, and do{o, when a man 1s. not 'tempred þ 
aboye what he is able, but rogether with the 
remprations hath:afſiſtance to bear it. Were nor 
the. Iſraclites delivered in the -red | Sea, Jonas 
inthe great deepand Whales belly>Damel in the 
Lipns,den ? the three children -in the fiery fur 
mace, \I ſay were they nor firſt truly delivered 
13 each of cheſe; as afterwards.'from and our:of 
them!?..,To-be keptunder water from drowning 
and-in the midft of fire, from being burnt, is De- 
liverance with a witneſs. Had the buſh that did 
burn and: was not conſumed: been. preſently 
me ſnatcht our of the fire, ic had not been 
ocminently delivered as it was: (por rat 
| undcr 
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4 (3) . 
under great troubles chough leaſt obſerved. by 

many, ate of all others molt obſervable and Em- 
pharicall : what more admirable promiſe than 


that Iſa. 43. 2» Hher thou paſſe thorough the 11- 


vers, they (hallinot overflow thee, mhen thou walkeſF 
thorough the fire, thou (halt or be burnt, neither ſhall 
the fleme kindle upon thee. , No. place can be more 
pertinent than-thar is, to prove there is{uch a 
thing as Deliverance under trouble 3; the notion 
is. worth our puriuing, becauſe ir is full of Com- 
forc ; ir opens as it were a new.{prins of; conſo- 
lation to tholc that arc uader crguble which mas 
ny did overlook before, as. Hagar did thoſe wells 
of water which . were —_— co. her. Many 
people have no mare/joy and-comfort than they 
have hopes of having thei loſles repaired in 
kind, and their temporal troubles remoyed,aad 
God knows whether that may ever be, when 
they thcm(elves deſpair of cr, their hearts:faile 
within them he thar thinks him(ſelt urterly un- 
doinne,and that it will nor be worth while for him 
to live, if Lovdon be nor ſuddenly rebuilc,trading 
ſpeedily reſtored, when theſe things appear un- 
likely, will be at bis wits ends, bur he that 
knows and believes that God ( who is ;anely 
wile ) can make him an4 his happy, though 
Loadon ſhould (till lye in aſhes, and trade nor 
revive in many years to come;. th.t God can 
work a Deliverance for him 1:72 and under all 
publick calamities,. and in deſpight of all and e- 
very of them, he I Gay will in paricnce poſſeſle 
fis ſoul. Sr." Pauls words ;. 1, Cor. 1. 4, ,At 

mnch ro be heeded, where: he faick,' Bleſſed he 
Ged who comforteth us in all our, Trion'arons; he 


doth not fay whozdelivereth us cur of all, but 
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zZ -. (4) 
who comforteth usin all our Tribulations; and 
whar 1s that but a Deliverance, under trouble, 
when God dorh comfort us in it? If there be 
{uch a this as Deliverance under trouble, mas® 
ny may and will rejoyce 1o the hopes of thar, 
who' are palit all hope ( though I; think that 
ſhould no: -be neither) of ever ſeeing ani end'o 
their preſent troubtes. They look upon Delive- 
rante out of the preſent calamitics to be at fo 
prear a diſtance, thatthey chink the ſteed will 
ftarve' whilſt the graſs grows, and their tar- 
kafles will fall in the wilderneſs, ere the time 
come for cntring into Canezy, But now by 
virtue of the notion I'am ſpeakins of, though 
I ſhould grant men of miſgiving minds, there 
are as. great unlikelyhoods as they can ſuppoſe, 
that they ſhould ever re-enjoy , ſuch houſes 
trades, eſtates, conveniencies, as formerly, or 
any thing comparable thereunto, yet may they 
live in a dayly expeRation of a comfortable 
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Deliverance, with and under thoſe calamities, | 


which are like to continue upon them ; that 


' Ged together with their temptations, will make - 


2, way tor their eſcape , men ſo perſwaded will 
beable to ſay with Habakkak, though the fig-tree 
bloſſome nor, and the labour of the Olive faile, 
yet will ( or may they ) rejoyce in the Lord, and 
joy inthe God of their Salyation. When Pas! 
prayed that the Meſſenger of Sathan, which 
baffetred him might depart, God gave him no 
aſſorance of rhar. at leaſt-wiſe for the prefenr, 
bat yer told him that which ſatisfied bim, rhough 
thar. evil meſſenger were likely to continue, 
namely, that his Grace ſhould be ſuſticienr for 
him, The Iſraclires ki ewthar their captivity 
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in Babjlon would certainly laſt ſeventy years, 
Therefore it was not chehopes of a {peedy De- 
liverance from thence »z that did bear up'the 
hearts of believers amongſt chem, but the hopes 
they had , that God would be good to them; in 
and under their captivity, and ſhow them mer- 
cy ina ſtrange land. If the 1ſraelres knew, as it 
is like they did, that they muſt wander no leflc 
than forty years in the wilderneſs, ere they 
came to Canaar , it wasthe Mercy and Delive- 
rance which they did expect in the wilderneſs, 
not out of ic,during all chat timegthat did ſuppore 
them; as hoping that in that howling dcterr, 

God would be no wilderne(s or Land of Dark- 

neſs rothem. If God ſpread a table for his peo» 

ple in the wilderneſs, if he give them! water 

out of the Rock, and Manna from heaven, are 


.nor thoſe rhings ro be reckoned  Deliverances 


( namely from the evils that in ſuch a place, 
they might expet ) though Quailes ſhould 
be with-held > Though rhe famine were 
not removed, yet (eeins Ehkjah was fed the mean 
time, though but by Ravens, ic muſt be ac- 
knowledged , that he was delivered in and 
under famine. If to the righteous there ariſe 
lighc in darkneſs, as is promiſed there ſhall, is 
not that Deliverance > Though Pazl and Silas 
were in priſon, and their fect in the ſtocks, yet 
it chey were ſo chearful there, as to fing praiſes 
ro God at midnight, As 16. 25. was not thar 
+_ Deliverance > Surely Pauland others: | 
whom he ſpeakes, were greatly delivered, even 
under chaſtiſement, ſorrow, poverty,and a kind 
of Death, yea Deaths often, or elſe he co) 1! 
eycrlay as he doth, 4" 6:9, 10. As dy: 
Las 6 Z = &S 
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and Lebold we live ,as ſorrowfell, yet alwaies rejocing,. 
_ #5 poor, yet making many rich, as having nothing, 


yet poſſeſſing all things, ; as if he had but the ſha» 


dowes of evill, bur the reallity and ſubſtance of 4k 


g00d things. He 1s delivered -trom death, as - 


ro whom the ſting of death israken away , and 


he from the noiſome peſtilence. who is ſecurcg, 
that the evill of it ſhall nor come nigh him | 
( which 1s all that ſeems intcaded by that pro- | - 
miſe Pſal 9 1.3. verſe, compared withthe tenth ) | 
David ſomewhere prayecs that God would bring 
his Soul out of trouble, and his Soul out of pris 
ſon. The Soul of a man.is the man, if thatbe 
brought our of crouble, in whole, or in part, 
though his body, his name, cate, relations are 
yet introuble, the man himſelt is delivered, A 
man may be ſick and well at the ſame time ( as 
Pax! was poor, and yet rich at the ſame time ) 
according to rhar of the Propher, the inhabi- 
tants ſhall nor ſay they areſick, for their ſins 
ſhall be forgiven them ; a man canbe bur well 
in Proſperity, and ic may be as well with us, 
yea and better with us in adverſity, all things 
con{idered ( as Davidſaith, it was good for hins 
that he was afflicted) and in that cafe is not a 
man truly delivered even under afflition? It 
May be God will be more with us in the water 
And in the fire, than ever he was our of it. As 
proſpeQive-glatles do repreſeat the objet near 
at hand, though it be ſome miles diſtant , ſo 
may this notion repreſent Deliverance ar the 
very dyor , or asthat which may come the nexr 
mornins, when forrow-came bur the evening 
before ( viz, Deliverance in and under trouble, 
which may be ſufficient for us) though Delive- 
Tancc 
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rance out of trouble, may ſeem as far from us 
as the Eaſt is from theweſff, thus may we hope 


# in one kind whilſt we deſpair in another, and 
* 'with Abrahams in hope, beleive even againſt 
7 hope, If outward calamity and miſery might 
# notconfiſt with more real happineſs and com- 
7 fort, than plenty and proſperity had wont co 
# afford, how could that promiſe of Chriſt be 
Z fulfilled, char chey who forfake all for him, ſhal 
| have a hundred-fold in rhis life,, and yer with 
Z perſecution, or in deſpighr thereof ? Lord ifmy 
E heart deceive me nor, T1 had rather partake of 
} thoſe Deliverances which many of thy ſeryants 
E haychad,with and under great and ſore trouble, 
| than of thoſe Deliverances out of trouble into 
# grcateft earthly proſperity, which - thou haſt 
 fometimes youchſafed ro wicked men. Thou 
{ who gavecſt to Paul and Silas, impriſoned and 
© inthe ſtocks, ſongs in the night, bur didſt make 
| Belteſhazzer tremble,and his knees ſmire together 


in the midſt of his ful cups and jovial company, 


rhou canſt imbitter the beſt of earthly condiri- 
| ons, andſ{weeten the worſt. Lord give me ra- 


ther a bitter cup of thy (weetning, than a ſweer 
cupof thy imbirtering. As for all the troubles 
which art this day are upon my ſelf , or any of 
thy people ; it thou wilt neyer deliver us our 


| of them, thy will'be done; but oh faile nor 


in (ach manner as hath been ſpoken ( and how 
elſe thou pleaſeſt) to ſave and deliver us under 
them, that experience henceforth , may render 
it no paradox to me-and others, thar there is - 
real Deliverance under trouble, as well as our 
of it, thar the ſnare of evil may nor be viſibly 
broken,and yet thy people may be deliyered: 


4 D1Ss 


DISCOURSE II. 


Of this, that the life of man conf ſts not in the abun | 


l ' ance of what he poſſeſſath.. 


Urely it is from a vain conceit; that the life 
of man conliſts in his abundance, that thoſe F 


who haye not an abundance ofcarthly comforts, 


doſo much cover aftcr ir ; and choſe thar have, | 
do ſo ;much blefſe chem(elves in it, as ſome are} 
broughr in ſaying, Zach, 11. 5. Bleſſed be the 
ror 1 am rich;& thoſe who have loſt of their Þ 
abndance do mourn ſo inordinately,forthe want | 
of it, But whatſocver men chink,Chriſt aſſures us | 
It is net ſo, Luke 12.15.For there (aith he, the life Þ 


. of 4mpan confiteth not in the abundance of the things 
which ke poſſeſſeth, \ I think ar preſent of fix or 


or {even inſtances wherein thar ſaying of Chriſt | 


$4544 4® 


is'vefified. Firſt, The length or prolongation | 


of mans life, doth not conſiſt in the abundance 
of what he poſicfieth, The oyle of riches cane 
not feed the lampe of life, Pſal. 49. from the 
6. to the 11. verlc, They that boaſt tkemſclues 
of their riches, none of them can redeem hs brotber , 


» 


er give to God a Yan(ome for him, that he ſhould ftill | 


Ive for ever, and not ſee corruption; for be ſeeth that 
wiſe men dye, and leave their wealth teothers. Look 
abroad and' you will ſce- more-poor men that 


tiave livedrco a great age than rich, (yea in pro- 


portion corhe number, there is of one and of the 


. ether;) S me diſcaſes which poor people gence | 
rally cfcapc out of, . and make but light of them, 


how often do they prove fatal. and deadly to 
them thar are rich? ,asit corruptiun were ambi- 
LJ | F1QUus 
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tiousto claime wadted of them, more than of 
others, and the hungry wormes to feed upon 
'# their well fed fleſh, rather than thar of others: 
#2 | to alludeto Fob 17. 14. I have ſaid'to corraption, 

E thou art my father, to the worme, thou art my mother, 
'# andmy ſfter:yoor men lengthen their lives by la- 
ife bour, & rich men too too often ſhortentheirs by 
le # Luxury.Neither deth the end of. mans life conſiſt 
ts, # in poſſeſſing an abundance;man yas not ſent 1n- 
© | to the world, to load himfelt with thick clay, 
ref or to adde houſe ro houſe, and land to land, 
he} as if he meant to dwell alone upon the carth, 
Ir to poſlefle himſelfe of ſo many hundreds, or 
Its thouſands by the year, and ſo leave it ro his 
IS poſterity. Thar theſe are. trifles to the great 
fe end which man was ſent inrco the world for, 
75 - appearcth by As 19. 27. where Pant tels us, 
r # thar God hath ſet man upon che face of the 
{t|# earth, ro ſeek after God ( there is the end of 
n# life) if happily he might find him ont. Nor in 
© 
e 


the rhird place, doth the Credit of a mans life 
conf1{t in the meere abundance of rhe things 
which he poſſefleth ; they thac have nothing 
s# to commend them but their riches, though 


a they are flattered by many, are truly honoured 
IF burtbya few, moſt men wil bow downeto thoſe 
7 idols of Silver and of God, as I may cal them 
. (becauſe it-js the faſhion ſo ro doe) but when 
; their backs are turned upon them, they are rea- 
| dy to ſay of them, as the Apoſtle concerning 


| idols in the general, 1 Cor. 8. 4. we know that 
| an Idol is nothing:in the world, 'we know 
'|F fuch a one for all his braye ovtſides, andrhe 
caps and knees that are given him to be a worth- 
Icfle perſon 5; ard to fienifte juſt nothing, 
c 
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He is like a_rich. tomb wichout, which is ſo 
$ I] furniſbed within, that ic is not worth open- 
= : ing, Fourthly, Neither doth the uſefulneſſe ÞÞ to 
0 of mans life, conſiſt 1n che abundance of what # © 
; he poflefſeths Solongon tels of a poor man that # jr 
by his wiſdome delivered a City, Eccleſe 9. 15. ® (a 
| Thar a rich man void of wi{domycould not have | þ1 
: done with all his wealth; lome do more good in | þ; 
| che world with a little, than others doe thar | y 
have great eſtatess There are little figures in Þ it 
the world, and great Ciphers, great ones that Þ ( 
ipend all they can rap and rend together, up- Þ n 
on their luſts, and no body 15s the better tor it; Þ 2 

C 

\ 

1 


Ci 


and others of meane condition, thas are cone - 
rent to ſpend, and to be ſpent for publick good, | 
Some griear trees do bur ſhade and preyent the | 

growth of other plants, and meanetime beare | » 
no fruic themſelves. Fifthly, Neither doth | «< 
E the ſucceſſchulneſſe of mans lite, and of the un- Þ j 
by derrakings, thereof depend wholly upon the Þ 1 
3 abundance of what he poſleſſeth. How many Þ| - 
4 elder brorhers that have had grear eſtates letr | 
them by their Parents, great portions with their | | 
Wives, have in a few years, by Drunken- 
neſic, Gaming , Whoreing,one or all of theſe, 
reduced themſelves and ther families to a more 
{ell of Bread , ſelling their birth-right as it 
were, for a Meſlc of Portage ? And on the 
other hand , how many younger brothers that 
have beenbound to honeſt crades, and had no 
more from their parents, than a competent ſtock 
ro ſet up with, have with the bleſſing of God, 
upon their induſtry , arrived at great eſtates? 
How many have ſct up with ſmal ſtocks, ( it 
may be with nothing clic bur a ſtock of Credir J 
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(off and in a few years, became very rich > andon 
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the other hand, how many have had grear ftocks 
to begig with, and have ſoon brought them to 


| nothing? - Sixthly, Neither doth the life ofmen 


inand as totheir children (in whom parents are 
ſaid to live) conſiſt in, or depend upon the a- 


have to give them ; how many fathers have gt- 
ven grcat portions with their children, think» 


ing to match them highly, and in a few yeats 

{ '( yea months ſomerimes ) have ſeen both their 

| money and their children caſt away? Others 

! againe have had lictle wherewithto prefer their 
children in marriage, and yet have (een them as 

{ well difpoſed of,asift cheycould have given:them 
# thouſands. - Neither are good and comfortable 


| | yokefellows, the onely things that men are not 
# {ure always to purchaſe, for their children by gi- 


ing great eſtares with them, bur many other 


' things thcre are that parents wiſh to (ce 1a their 
| children, as namely, . Health, Strength, Free- 
{ dome from Deformity, Wiſdome, Grace, which- 
| things if they be wanting , cannot be bought 


for them with all the Gold that 1s in both the 
Indies, neither can parents comfortably live or 
injoy themlelves in their children, it all or moft 
of thoſe things be wanting, Laſtly, the hap-: 
pineſſe and comfort of mans lite ( which take + 
tobe that which Chriſt here chiefly intends by 
the life of man) doth certainly not conſiſt in 

the abundance of what he poſſeſſerh; it is one 

thing to poſſeſle, and another thing to injoys 

he may injoy morethat poſſeſſerh lefle. Hear 
Dawid, 'Pſal. 37. 16, A lt Ur that a yighteons mas 
bath 1s better than the riches of many wicked, Some 
men 


men have more comfort in adiſh of green herby 
rhan others can find in a ſtalled Oxe, Zophi 
ſpeaking of awicked man, Fob 20, 22. ſai 


| that in the fulneſſe of his ſufficiency, he ſhall be in 


ſtraits, and why may not good men in thei 


midl(t of their ſtraits, have a kind of ſufficiency; 
the Scripture telling us , that a geod man iz 
ſatisfied from hini{elf. I doubt notbur ſome, 
and thoſe the very ſame perſons, have had 


more contentment inz or 1njoyment of Godzand | 


of themſelves in a lower and poorer, than ever 
they had ih a higher and more plentiful condis 


tion, which hath reconciled them tothe liceralfi 
interpretation of theſe words, James x. 10, Leif 
the rich ( which may be underſtood of him rhat 
was rich ) rejoyce tn that he is made low, Moſt men 


count it eaſier, when they are once down, to fit 
low, than to fir high. The body may be roo 
full of blood ro conſiſt with health, as well as 


roo. empty , though that blood be all good: 


There is a Plethora or Redundancy of good blood, 
as well as a Cacochymia or Swperfinity of bad 
humours, which makes men lefle: chearfal, 
than they would otherw';ſec be;lo that breathing. 
a veine may give ſome relieke againſt Melan- 
cholly, Wiſe Marriners having caſt away 


ſome of their lading'in a tempeſt, do with more | 
hearts-eaſe and ſecurity injoy the reſt ; ſo fareth 
it wich ſome men, after conſiderable loſſes , they | 
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are better ſatisfied with a part, rhan they were | 
betore with the whole. TI ſee then expe- 


rience doth abundantly confirme what Chriſt | 
hath fpoken, touching the life of man not con- | 


| ſiſting in the abundance of that he poſſefſeth. I 
mult then take leaye to think, thoſe _ ay 
ICK* - 
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$f fck-brained that think, no mancanbe happy 
3 


unlefſe he have ſo many hundreds,yeathouſan 
by the year. Let a man make me belicye it hecan, 
thar no man'\can make a-pleaſanc meale: wider 


| rwenty orthirty diſhes, when T knowaman'may 


feed as delighttully upon two or three ,' yea 1t 
may be upon one. Perfwade us who' can 
that no man can travel a few males to his ful con- 
tent wichout- a Coach and. {1x Horſes: or that 


| a man cannot fleepe (ſweetly any where 
| bur upon a bed of down» hung with velyet cur- 
| rafnes, when we all know the contrary. I like 
our proyerb well, Enough is as good as a feaſt; 
| (yea ordinarily it is better ) 1 doubr not bur 
| Diſcontent is as often clad in Silksand Satrins 
} as in leather doublers and canvais breeches, ma» 


riy times cafjer teer goc in plainer ſhooes; give 
me rathcr high ſhooes (uch as Plow-men wear, 
withſound toes in them, than high great goury 

het treddin 
the dirt, where I can ſtand faſt, than walk up- 
on {mooth-ice, where I ſhall alwaics be in- fear 
of falling z it then abundance of carthly things 
can neirher prolong my dates, nor give me the 
true eadot lite,. nor help me ro that good name 
which is indeed a precivus ointment, nor aſſure 
me of {uccefle, nor make me to be more uſe- 
tn), nor make my children more happie than 
withthe bleſſing of God they may be wichour: 
it, nor finally afford me more ——_ and -c0n-' 
rentment 1m my life, than others have, who'have 
noabundance, if God hath diminiſhed my abun- 
dance, Ihaveno reafon to mourne asone with- 
aut hope,” or as Micabdid,' when his idol Gods 
were taken from him, as it he had been 
quite 


quie' undone. If God lo pleaſe, I may in chi 
impaired condition, be as happie, yea more than 
ever | was. In thy favour O Lord is life, yea thy 
favouris better than life irs (c1fe,Pſal, 3 0. 5.2.63; 
3.Lift thou u7 npon me the light of thy conntenaure;| 
and it ſhall make my heart more glad, than thy 
. whoſe Corne and Oyle increaſe, Lec me be ſo tar 
 fromthinking I ſhall never ſee good daie more; 
becauſe :I haveloſt a parc, yea it may be the 
greateſt 'part of what I ſometimes had, asne& 
vertheleſle ro hope, that my laſt daies though 
much the pooreſt, may be my verte belt. 
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Of the Leſſons of an affiifed eſtate well learnt, thei, 
muking way for proſperity to inſut, | 220 


pray % AY 6Y Rs © way 


He beſt waf®ro gaine, or regaine proſpe- 
ritie, is to learne apace in the ſchoole of 
Adyetfitice. Aifliction is a teaching thing, for 
we read of Chriſt himſelfe thar he did learne 0« 
bedicnee:by the things: he ſuffered, Heb. 5. 8. 
As the Law is (aid to bea School-maſter to bring 
us to Chriſt,ſo is miſery a School-maſter to bring 
us to.happineſs, incafe we give our ſelves tobe 
raughtby ir. As patents will keep their chil- 
dren at 'fchoole no'longer when once they arc 
fit for che Utniverſkiez- bur ſend them thither; 
fo will Gad tranſlate hispzople to rhe Academy 
of a more pleaſins condition, when they are 
dulic ripened and prepared for i t by the ſchoole 
of adverfitie; witneſſe rheſe words of the Pſal- 
miſt, Pfal. 94. 12,13. Bleſſed is the man whom 


w_”—_ 
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thou 


Law; that thou najeſt give him refF from the aayes 
wh of Adverfey, Atfiiction is ' Gods plow, with 
+8 which he breaketh up rhe fallow ground. of 
8. mens hearts, and when that is done, he is moſt 
ready to ſow the ſeedes of peace and comfort, 
as it.is written, light is ſownetor the righteous, 
and joy for the uptight in hearr,, Now \fowing 
preſuppoſerh plowing, nor would the hasband- 
man- doe-the former wiz.--plow , but that he 
oh intends the latter, viz. to caſt in his ſeed, and 
would thereby prepare for-ir, Now there arc 

E ſeveral Leflons which God doth or would reach 
—| mcn by his ſpeaking'rod inafflition, if men 
'Þ doe or would hear rhe voice of that rod, and 
| im tharc hatch- appoinced ir. Firlt, 'G&d by 
affliction would teach men to prate.1s any man 


"Fl ficted.ler him praic, Fay. Affliction quick- 

KF ens men unc9o Praler, As Abſolom tetcht Toab to 
of bim by ſetting his corne on fire: in their affliQti- 
off on they will ſeek me earlie, ſaith God;'yea and 
wo it- allo quickens men 10 praier, Chritt inhis A- 
| 2onje prayedy*tr more ferventlic. Chrift offer. 


> | <d up prayers with lirohs crying and'tears to 
| him chat wasable to (ave him from death: -10- 
timaring that the approach of 'dearh did-help 
ro quicken him, . Hebe 5. 7. Ttisa Proverb," he 
1. that cannot pray, ſend him to'Sea , afflitionis a 
dangerous Sea, and God (ends-many merthi- 
ther, that they may learne how to pray. *"Aftet 
Paul was (truck down to the eatth, and rerrily*- 
ed with a voice from heaven we quicklic heat of 


wont t& doe 1n' former times, for thar he' was 
a Phariſce, but now he ſo prayed and toſo good 
Wha purpole 


RE .. - that Was 
thes chafteneſfO Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy 


y 

x | bim* Behold he prayeth! As 16, 11. fohehiad. 
, 

; 
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 parpale as he never. did betore; And 1s not prajill 
or ( {uch as.it.may.be ) a good meansto ger 6y 
of, affliftion > is 1c not; ſaid, call uponme in th 
day of affliction,and-I wilt deliver thee? Pſal. ge 
I 5s and in P[al.107.17.19. We read, Fools becaul; 
of their Tranſgreſſions are affiied; then they cry. 
the Lord is their trouble, he ſaveth them out of thei 
D;$&reſſes, alſo yerſe 13. It our afflition do.ngt 
cauſe us to rcſtraine prayer from the Almighy 
(like him that Caid,chis evillis of the Lord, why 
fhowd I wait on him any longer? ) our prayeij 
will prevaile with God, ro reſiraine affliction in 
his duc time and manner. Secondly, Anothaf 
Leſion which afflition reacheth us ( or rather 
God by.it ) is to walk humbly, and tobe hum 
ble, I am ſure is the ready way to be exalted, 
In Dew:.8.2. We read how God lead the Iiraclirgy t 
40. years in the wilderneſs to humble them, im} 1 
plying that a wilderneſs condition,tends ro hum | 
ble men. Earchly good things are the tucl of pridefff 7 
andthereforepride cf lite is ſpoken'ot as if it wer * 
a third: part -of all. che things chat are in the 
world,z Fehr 2. 16. Al that is inthe werld is, the * 
Iuff of the fleſhy the Init of the eze, and the pride [ 
ef ife,that is fuel to theſe;now when the fuel is ax 1 
bated,it may beexpeRed char the fire will {lake} 1 

{ 
| 
| 


And will not hurlity- make way. for our Deli-E 
verance? Surely it will, wiznefle that promile, 
Lev.. 26. 41, 42. If then their nncircumciſed hearts 
be humbled, then will I remember my covenant 
with Facob,and 1 will remember the land, If God 
humble us; he wil. doe us good in our latter end, 
Dent.8.2, Sce the promiſe James 4.10. humble 
Jour ſelves in the fight of: the Lord, aud heef;all lift 
778 up. Doth not God by his Prophet tell us, 

| Iſaiah 


Iſ4. $7-15.That he dwelle 
f-cricego revive them? Thus, you ſee affliction doth 
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th with the humble,& cone 
as it wete,. prepare Anridotes to expell its (elf ; 
as ſome of our beſt Antidotes, for expulſion of 
poylon, are taken from the bodies of poyſonous 
creatures ; as Serpents, Vipers. And afflition 
{ſanftified, works humility, and.hutnility-exer- 
ciſed, works out. affliction, _ Thirdly, Athird 
Leflon, which God by affliftion,teacheth man, 
is to. be patient, and to ſubmit to bis divine 
will. And this alſo will be fouiid aa excellent 
means toremove afflition, and recover proſpe- 


| ticy in due time. We. read Rem. 5. 3, How that 


Tribulation worketh patience, and patience expert- 
ence, and experience that hope which maketh not a= 
ſhamed. Now that which produceth an unflat- 
rering hope, doth ſurely contribuce to delive- 


'rance, both as it 1s a kind of cauſe, in which 


hope foreſeeth ſuch an iflue ag deljverance-is, 
as alſo, for that hope is as it were deliverance 
anticipated, for we are ſaved by hope; faith 


the texts Rom, $. 24. But more plainly, Fame: 


$5. Ie Ye have heard of the patience of Job, (aitti 
hey: and bave ſeen the end of the Lords Job Was 
patient, and God afterwards gaye him double 
in lieu of what he bad caken from hin; it is 
good that a man ſhould quietly wait. fot the 

alyation of the Lord, Fam. 7, 16.,and verſe 5, 
The Lord is good to them that wait for bis, God 
fomerimes hath all his end in afflicting, whets 
he hath but made us hutnbly to ſtoop and fybe. 
mit, Levit,46.41 +1 'f then they ſhall accept the phniſh< 
ment of their imgmty, that is,if they did paticntly 


beat the indignation” of the Lotd, as having 


finned againſt him,and ſubmit to the rod, then 


God promiſcth that he woyld remember their 


lafid, 


E664... a k 
laid, 8cc;"ft" is Gods miativer wo withdraw ahe 
fiftions, when he hath once accompliſhed rhs 
end. tor which he ſent them. Eſa, 10.12. God 
ſaith, that when he had' performed his wholt 
work upon Mount Zr and Ferasſalens, thenf 
would he puniſh the fruir of the ſtout heart of 
the King of Aſjris, who was their oppreflor;f 
Tf thenthe deſign of God in atflicting, be: only 
ro make us 7; ae ro his will ( as ſomerimg 
it is) when we have learnt to do that (like «A: 

braham that was become willing to ſacrifice hisf 

Tſaac,which was all God intended to purhim to) o: 
then is deliycrance in one kind or other nor far { 
off. God doth not intend to make ſome men} fi 
always poor , and deſpicable, though they artÞ at 
fo for the preſent, bur yer the copy of hilt V 
countenance towards them, is as if he meantÞtt 
they ſhould always be in adyertity, where: 
all he ſtands upen, is to make them conteared 
ſo to be, if (ſuch be his will concerning then 

.and when they have quietly laid themfelys 
down at Gods feer, bound their /ſaac to the 
alrar with a true intent to ſacrifice him 'to theſſÞ ar 
nope} pleaſure of God, and ſtrerch forth their ch 

and to doit,rhen comes as it were a voice fromſf ar 
heaven ſaying,lct it alone,ir i1s'cnough that. thor 
baſt done already;Behold I will accept a Ram fo 

a burnt offering , inſtead of thy ſon, as God 

dealt With Abraham, Gen. 22,13. God doth 

many things bar to try us and make us believe 
he will rake all from us (when be meatis onely 

"to wean us from all ) that he may ſay of us,a 
of Abrahamy, Gen, 22.12, Now know thoufear-| Tt 

eff God, for thow baſt«not withbeld thy Soy 3 "4by rin 

onely Sor from me, To "be content always, ſw 
to Þe in troubles if God will haye it foy is the 
way 


way to cottic out is one good way to eſcapes 
Fourthly, Affliction teacheth us co live under 
an awful ſenile of God. Iris a Schoole of fear 
as to God, Pſal. 119. 120, My fleſh trembleth 


ug for ftar of thee, and 1 am afraid of thy judgements, 


(faith David to God.J If God appear as a 


| conſuming fire, one maine uſe we are to make 


of it is, to ſerve hina with Gedly fear 5 Heb. 12, 
Now ir is evident, that a due tcar of God doth 
make way for Deliverance out of trouble : 


B88 When God-ſaw that Abrahis was (o teartul to 


offend him,*thart he durſt not wichhotd his fon 7- 


if ſaxc whom God had commanded him to facri- 
nll fice wich his own hands,he gave him1/aac again, 


and accepted a Kam in his ſtead; Gen; 22.1 24 
When God had brought Marafſech to know 


I that the Lord was God, that iszto fear and re= 


yerence God as became him, and ro humble 
bimſelf before him, then ſaith che rext, the Lord. 


nll beard bis ſupplication and brought hins again to 
ol Ternſalem, into bis Kingdome , 2 Chron, 33613; 


1 Fifthly , Affliction is a Schoole of obcdience 


and circumſpet walking, Eph. 5:t5;16. Set 
then that yee walk circumſpetiy, becatiſe thi dajes 
are evil, Thoſe that walke in the dark take. 
more than ordinary care leſt they ſtumble, and 
fall, now dayes of evill or affliction, are call- 
ed dayes of darknefſe, Proſperity hath hard- 


ly more Temptations on one hand ; than great 


affliction hath on rhe other hand : hence Agur 
deprecates poverty, Prov. 30, g. Leſt I be poor 
and Steale , and take the name of the Lord in vame, 


r The Apoſtle was afraid leſt the inceſtuous Co- 
byBrizthian, if not timely comforted , might be 


he 


ay 


{wallowed up of two much ſorrow, 2. Cor, 247. 
vh and 


b (20 ) 
-- and leſt Sathen ſhould get an adyantage ag 


him, verſe 41. affli&tion'is a tempeſt, and there: 
fore we muſt do.like Pilots, who ſtecr with 


greateſt circum{pettion in a ſtorm * the bard | 


troſt of adverſity, though 1t beapt to kill cer- 
tain weeds, as pride, fſecurly, and ſuch like? 
ycrtif care be not taken, it may alſo nip man 
hopefull blofſomes (as unfeaſonable froſts uſe 
todo.) It ſuch eminent worthyes as Elijah, Job, 
Fonas,, Jeremy, were between whules wotle for 
thoſe afflitions, which ſhould. have made 
them better, ( as we know they were) we had 
nced look to our ſelves, and wa'k circumſpett 
ly at ſucha time. Now that our ſodoing will 
make way for our deliverance, David tels uy 
Pſal.50. 23. To bin that order:th his converſation 
aright, will I ſhew the Salvation of God. And the 
Prophet, Iſa. F9, 20. The Redeemer ſhall COM: 
to Zion, and unto them that turne from tranſgreſſion 
in Faceb, Sixthly, Another Leflon which at: 
flition reacheth menzis to redeem time, Fph. 5, 
16. Redeeming the time becanſe the dayes are ewvill 
Youngs Scholars are not more ordinarily whip 
for-any thing , than for loſing their time , and 
in order to making them ſpend their time bet: 
cer. Wehavenever lefle time to lofe than whe! 
the rod of the Almighty is upon our backs. Af 
fAiftion makes work whereloeyer it comes (a5 
Sickneſſe in a Faniily ufeth ro do) and time 
isrEen moſt precious, when we have moſt 
work upon our hands, when we have moſt to 
do; yea it alſo indilpoſeth for work, and when 
the iron 1s blunt, we had need put to the more 
ſirengc>. Travellers make the beſt of their 
tms in the depth of winter, and will nary 
' raw 
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draw bit till night, becaufe rhe ſhortnefle of 
the dayes, and badneſſe both of the wayes and 
weather are great hindrances, When we look 
for che grearcſt impediments, we bad need 
rake the'moſt. time before us; neither is the 
Redeeming of time more a duty in Aﬀe 
flition, than a dire meags to ger our of ir.- 
Take one inſtance for all in Paul and Silas, who 
being in priſon, were redeeming their mid- 
night time from - reſt and fleepe, for ſinging 
and praiſing of God, As 16. And the uexr 
news we have of them is,they were both mira- 
culouſly ſer at liberty. Laftly, Atflition 1sa 
Schoole of Faith and Afﬀtiance in God. David, 
ſaith Pſal. 63, 3. Ar whar-time he was afraid 
he would put his ruſt in God, and when he 
was overwhelmed, he would fly to the rock thar 
was higher than he, meaning to God; and 
upon the wing of fairh. And it is ſaid that ſhe 
who is a widdow indeed truſteth in God, and 
why ſhe thatis a widdow, rather than ſhe wha is 
a wife, bur becauſe the condition of a widdow, 
is-ordinarily more aiflited and diſconfolate : 
Moreover Affligions are callcd the tryal of our 
Faith. All which paſſages prove that affliction 
is a Schoole of Faith. as well asof patience. Now. 
withall ir is famouſly known, that rhe exerciſe 
of Faith, and dependance upon God,is-a'norable 
expedient for the removal of Afidtion.” Whar 
miracles of Deliverance are attributed to Faith, 
Heb, 11, 33. By Faith they ſtopped the mouths 
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped 
the edge of rhe {word,turned ro flight the armies 
of the aliens; and paſſed the rcd Sea, as upon 
dry land ; which the Egyptians eflaying to doe 
CY were 


wth | h 
were drown'd, ver.29. And if you will havef 
from the mouths. of two witneſſes, lct rtharofff + 
the Pſalmiff be added Pſal. 32,4. Our fatherifÞ « 
truſted in thee, ad thon didſt deliver _ chem, thy | 
 trafied in thee and were not confounded. Thus have 
I 
F 
i 


1 mentioned ſeyendoors belonging to the valley 
of Acor ( which ſignifies-trouble ) or. ſo many 
wayes of elcape our of Affliction , which af { 
alfo dutyes in and under 1t, I fee then in this 
cafe there are two gaps may be ſtoprt with one 
hedge (a man may #a fidel:4 duos dealbare pa- 


2 
rretes)) there are two intentions may be an{werel 
ed with one and the ſame medicine ; two que; #1 
ſtions may be equally ſatisfied with one and theſff 4 
ſame an{wer ; namely theſe two, how oughtI 7 


to carry my ſelfe under Atfiftion > and what 
courſe ſhould I take to get out of Affliction x 
He that ſtudierh- the latter, onely, ſhall be ableff :4 
todo neither, he that minds the former welhſ « 
ſhall doe both under one. © He that confidenfff H 
onely how to get out of Affliction, trouble h 
himſelte with Gods work, and neghkQs hisownyiff y 
and neither can he himſelte do what be aimcll w 
at nor juſtly expeft that Gcd ſhould doe it forff f} 
him. -. But he that makes it his onely buſineſi 
to catry himſelfe under Affliction, as he oughr; 
doth what be can, andinereſſeth God te do 
that which tnmſelft cannot doc, let us doe 0 
part, and: God will not faile to doe bis, and 
{o both will be done. E 
 Wenced not trouble our ſelyes, about getting] tt 
into another form, let us but out-lcarn cthers}f tt 
tha are inthe ſame form (v:z.of Affition)withÞ d 
us , or at-leaſt-wile keep pace with the beſt of L 
them, and our maſter which is in heaven, w { 
take 
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mke.cate: of our ARE into atother forme, 


that is: more to be defired, when we ſhall be fir 
for it; I find, God very .angry with thoſe Jews 
that would think of nothing but comming out 
of captivity, ſo ſoon almoſt as they were gone 
into it, - and would..hearken to any lytng Pro- 
phers that would ſooth them up with ſuch plea» 
fing ftories ; whereas their duty was to bring 
their ſpirits to be content with a captivity of 
ſeventy years long, to learne the law of ſach 
2 condition as that, and to comply with it, 
ſce Jer. 275.8. Andit ſhall come to paſs that the Na- 
tron and Kingdom, which will not pat their ntck_ uw 
der the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar , that Natiog will 
puniſh with the Smard,aud Famine, and Peſt ilence, 
till I bave conſum'd them by his hand. And yetlc 
17. Hearken not ts thew (namely who ſaid, that 
the veſſels of the Lords bouſe ſhonld ſhortly be browght 
again from Babylon, verle 16, for they propheſie 4 
he to you ) (ervethe King of Babylon and live, asit 
he had ſaid, Buckle your ſeiyes to the dury of 
your captive cſtate., patiently beare the yoke 
which God harh put about your necks, and it 
ſhall be becter for you both ar the preſent, and. 
for the furure. Apprentices that: caſt oft rhe 
yoke before they haye ſerved out their time, 
doe many of them never come to be free-men, 
whilſt they live, . Hanamab his divercins rhe 
Fewes, from the duties incumbent upon them 
as deſigned for a long captivity, by telling them 
that within two years, God would bring again” 
the captives of Ja#deb, Jer. 28, 4. Þ ſay his fo 
doing coſt him his life, verſe 16. Tha faith the 
Lord,this year thou (halt dye, &'c. I caimor but ob-- 
ſcrye how God commanded the Jews to provide. 
oe - for 
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for a laſting captivity» Fer..28. 4- Thus ſaith the 
Lord, to theſe whom I baut cauſed to be carryed: a+: 
way from Jeruſalem to Babylon,build yes houſes and 
dwell inthem,and plant Gardens and eat the fruit of 
them : Take ye wives and beget ſons and daughters, 
And feck:the peace of the (ity whether I have cauſed | 
you to be carryed captives , and pray to the Lord 
for 11, & ce Asif he badſaid,expett not to come out 
from thence ſaddenly,but make the beſt of that 
condition I have allotted tor you, and. carry 
your (elves under it as becomes you, be ſarisficd 
and content with it, and quiecly wair till my 
time ſhall comezeven the f(er-time for your Des» 
liverance. can do no lefle than turn rhe advice, 
] have given to my ſelfe and orhers,inco ſuch 
petitions as follow; - Lord thou haſt greatly Af- 
| flicted us, teach us thereby fo to call upon. thee, 
in this day of our trouble, chat thou mayſt in 
due time deliver us. Humble us under thy | 
mighty hand , that thou mayeſt liit us up, 
Sive us ſo to {ubmirt to thee, and accept our 
- puniſhment, that thou mayſt remember our * 
Jand. - Give us ſuch patience as thou gaveſt rot | 
thy ſervant Jeb, that thou maylt makefuch an 
ifſne for ns, as thoudidſt for him. Cauſe usroÞ 
fcar-thy great name, that when we pour out} - 
Qur crycs to thee, who canlt deliver from death, 
25 Chriſt did in the dayes of his fleſh ; we may 
be heard as he waszin that he feared. Cauſe us 
ro order our conver{(ations aright,that thou may- 
ct ſhew us thy Salvation, Give us to redeem 
rrme in an evil dav, as Pax! and Sas did, that 
thou by thine ouiſtrerched arm, mayſt reſcue. 
us as thou di iſt them, knocking off the chaines 


atid fctcers of our preſent troubles: Aud above 
| all 
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all things'cauſc us to abound in faith , as oxy fa- 
thers truſted tu thee, and were delvvered ; they traffted 
+. thee, and were not confounded, We defireto ſay 
with the three children, The God whops we ſerve 
| © able to deliver uy, even ont of a fiery furnace 
which hath been prepared for wa ; but whither he 
will orno, we will truſt in him ; Whilſt chou 
t chaſtencſt us , O reach us our of thy Law, and 
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CY weſhall not need to doubt but thou ar length 
/ wilt give usrelt from the daies of adverſity. 

: DISCOURSE IV. 

; | Of betng context with Food and Rayment. 


WY 


He" many would be wel ſarisfied with what 
the Fire hath lefr rhem,it they could but take 
that excellent counſe) which the Apoſtle giyes 
tiem,1 Tin. 6.8. Having food and raymentylet us be 
therewith content, Statclic Houſes,noble ſhops,tull 
Trades, vaſt lacomes , ſome have not now as 
formerlie, who yct have food and rayment for 
them and rheirs. Did Facob 12dent with God 
for any more 2 Gen, 28. 20. If God will give me 
bread to eat, and rayment to put on, then jhall the 
Lord be my God, Did Agar ask any more of _ 
God, (as for the things of this wor}d,) when he 
{aid, Feed me with food convenient ? Yea, did he 
not deprecate that which was mnch more,when 
he ſaid Gwe me wot riches, leſt, c, Dare we abſoe 
lucely pray tor more than daily bread, (and &- 
ther things as neceſſarie for life, whereof ray- 
ment 1s one ?) and ſhall we peremprorilie deſire. 
more rhan we dare to pray for > Can thoſe 
dcfires be regular ; which we fear to make the 
mat= 
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rrarter of our prayers? 

us as much as we chink:lawtul and-fic to pray, 
for, why ſhould we not be comeent 7 Turn your 


deſires of greater things than theſe, into the. | 
form of a prayer , and hear how it will ſound +; 


Lord give me riches, though Agar were fo un- 
wife as tO pray againſt them. Lord give me 
with D:ves ro be cloathed with Purple and fine 
Linnen , and to fare ſumptuouſlie every day; 
or to have wherewirhall ſo ro do, Lord give 
meſo many hundreds by the Year,more than I 
need ro ſpend. Lord give me one thouſand 
pound at leaſt; buc rather two or three for eyery 
childe ; I cannoc be content with leſs as a por- 
tion for cach of them. Offer if you dare to pur 
fuch Incenſe as this1nto Chriſt his Golden Cen-+ 
for; Appear it you dare with ſuch requeſts as 
thele at the Throne of grace ; Expe@ it you can 
that as to (ich requeſts Jeſus Chriſt ſhould inters 
cede for you, Soabſurd prayers cannot be good 
deſires; nor can 1t be otherwiſe chan abſurd to 
be diſconcented for the want. of thoſe things 
which were abſurd to'pray for. How many 
of our betrers have barelie food and ray- 
ment, and yet are very thankful for what 
they: bave > The Iſraelites in the Wilders 
neſs had bur bread and water , when for their 
murmuring they were de{}royed of the deſtroy- 
er,1 Cor. 10. Beware of grumbling at Manna, 
and laſting after Quailes , leſt for ſo doing your 
carcaſles fall inthe Wilderneſs y as theirs did. 
If che end of life were to eat and drink, ir 
were another matter ; but if the end of eating 
and drinking be, that we may hve, ſuch food as 


will keep ys alive and in health,ought to be ac-. 
| ceptcd 


r, if God vouchſafe. | | 
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| cepted with thankfulncſs : what afeaſt would a 
bely-full of. bread- be counted in a time of fa= 
| mine. How precious was an Aﬀes head, yea a 
| cab of Doves dung in the famine of Samaris, 
= 2 Kings 6: 28, Are we better than Lazarus who 
would have been glad of Dives his crums > 
« If that were a parable, then Lazarms is there 
pur.not for one perſon, but for every one, that 19, 
{uch as he is deſcribed to have been : namely 
defigned for Abrahaw's boſome, and yet glad of 
crums in this World. Ler me here diet with 
Lazarw, ( if the will of God be ſo ) may I but 
be ſure bence-forth to lodge with him in the bas 
ſome of Abraham, Do we make light of food 
and raiment for us and ours? alas, what more 
can this World afford us, though we have ever 
ſo much of it ? Solozon complaining how the 
hearts of men are taken up wich thoughts and 
cares of worldly things ( which is conceived to 
be the meaning of rhar difficult expreſſion, Ec- 
cleſ. 2,11, He hath ſet the World in their hearts,) 
ſhowes whar the benefic of the World, and of 
the rhings therein is. 7 know (ſaith he) that there 
is n0 good in them, but for amanto rejoyce, and ta do 
good in his life: Aud alſo that every man ſhould eat 
» and drink,, and enjoy the good of all his labonrs v.12, 
13. I finde the rich man ſpoken of Luk. 16, 
19. diſtinguiſhed from rhe beggar only by this 
thar he ate berter meat, and wore better cloaths, 
For the Text ſaithyThat be was cloathed in Purple, 
aud fared ſumptaonſly every day. | 
Now whar great matter is ir, that our vile by- 
dics ſhould have every thing of the beſt > Whacr 
are our bodies, eſpecially if roo much pamper'd:; 
butas ſo many recking dunghils, annoying our 
fouls 


vented by Meziztins) which are an unſufferable 
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foutes with -teames and vapours? or like dez4 
carcatles joyned to living men, (a torture in-. 


offence to then, As it is (aid of Eve, that ſhe | 
was firlt in the tranſgreffion-; and as ſic drew | 


in hcr husband , ſo'oar bodies many times, like 


fo much tinder do receive the firſt ſparks of rem- 


ptation : or like the thatch of an houſe, are firſt 


kindled, and as that might ſet the whole houſe, 
fodo they the whole ſoul on fire. Many ſins be- 
gin at the body, are occaſioned or fotnented, or 
doth, by the over-fanguine, or melancholy, or 


cholerick remper or diftemper thereof : which. 


fhewes we are no'debtors to the fleſh, co fulfill 
the defires thereof, Moreover if we conſider 


wheace our bodies came, and whither they are | 
going, it will appear there ts no ſuch cauſeto be | 
greatly concerned for them ; that they ſhould | 
wear the fineſt wool, and eat the fineſt of the 


whear, Duſt they were, and to duſt they fhall 
retarn, Why muſt they necds be fed fo daintily 
whictr themſelves muſt ſhortly become food for 


wormes > when we feed our bodies roo high, 


what do we bur feed our Juſts, yea, feed diſcales 
in our very bodies? fo that jt 1s become a pro» 
verb, that the Ezghſh man digs his grave with 
his teeth. Few kill their bodies by mortifying 
them : but many by indulging them. Chriftnras 
kills many more than Lent. As the Ape is ſaid 
ro hug her young ones rodeath : ſo many kill 
their bodies with too much kindneſs to them. 
As over-pamper'd Horſes oft times throw their 
riders, and give them their deaths wound : (o 
are men too commonly thrown both in-o ſick- 
neſs, ſin; and death ir ſelf, by indulging their 

bodies 
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bodies over much; The body. (as one ſaith well) 
ought tobe kept, as not #fra, {o neither ſapres 
by negotinm ; ſed per negotio ; not LOO high for Its 
work » but equal to it. Paulſaith, thar he did 
keep nnder bis body,and brought u into ſubjefion. So 
far was he from cockring of ittill it became his 
maſter, as too many do. I here 1s no (mall dan- 
ger. in over-cxalting our blood and natural 

ſpirits. ; ; 

Fob was never more afraid of hischildren,than 
hen they went a feaſting from-houſe co houſe. 
- Then did he offer a Sacrifice for each of them, 
leaſt they ſhould blaſpheme God, or had 
done it, A cheap and fimple diet may preſerve 
bealth and ſtrength as well as the beſt dainties 
and coſtlieſt varietics, Daxiel;and the three chil= 
dren who lived. of pulſe and water, were fairer 
and fatter than all thoſe which did cat the pore 
tion of the Kings meat. Das. 1. 15. "They are 
ſometimes the leaneſt cattel which devoure the 
fat, Asfor any (crvice of God or men, he ſhall 
be much more fit, who having no. pallatable 
dier, eats but for -necefſitie, and tolatisfie his 
bunger ; than one that by the deliciouſneſs of his 
fare, is tempted ro devoure more than he can 
well digeſt, As for delight inmeats and drinks: 
he that brings but hunger and thirſt enough toa 
courſe meale, ſhall haye more of that (and thoie 
are ſauces which the poor have uſuallie moſt of) 
than he that with balfe an appetite fits down ro 
a great Feaſt, Why then, haviag a competencic 
of wholſome food, thongh but mean and ordi+ 
narie,, ſhould we not be therewithall content ? 
' Arewe better then John the Baptift, of whom ir 
1s ſaid, chat his diet was Locuſts and wilde Ho- 
- ney? 


TA...... *; 
' > Some have found mote'{weerneſs, in's 
:draught of cold water ( ſuchas their thirſt hath 
been) than in all the Wines and Spirits which 
they have drank at other times > Why then may 
nota mean diet content us, yea prove dclicioug 
tous, as Salomon ſaith, To the hungry ({oule 
every bitcer thing is {(weet. Poyertic brings ſuch 
ſawce with it , as will make a diſh of Tipe 
more ſayorie than a Veniſon Paſtie is to a rich 
man. 


ſhould we not be content therewith? We read in 


with a girdle of a skjn about his loins(which was as 
mean as could bez) & do wenot read of ſome of 
the primitive Chriſtians , that they wandred abont 
in (heepe-chms, and Goat-chins, Heb.11.,37. Are 
we better than they ? would ſuch habirs become 
us worſe than them? Time was, tharc God bid 
the Iſraelites to put off their ornaments, that he might 
know what to do wththem. Exod.33.5, Did'God 
cycr ſpeak, as if he knew nct what ro do with a 
people for wanr of ornaments ? Did he eyer 
ſeem difpleaſed that a people were not fine e- 


God may beſt like us in, and know what ro doe 
wich us ? Whilſt we are clad with eoftly at- 
rire, it 1s hard for us at the ſame time to be cloa- 
ched with humilitie : yea, not ro have pride 
compals us as a chain. »y | 


God in ſuchwill appoint the bounds of our ha- 
bitation? If the primitive Chriſtians were cons 
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' Then, as for Rayment - if we have bur that 
which may ſerye the turn to keep us warm and 
decent , though it be courſe and plain : why 


Mark 1.6, John was cloathed in Camels-hair , and $ 


nough 2 Why ſhould tharc habic 4iſpleaſe us, that 


* Why ſhould nor mean houſes fatisfieus, it Þ 


cent | 
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(31) 
rent with- mountains, dens, and caves of the earth, 
as we read, Heb. 11. 37. why ſhould we repine 
at mcan dwellings , which yct may anſwer the 
main ends for which houſes are built ; wiz. 
warmth, privacic, defence , and ſuch like? were 
dens and caves better than ſuch houſes ? or is it 
becauſe we think our ſelves better than thoſe that 
dwelt in denSand caves? Surely neither. Ir is 
but a little while that we and ours ſhall have 
need of #ny ſuch chings,as houſes, food , and 


rayment ; and may not that which 1s but mean 
| 4nd ordinarie content us for a while ? Did nor 
” Cicizens make ſhifr with any thing whilſt the 
| Citic was burning 2 Glad they were to crowd 
''their goods, their children, yea themſelves into 
| any hole where they could ger, and thankful ro 


thoſe that would receive thera , and well con- 
tent with it, as thinking with themſelves it was 
but for's while, Well, after alictle while thou 
that cameſt naked into rhe world ſhalt gonaked 
out of it,and never uſe ſuch clothing more : and 


' Whereas meats are for the belly , God ſhall de- 


ſtroy both them and ir. 

. - For the preſent then, be content with ſuch 
things as you have: as travellers uſe ro make 
ſhift wich any thing upona journey : and fouls 


| diers upon a march ; ſecing {uch things are bur 


for a ſeaſon, and they hope for better afterwards. 
Lord I am fenfible that this counſel, 2:z, ro be 
content with food and raiment, is very good. 
Oh give to me and others a heart to take it, It 


| weneed many things, and are not ſatisfied wich- 


Þ out the beſt of eyerv thing we need, { of ſuch 


| Tortasfood and raiment ) it is our weakneſs. So 


peoplethat are fick would taſte of cyery _ 
* ZecT 
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beer, and none is good enough for them 1: ſome. 
is too new, ſome roo ſtale, ſome roo bitter,ſome 
roo lower, ſome too ſtrong, ſome: ;too-ſmall, 
ſome fault there ſeemes tobe in all ; whereas it 
may be there is no fault in any; but all the fault 
is ia their diſtempered pallates. One (orr of 
drink ſeryes him that is in health (let that one be 
whar ir will, ſo it be but tollerable) Lord give. 
me thar health within my ſoul thac I may not 
longs for any thing char 1s not ſimply needful; 
nor be diſpleaſed with any thing that 1s truly 


good, though not the beſt, ( as being humbly ;;. 


perlwaded that eyery {uch thing is betrer than 
I deſerve) lec me not ſeek great things for my 
ſelf, at any time, bur leaſt of all. ar ſuch a time 
as this, in which thou baſt broken down what thoy 
ardſt once build up, and plucked up what thou didj 
once plant, and ſeemeſt to be bringing. evi] pon al 
fleſh: as thou didſt threaten the Jewes of old. Fer 
45. 5-May I beableto ſay with David, Pſal.131, 
2. 1 dont exerciſe my ſelf i things that be toy lug 
for me : I bave quieted my ſelf as a child that 1 
weaned of his Mother : my ſoul is as a weaned child 
Oh give me contentedly to feed on any thing, 
when thou wilt have-me feed no. longer on rhe 
milk of thoſe more luſcious comforrs which] 
have formerly enjoyed. Let the food of my 
body be what thou wilt ; ſo thou wilt. but feed 
my ſoul with that bread of life which came down 
from heaven : and let my bodily. raiment be 
ever ſo mean, ſorhou wilt but enable me to] 
put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt , and give me to 
be cloathed in rhe garment of that elder bros 
ther, the robe of whoſe righteouſneſs is. that 
white raiment ſpoken of, Reve3,18, Which juficrex 
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fot the ſhame' of our ftatul nakedneſs to ap- 
ar. It 1 have but food and raiment for my 
elt ::che worſt. is,-I can contribute liccle,: if 
any thing, to others { bur this Iknow,tbar where 
therk 144 willing »ind, thou accepteſt according to 
what a man hath, and not according to what he hath 
vt,2 Cor.8.12, With God the will withour the 
deed is more” than the deed without the will. 
3 Cor 8,10. He is rich in good works, who iSready 
(that is wholly inclined) rw diribure 3 if he had 
but wherewitball, 1 Ti. 6.18, Lord, if thou 
wilt make methy Steward, 'intruſting me with 
an eſtate wherewith I may do good to others : 
I ſhall count it a bleſſed thing to be both able 
and willing to gtve ; rather than to be on the re- 
ceiying harid. But if thou wilt allot rhe only 
tood and raiment for me and. mince , and that. 
none of the beſt neither : thy will be done ; that 
I know will bear our. charges through - this 
world, Mannah and old cloaths (for the 1ſrae* 
lites had no new ones for. 4o. years rogether) 
will ſerye us in the Wilderneſs : only ſweeten 
our paſſage, by affuring us we ſhall at laſt arrive 


Fat thy heavenly Canaan ;-and then ſhall we ſay, 


VE The lines arefallen to us in'a pleaſant place, ves 
cily we have a goodly heritage, 
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Raiment, ib we.were bur ſure of that ; bury. 
eat.is.our charge, ſo vaſt baye our loſles been, 


times ate ſo hardy. trading ſo dead, and charicy 
it (elf ſo cold, and poverty fo common and al. 
molt. unjverſal ; crhaz we do much fear we ſhalt 
nat have bread tor our ſelves and Family, or. if 
bread to cat, ſcarcely raiment to put on. 


Itis not bard to gueſs, it Chriſt were corporal 


ly upon Earth, and ſhould over- bear ſuch lane 
guage; how and 1on what words he would ups 
braid you. Surely, as he did them to whom he 
ſpeaks, IMer. 6. 30. O ye of lint faith. The 
occaſion of which words appears by the context 
ro have been a finful miſtruſt they had,thar God 
would not {o much as feed and cloathe them, 
How many ar this day are ſick of the ſame di- 
ſcaſe > and therefore had need to be pur in mind 
of that courſe which Chriſt rook ro cure thols, 
tc wham he ſpoke : which remedies may prove 
as cffe&ual upon themielves. No advice art firſt 
might ſeem more ſtrange than that which Ehrif 
gives, A1at.6. 25, Take no thought for your life, 
what you ſhall eat, or what you ſhall drink , noy ye 
for your body what ye ſhall put on. One would wone 
der wherc=with-all Chri/# ſhould make good that 
ſaying of his,and yet we finde him giving a plain 
reaſon of whar he had ſaid, verſ. 26. Behold the 
fowles of the aire, they ſew aot, neither do they reape, 
wor gather into barnes, yet your heavenly Father feed- 
eth them. Are ye nat much better than they, ver(,28, 
And why take je thought for raiment ? conſider the 
Lillies of the Field, how they grow, they tojle not, nt1« 
ther do they ſpin, yet Solomon # all his gloyy was 
not axrajed like one of theſe, verl. g0. Wherefore if 
God (0 cloaths the graſſe, which to day 15, and to mors 
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r0w 3s cal into the ay ſhall he mot much more 


'  chathe you > Tam far from thinking that Chriſt by 


thoſe words of his,intended to encourage. idlc- 
ne{s,: or to give men tothink, that though they 

could. wotk and would nor, yer God would pro- 
vide food and raiment for rhem'; as he doch for 
the birds, that neither ſowe nor reape; and for 
the Lillies that neither roile nor ſpin ; but T ra- 
ther .think that thoſe words were ſpoken ta in- 
courage thoſe that would work and caanot, as. 
namely thoſe that are bed-ridden, ſuth as have 

loſt the uſe of their limbs, or of one or more of 
their ſenſes; as fight, hearing, and thar* ſuch , 
though unable either to fowe or reape, (likethe 

fowles of the aire) either to toile or ſpin, like 
the lillies, yet ought noffto doubt, bur that he 
who feedes the one, andcloaths the other, will 
do as. much for them. Why may, nor thoſe that 
have the uſe ob cheit limbes and ſenſes (roge-: 
ther with a heart to make any good ufe of them) 
be fortified againſt the fear of want by thoſe ate 

guments, which may relieye, even thoſe that, 
want them > Were I lame or blind, or paraly=- 

tick, or bed-ridden : to think of Gods feeding, 
the Birds and cloathing the Grafſe, might bea. 
ſupport to me: but if I have all my limbes and 


ſenſes; nor only may faith ſwigm. in. the fare- 


mentioned confideration of that. 'which God. 
doth for 'bruices and plants, bur there-is allo a” 
ſhallower water, .ia which reaſon and ſenſe may 
a. little wade, He that can work, and is willing 
ſo ta-do, may rationally hope he ſhall noc ſtarve. 
- The inſtance 1. have mentioned. was an en- 
COpEASEMent Dorn providence, which isno ways. 
to be lighted, But there are alſo promiſes to ſup-- 
2 pott 
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portour faith in the caſe; viz.that God will cer. il 
cainlicfced andcloathe us; at leaſtwiſe aponſuch 
. reaſonable retmes and conditions,as he hath eq 
gaged himſelf ro do'ic, Is not that a promiſe 
plain enough ? . Pſal. 37. 3. Truſt inthe Lord 'anl 
do good, axd verily thou ſhalt be fed. God hath te- 
eated this promiſe over and over, to let us ſee 
e 1s mindfu] of. what he bath ſpoken. Pſal. 34. 
9,10, O fear yethe Lord ye his Saints, for there is 
#0 want to them that fear him. T he young Lious de 
Lath' and ſuffer lnnger , bat they that ſeek the Lord 
{ball net want any good thing. If wedehire a cloud 
of witneſſes, of co-witnefſing promiſes to ſhield 
us from the fear of want (as the 1ſrarbres had'd 
Pillar of Cloud tor ſhelter them in the Wilders 
neſs) 'ir will not be difficult ro add many more. 
Hee in whom all thSpromiſcs are yea and 
Amen, affureth us from his'own mouth, thar if 
we fir## ſech the Kingdom of God, & hws righteouſneſs, 
all theſe things ſhall be added tons, (Mat. 6.33.) vis, 
meat, drink and cloathing : tor thoſe were the 
things he had been ſpeaking of, verſe. 31. The 
Scripture ſaich, that Godlinefs hath the promiſe of 
the life that wow is. Now a (ſecurity tor food and iſ 
raiment, one would think" were as little as any i 
thing ſo called, can amount ro. Moreover in 
Pſal. 84.11. It is (aid, that God will with-hold #0 
goad thing from them that walk, nprightly. So thar if 
food and raiment may be reckoned good things 
(as things of ſo abſolute neceflicy mult needs be 
reckoned ordinarily) then comme they within the 
compals of that general promiſe. Examine we 
one wir: eſs more, Prov, 10,3. The Lord will ut 
ſuffer the ſonl of the r1ghteons to famiſh (that is the 
rightcous perſon himſelf) I may not omit ſo 
EY Ccon- 


. 
ww 
a_ *©< 


ae os 19 a oy 1. or IR SE SEES 


a rt &, a RÞ xt 


'o] 


*confiderable teftimonies, as thoſe which follow; 
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"that frar bim, and that hope i his merty,to key thew 
df. alters Famine. Pfal.37.19. ſpeaking of the wp- 
-* rizbe, he ſaith, 1» the dayes of Famine they ſhall be 
<8 ſatis ed. Prov. 5-20, 1n F awe he fall redens thee 
From death. Tt'1S' far more difficult co feed .men 
Ina time of famioe, than of pletity : as it was 
not iſo caſie to ſpread a table in the wildernefs, 3s 
in'a fruitful Countrey - (1 mean for any bur 
God, to whom all things are notonly poſſible, 
bur eaſie.) Methinks the promiſes of ſupplies 
even in famine, ſhould be great ſupport'in a 
time of common plenty,though things be ſcatce 
Yana MEE oO COIN 
Bur let me; take in all thoſe conditions, on 
which God hath ſuſpended the promiſes of food 
and raiment,(as I have already mentioned foie 
of them) leſt we ſhoald think God to fail of his 
promiſe, when it is only we that fail in thoſe 
conditions, co which'it is made, S 
Of condition ts, that we uſe diligence, Prov 
10. 4+ He becometh poor that dealeth with a ſlack, 
band : bat the hand of the dil:gent maketh rich. 
Prov-19.1 5. An idle foul fhall ſuffer hunger which 
plainly implies, that aditigenr ſoul ſhall nor, 'Ir 
will be a new lefſon to ſome,both old andyo ins 
to become painſ-takers. They have not known 
 whatit meant; ro eart their bread in rhe ſweatof 
their browes. But they that be afraid of work) 
| ſuch as they are able to performe, are worſe ſca- 
red than hurt, (as we ſay proverbially) and wil 
finde that the bread of diligence is'far more 
ſweet, than ever was that of idtcneſs, Thoſe that 
are given to hunr, account the exerciſe as g 
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gstbe Yenilon, and better too, 50d puts ng hard 
 Fermes upon vs, if henceforth he will makeyy 
"carne our breag befote we car ir,though be han 
Iormely ſo much indulged us, as. to let-us- at 
the bread we never carned, Idle perſons baye 
oft tines meat withour ſtomacks*. but paial=ts- 
'kers have both ſtomaacks and meat. That howl 
Nands upon able pillars, and 1s like to laſt, j 
'which every body is addiQcd ro honeſt labour, 
pic is one of the moſt imitable things, I hay 
heard of the Dutch, that from, the -tzme thei 
Children are of any growth or underftanding 
they ſer them to work. They ſcem to have takgy 
Warning by thoſe words * Solomon, Eccleſ, 18. 
13. By much ſloathfulneſs the building decayeth, * 
thorough taleneſs,the bouſe droppeth therongh, whicl 
words made me, to ſay, that houſe ſtagds upay 
able pillars, where Frery body-is well imploied 
It that were: the worſt fruit, of 'the late fare 
that jdle perſons.of what quality ſever, were 
focd to take pains, the matter were not great; 
yea many woyld be made better by it. + 
- Moreover to our Diligence we muſt add fruy 
. Flirty ; if we would promiſe our ſelves neve 

to want food and raiment. Frugality is Tl 
pruning-hook, which lops off all the unneceſlq: 
ry branches of ſuperfluaus expences? God hath 
no where ingaged himſelf ro maintain any maiy 
pride and prodigality : though he hath to ſug: 
ply his neceſlicy, Ir 1s uſual with God to let proy 
Wal come 0 huskes : yea and want them too, 
before they die,, or return, Prev. 33+ 21. The 
arunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poverty, It1s4 
faultin thoſe thargain by ic, to let their cuſtom? 
ers have as much wine as they will call for, whe 
they 
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they have had cnongh alrcady : A greater fault 
ire Parencs "to fer rhem._bave. money at wilt, 
knowing they wiltfpendr npotitheir Iufts; It is 
nor: then to be expetted, thar God who hates to 
ſee men make proviſion -for the fleſh , ſhould 
bind himſcltto givethetn wherewirhall to do ir, 
As therefore we would be fure of food and raie 
ment, let us wiſely conſider whar muſt be {pent, 
and what may be ſ pared. Fraſtra fit per plurs. 
He that requires ſuperfluitics, is like ro want ne- * 
ceſfaries ; Far he 'may butld upon a ſupply of 
neceſlaries> who hath learnc to pare off atl. ſi- 
erfluicies. They are defircs of Gods own crear- 
ing, (and inſuch a meaſure} which do call bur 
for neceffarieszas food and raiment : and there- 
fore he that made theſe defires, we may expe 
will fatisfie chem. Bur when we craye (uperflu- 
irtes, it is fit) rhat opens irs mouth wide ,/ yea 
which inlargeth ir like hell, and what reaſon is 
there that God ſhould fill ir? *_ Bb 
And as we muſt be frugal, in cafe we would 
be fare of food and raimetit ; ſo one good way 
is to be metcifull, an:t ready ro diſtribute tothe 


neceſſities of others, ſo long as we have whcre- 


with. Frugality and charity may well ftand ro- 
scther. Ir is no ill husbandry to lend what we 
can ſpare upon infallible ſecnritie, and for great 
advantage. He that gives to the poor , lends to the 
Lerd, And if the principal be but a cup of cold 
water, he ſhall have confiderarion for ir. Matth, 
10. 42. He ſhall in no wiſe loſe bis reward, Sec Pro, 
11.24, There is that ſcattereth. and yet encreaſeth. 
Cana man reap, unleſs he firft ſow > or reap 
liberallic if he ſow bur ſparingli:2 Who ſo ſþall 
read Pſal,41.1,2,3. will inde that one of the beſt 
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wWaicS neycr to watit out ſelves y 15: not. to. let 
others Want it we can help it, He that confparreth 
the poop , God will conſider him; though he have 
neither ſtrength, nor certaintie of friends , or 
money to help him, or bardly once that he cap 
promiſe himſelf will make» His. bed' for: hinz 
Where the three laſt mentioned qualificatjiqus 
do meet in Diligence , Frugalicte , and merci: 
ful diſpoſicion, it is ſe|domn, it eyer ſeen, that 
God doth ſuffer ſuch perſons ro want neerlly 
ries: though lavins grace, and the'true fear i 
God be not found in them. - 
© Bur if any deſire yer turther ſecuritie ,, as for 
matter of food andrayment; letthem confidet 
what 15 ſpoken. Pſal. 104.27. T beſe wart all whou 
thee , that thou mayſt give them their meat tx. dna 
ſeaſon. ' T hos epeneft thy hand , they are filled wi 
good, viz, Thoſe innumerable creeping things, both 
great and ſmall, which are im the Sea, ſpoken of 
2.35. allo The young Lions which rear after their 
prey, and ſeek their meat from God , ſpoken of 
9.21. alſo, Pſal. 145.15: The eyes of all wait on 
thee , thou gwveſf them their meat im due ſeaſor, 
Thou openeſt thy hand, and ſatufieſt the deſire of 
every lwoing thing. Here we ball do well'to: rex 
member, what che Apo#le ſaith, Doth God takg 
care for Oxen? that is, doth he: not cake more 
care for Mankind , than for Oxen? If then, ke 
feed them (and creaturcs of leſs uſe than eheyg 
may we not conclude, he will much more: feed 
us!. may not theſe words of David , Pfvl..2 3.1, 
afford us ſome reliefe, The Lord is my ſhepheard,' 
T ſhall nat want. Is not God a des ph = 
cher of his people ,. as well as he was to David? 
Yea are we not in ſome ſenſe his ſheep , as we 
| | PE. arc 
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axe meerhe bis Crearures. P (4/,100.35 tt is he that 
- wade 4,894 wot-we our ſelnes': me are his people,” awd 
the ſprep of big paſture, 
'  Chould- not the extraordinaric waies.which 
God hath taken to ſupplie men with food and 
rayment,when ordinaric means haveffailed , be 
' ſome ſtay to us? When the: [ſraelites wanted 
bread in the Wilderneſs, did nat God rairi down 
Manna from! heaven ? and when they wanted- 
water, did he not give itthem our of therock ? 
and whereas. there was nocloathing to be had 
there,. did he not keep their garments from wax= 
 1agold,and make them ſerve them forty years? 
Did:not God {ay to Elijah, 1 King.17:4, I have: 
commanded the Ravens to: feed. thee z andaccors 
dingly.they brought him bread and fleſh inthe: moy- 
ning, aud likeiviſe mthe evening, 0.6, The widdow 
of, Zarephath, had bur a handful of meal in a'bar= 
rel, and alitule oile in a-cruſe for her (elf and 
her fon; when there was yct three years famine” 
to-come 3-10 :thar., ſhe reckoned but upon” one 
good meal , and ſo ſhe and her ſon to lie down 
ayd.die.; and our of that the Propher did de- 
mand a cake fgr himſelte,v.13, and. yet'did che 
aſſure her, that. the barrel of neal. ſhould not waſte, 
nox the eraſe of. Vt; fi «ile, till the.Lord ſent rals upon 
the earth ; and accordingly it came to paſs,v:16, 
Who knows not. the ftorie'of Chrift his feeding 
five thouſand mith frve loaves and two fiſhes ? Mate 
14-19, and-yetihere was enough,and tofpares. 
I have ſomewiere read of a good man , who in 
the time of -the ficge and famine at Rachel was 
kept alive by a Hen that' came every day and 
laid one egge, one or morein the place where 
he lodged, Nor do I doubtibur there are many 
| | | erue 
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mie tocies of asrematkable ſupplies vouckſafed 
ro-{uck;as were: defticure. of ordinaric means; 
I not God the great houſholder: of 'che word, 
from -whonm the: whole familic in heaven'and | 
earth is named ? and do you think he will ſtarve | 
thoſe that are of his familie ? howbeit he bach. 
rold us;, thar kewho provides not for his own 
houſhtold is worſe than an Infidel Is nor the 
earth the:Lords;: and the fulneſs thereof ? Are 
ot all the beaſts of the forreit his , and the cattel 
apox4 thouſand hills? Pſal,go.to. ' And will he 
ſtarve us (think you) either by che want of food 
or raiment ; whilſt he hath ſuch an overplus of 
all. pcedful' rhings wherewith ro 'fupply us 2 Þ 
What father would fee his childe want , whilſt 
he:had\ more than enough to givehim? If 'we 
then thar are evil will not let our children want 
whilft we abound , ſhall we rhink: ſo hardly of 
God? what if God hath pur the world into. 0- 
ther mens hands, and nor into ours > hath he 
not the hearrs of thoſemen in his own hands, 
and can he not inlarge them rowaxds us, when 
5 and as far as he plcaſeth ? He can make enemies 
E- not only tobe at peace with us --but to be kind 
; tous. Pſal. r06.46. He made them alſo to be pit» 
222d of all them that carried them captrves. The bar: 
barous people ſhewed us no little kindueſs, (airh Pard, 
As 28.2, How eaſily can God perſwade even 
Egyptrazs to part with their Jewels 8& Earrings, to 
his people;how much more /ſrae/iter to one ano- 
ther ? He thar:can make enemies to become our 
friends, how much more friends to be friendly ? 
Though men. be very hard, he can as well make 
them (uccour us as ferch water out of a rock? 
Ic is ordinary with God to make them ſhew his 
| people 
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people maſt. kindneſs in their extremity, from 
whom they did lirtle or leaſt expe& it. * Thoſe 
whoſe hearts wete ſhut towards us in the. time 
of ourplenty, ſhall (it may be) be wide gpened 
in and under our neceſſity. A friend i$.faid co 
be made for Adycrſity : and God makes thoſe 
friends for his people at ſuch a time, though at 
other times” they were not ſuch. Eljab. could 
leſt expetto be ted by a Raven, of all creatures 
(from whoſe aptneſs to rake, rather than give, ' 
comes our word ;ravenous) neither did the Ra- 
vensdo any thing for him till the famine came ; 
bur then they were his good purveyors (as God 
would have it) that brought him all tus provi- 
fon, We ſhall never know what friends God 
wil raiſe ps up till we ftand. in.nced of them. 
God will ve fecn in the mount : that 15, juſt in 


the time of extremity ;. for then is his opportu- 


ITY | | 

. David tells us that he had never ſeen the 
r:ghteaus forſaken, nor his. ſeed begging bread, 
Pſal. 37.25« . yet he ſaith, he was an old man 
when he made that obſervation. If his expe- 
rience ſatisfig.us not , let us conſult our own, 
Have we ſcea that which David neyer (aw in this 
Kind > Take bur che feed of the righteous for 
their righteous ſeed, and give inſtance if you can 
of any of them rhat have wanted bread,or made 
a trade of begging. it? As for vain prodigals : 
itis fit they ſhould be brought to huskes, and nor 
have a belly full of them neither nor is there 
any likelicr way to brings them home. Bur it is 
not Gods manner to dcal ſo with others, eſpe- 
cially at a time when there is bread ſtirring in 
the world ; (I mean when there is no publick 
| | | tamine, 
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"If God bring 'famine upon a Nation : if hel 
rata 2ftoicful Land inte, barrenneſs; 'T cannoe 
fay , but: in that” caſe'ſome rruly righteous pers 


fons may die by fatnine { as wetl as others by 
peliilence).burthere are ſeveral things to relieve 
us agailft that kind of. fears 

Firft ,” the caſe of fatnine is rare and extraors 
dinary, Few rich tnen'tormentthemſelves with 
fear of want ; though it a famine come, ſuch as 
was in.Samaria, they muſt want bread as well 
as others; becauſe it will not be to be had for 


love'or money, Bur think they God ſeldom ſ 
viſres a,people with cleannefs of recth, or comes 
r1Jing to chem upon his pale hotſe,to kill with 


hunger; as it is Kev,6, 8. and why ſhould we tor- 


menr our felyes with fear that he will doſo> | 


Again,it good.men periſhin and by a common 
famine;it is. becauſe they faile 1n ſome;or other 


£ 


condition to which the promiſes of being kept 
alive in famine, are made;as namely,'they want 
fairh ro truſt God for bread in a time of famine 
aad ſo it comes to paſs that they want bread : 
bur if that and. other conditions on. which the 
promiſes of ſupplies are ſuſpended were perfor- 
meg by them; God would ſooner rain down 
bread from heayen; than ſuffer them to ſtarve. 
So thar you ſee good men have a conditional 
ſecurity for bread, even in a time of famine. Bur 


in cafe, . through their failing infome part of | 


that condition, any of them ſhould come ſhore 
of rhe promiſe ; here 1s this ro comfort them, 
tar if God do brinz them to huskes, yea to 
wat 2 b2lly-fall of huskes, who yet are no pro- 
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ſons (as ro'the'main)' it is for no worſe an 
Fitent than to. ferch them home, ſo much the 


{ ſooner totheir Fathers houſe, where is fulneſs of 


bread; thar iszto heaven where is fulnels of joy. 
But merhinks the extremicy of ' Mens fear as ro 
want; might be raken off, by conſidering that if 


they be but diligen?, frugal, mercifully indined, 


bur eſpecially 1f che rruc fear of God be before 
their eyes, they need not doubt of bread, ac- 
cording to the experience of Gods dealing with. 
others ſave only intitne of Pamine : nor ſhall 
they want it then, it chey have bur hearts ro 
cruſt God for it. If there be bread in the Land, 


{ you ſhall have parr of it. If you can ſhow no 
| inſtances to the contrary, why ſhould you nor - 
| believe it? If chere be no bread in the Land, bur 


an univerſal Famine ; rich men muſt wart as 


| well as you, who yer fear no wait, becauſe they 


perplex nor chemſelyes with the ſuppolſal of a 

Famine, which they hope never ro lee, 
A lirtle more ro ſhame our miſtruſt of Gods 

giving us food and raiment, Ler me quoteone 


'other Text, and ir is Rom. 8. 32. He that ſpared © 
| ot his only Son, but delivered bins up for us all, bow 
| ſhall be net with him alſs freely give #s all things ? 
{ Had we not a World of unbelief rodeale with- 
| all, many things I have ſaid in this Chaprer, 
| might have been ſpared : bur as the caſe lands 


with many, all I doubt is little enough ro ſhore 
up, and to under-prop their rottering faith; 


| which knows not how to cruſt God, no not for 


| food and raiment, We little think Low we re- 


proach and undervalue God, whiiſt we fuſpet&t 
that he will not ſ@ much as feed and cloath us. 
; Dorh 


Doth not the Scripure lay; chat our Maker' jg 
our husband 3 16 a Woman marry a rich Maj 
able to. maintain her liberally, and yer vex hq 
ſelf with a conccipt, that he will not finde her 
chings neceſſary, and think he can never give 
her promiſes and aſſurances enough, that ſhe 
ſtall never want cloathes and viduals whilſt he 
lives, what a woſull diſparagement would he 
rake ic for > you think me very crucl, unnatural 
and fordid,' ( would he ſay ) and though tha 
thought be without ground, I know not hoy 
ro perſwade you otherwiſe. Ir is not uſual with 
Parents to promiſe their children over and oyet 
thar chey will not ſtarve them, the children that 
have honeſt and able Parents uſe to take that 
for granted. It is only our unbelief that hath ex- 
torced from God ſo many promiſes of that na- 
cure, whereby though wc gr eatly dihonour him, 
yet is he pleaſed to condiſcend ro our weaknels, 
Where ſhall we find faith to belicye thoſe wordy 
Luk.12.32.1t is your Fathers pleaſure to give you thi 
K'ingdome : if inthe mean time we Cannot trill 
God tor ſo much as food and raiment z poſſibly 
weſhall baveit but from hand to. mouth - to day 
ſhall rake no carc of ro morrow ; but thea to 
morrow fhall take care of it ſelf. Sufficient for 
the day ſhall be the ſupply; as well as the trouhk 
rhe: eof. _ . 
Lord fith then T have promiſes, providences, 
experience of thy dealing with others, confide- 
ration of divine attributes and relations, wich 
ſeyeral other things to ſecure me againſt rhe 
feare of ablolute want : Jer me never diſhonour, 
thee, or perplex my ſelf with ihe thoughts of 
aty (uch thing. Let my only care be i© live in my 
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Farhers boiſe; and to carry my ſelf alwayes as 
in bis fight, and Iſhall never want a belliful of 
hugkes, nor yet haye meer lusks, (for thou feed- 
eſt not chy children like ſwine) wherwith'to fill 
| my belly. Every thing that is good is not good 
for me - neither is the beſt'of earthly things:al- 
waycs beſt for me, (no more than the beſt liquors 
are for him that is in a feaycr,) Give me to walk 
io integrity betore thee, and then I know thou 
wilt give me every thing that is good for me : 
for thy promiſe is, to give grace and glory, and 
that no good thing wilt thou with-hold from 
them that walk uprightly. Can I expe& to ea 
bread in the Kingdome of God, as the phraſe is, 
Zncke 14+ 15. and think thar God will nor give 
me bread to cat inthis World? can I believe 
I ſhall be one day cloathed upon with an houſe which 
is from heaven, as It is calledy. 2 Cor. 5, 2.''and 
yet think chat God will deny me. ſuch cloathing, 
as my body ſtands in need of> he hath given' 
| dife, is not that more than meat ; a body, is not that 
more than raiment, Mat. 6,25,be thar bath given 
the greater, will he nor give that which is: leſs ? 
Onr Heavenly Father knows we have need of food 
and raiment, whilſt we are in this World, and 
| cannot live without it, verſe 32. Lord giverme 
bur to truſt in theey and to-do. good * and' as 
thou haſt ſaid;fa I believe, veriiy I ſhall be fed: 
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DISCOURSE VI. 
Of a.good conſcieuce being a continual feaſt. 


ſcemingly miſtaken) quotation of rheclote 


| © Les licvines ro paſs; the valgir *Chall 
| of 
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of that yerſe;Prev. 15 a. 5. vis. 10 theſe words, 
A good conſcience it 4 continual feaſt ſounds much 
more ſpiritually, and like a ſaying of the'Holy 
Ghoſt, than doth thar tranſlation: which is uſt 
ally given.us, viz. in theſe expreſſions , He rh 
15 of a merry heart , hath a continual feaſt; which 
they that know no mirth but that which Salewth 
Calls madneſs, will.be apt-to wreſt. toa very 

bad ſenſe. The word-tranſlared merry, is in 
the Hebrew Teob, which fignifieth good 5 which 
is a better word-1n_ common acceptation than 
isthe word merry : (for that is bur too liabletg 
al il} conſtruftion)& may I rake'liberty to altet 
bur that one word,and render the Hebrew Text 
verbatins word for word : A good heart,a conth 
nual feaſt z when we have compared it with the 

 context,it wil eaſily enough appear that the true 
ſenfe and meaning is,that which is generally um 
derſtood by ſuch a ſaying as this, in that a good 
conſcience is a continual feaſt, For (it I miltake 
not) that Proverb is ſeldom uſed ; but by a good 
conſcience is intended, a conſcience not accuſing, 
but excuting ;- not teſtifying againſt us,but'with 

'us,and for us, a conſcience ſpeaking peace, and 
ſuch as is a comfort and a rejoycing to us. "That 

Salomon by a good heart doth inrend ſuch a cons 
ſcience as thar,; the oppoſition in rhe foregoing 
words ſeemeth to imply 3 «Aithe dates of the af+ 

fiited are evil : but a good heart, &'c. intimaring | 

chereby z as it good were here oppoſed to grie- 
ved, wounded , afflicted : which interprecation 
is allocountenanced by what followeth, ver. 16+ 

Better »s alittle with the fear of the Lord,than great 

treaſure and trouble therewith, probably meaning” 

trouble of mind and conſcience for the 11] get® 
ing 
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(49) 
ios of it; for other kind of trouble there may 
Be where there is bur a lirtle,and that both gotten 
and enjoyed in the fear of God, And now we 
know what it is that Solomon bere ſtileth a conti= 


| nual feaſt, we may be able to [peakto thoſe wha 


having with Dives fared deliciouſly every day 
(which now they are net able to do as formerly) 
think it cold comfort co. be told of meer fo 

and raimenr, and would be fain tealting again, 
it they had wherewithall, Feaſt we may, and 
that not only now and then, but every day yn the 
year, and eyery hour of the day, (arid' upon 
greater delicacies than any feaſt commonly fo 


called conſiſts of ) if we can bur get that good 


conſcience Solowonſpeaks of to feaſt withall. In- 
deed there is no contentment but a good conſci= 
ence, our bodies admit not of a continual feaſt : 


| but our (oOu's do. A full tomack loathes the ho- 


ney comb. Bur there is no. ſatiety in thofe dain- 
ties) Which conſcience feeds upon : much lefſe 
can we ſ[urfeit wich them, As thoſe that haye 
but almoſt dined, feel no, troubleſome ſenfe of 
hunger,and: yet could.eat more : ſoa goodcon- 
ſcience, though ic have that already, which may 
fuftice, yer 15 alwaies left, wich a wholſome ap- 
PcELItTCs on V7 NE ; | 

.- Whatcanbe deſired, or what is ever enjoyed, 
in a feaſt but good chear, good company, good. 
diſcqurſe,, mirth, muſick (now and then) as an: 
help to mirth, and above all hearty welcome? 
I am decciyedif a good conſcience do not afford 
all and. every of theſe. Good mears and good 
drinks are that we count good chear, and if our.. 
meats and drinks be both tor health and delight, 
men do we account them 8990 A good conſci- 
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dcelighetull as can be wiſhed. Meats and drinks; 


ſach' as our bodies feed upon, there ate none m 


Heaven. Yer ſotnething ſo called there is , .clfe 
why is there mention of eating” bread in the king, 
dorue of Goa? Luke 14.15. or why. doth Chi 
ſpeak of drinking of the frait of the Vintnew in tht 
king aome of bis father? Mat, 26. 2 EL 'The bread 
of comforr,the Wine of joy,is that which Saints 
and Ayvgels teaſt upon in Heaven; and the ſame 
for Kind, though nat for degree 1sthar of a good 
conſcience. Ir ſpreads a Table with firſt,ſecond 
and'thitd conmfe. lis preferiting us with a well: 
grounded periwaſion of our being delivered 
from'the 'wrathto-come, as the Apoſtle ſaith 
we are not. appointed ro wrath, thar is as it were 
the'fit!t conrle- 10's. wirnefling that , we are not 
oaly hotchildren'of wrath; (which alone would 
be a\orcgr comtor. to be affurcd of ) bur alſo chat 
- weatrethe children of God, (as the ſpirit of God 
is ſaid towitneſs with the ſpirits of Gods chil- 
dren) thax is the ſecond; and then its telling us 
that it isQur fathers pleaſure to give.us, even us 
a kivgdome, and canfingus to rejoyce in hope of 
the glory of God, that 1sthe third, 
ors a Sood conſcience better chear.chan it 
1s go00d- Company» AS' a bad conſcience is the 
worſt companionin'the'World : fa agood cons 
ſcicnce isthe very beſt; unleſs ir be God himſelf, 
He thar hath it, 1s many times never leſs ſolitary 
than wherhe is moſt alone, thar'{s the beft com- 
pany that ts both profitable and pleaſant : and 
{vis a good confcience ; ir hath that property of 
2.200) compannoity 'amonett others; 'it will _ 
900 
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ence affords both mearsand drinks, (as clicy may 
properly enough be called) as wholcfome and ay 
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00d and waatine* Scouſe What Solomos 

Peale concerning the Law of God, taught by 

Parents to their children, Prov. 6. 2 2.' #hey thou 
poeft it ſhall lead theey' when thou awakeſt it ſhall 
tale. with thee, SO will a good conſcience, An 
eyil conſcience findes ſuch diſcourſe as men have 
not patience to hear, like ficatah, tr never pro- 
phefieth good : ' but a good couſcience com= 
mends withour flattery, and tells thoſe ſtories 
that wouid not be grieyous to a man to. liſten ro 
from mornin was. It ſpeaks like God in 


his ſentence of Abſolution, well done good and 
faithful Servant. No man can framea diſcourſe 
To delightful, 5s arethe whiſpers of a good con- 
ſcience, ſperking peace and pardon to us in the 
name of God. - Where ſuch company and ſuch 


diſcourſe is, there can want no mirth, raking: 
mirch inthe (obereſt ſenſe, for comforc and re- 
treſhment ; yeait will make the hearc more glad 
than they whole wine and olle increaſe. 
 Ardasfor mnlick ; all the voices and inſtru- 


' ments in the World cannot make ſuch melody 


as a good conſcience, If a man had all thoſe 
Men: fnigers, and Women-ſmgers that Solomon bad, 


Eccleſ, 2.8, their beſt notes were not compara- 


bie rothis. 

Nor is it hard to make out how a good con- 
ſcience can and doth give a man hearrywelcome. 
For as Chriſt in ſeveral ſenſes is both Prieſt, 
Altar,and Sacrifice : ſo is that, both our feaſt, 


_ and ovr Hoſt, our entertainer, and our enter». 


rainmenr. Conſcience doth as it were grudge 
a wicked man, both his meat and his mirth, bur 
£9 a good man it faith, eat thy bread with joy». 
and drink thy wine with amerry heart, for the; 
E 2 =—_ 
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Lord accepteth thy perſon. 'Conſcience bidg 
much good may do him with all he hath, and 
rells him in the name of God, he is as welcome 
co It as his heart can wiſh, and hath ic with az 
700d a will We count thoſe men beſt ableto 


caſtzrhar bave as we ſay every thing about them 


and within themſelves, Corne, Cattel, Poultry, 
all of their own, Dove: houſes, Warrens, Parks 
al withia their own grounds, Ponds affordig; 
{eycral ſorts of fiſh, Trees yiclding all ſorts k 
{ruits, &c, Such is he that hath a good confci» 
ence, he hath all materials for fealting within 
himſelf, and therefore may afford to do it, Prov, 
14.14. 4A good Man ſhall be ſatufied from bins 
JIf. Viz. from the conſciouſnels of his own in- 
tegrity, As Paal ſaith , chis 1s our rejoycing 
1%; the teſtimony of our conſcience, &c. He 
' thac hath this, hath mcat to eat that the World 
knows not of, and {tich mcar as he would not ex 
change for allche rarities and varietics that are at 
Emperors Tablcs. He blcilceth himſelf, or ta 
ther God, when he thinks how much happier he 
is than the World rakes him for, and how much 
better he fares than the World knows of: where 
aSthey do or may bluſh, and inwardly bleed «© 
think how much happier they are chought ro be 
than 1ndecd they arc. I might add, he that 
feaſts upon a good conlcience,hath rhat kinde of 
imcat Which is alſo (awce for cyery thing, whereas 
others haye the ſame ſawce tharſpoiles all rheit 
{wect meat, : 
Bur poſſibly I cannot ſay more of the happt- 
neſs of a good conſcience, than many can eaſily 
bclieve, from the experience of a bad one, and 
thc miſcry they have felt by meancs of it. A good 
þ COlſle 
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(53) 
conſcience think they were an excellent feaſt in- 
deed if we had ir. -There is none like thar,bur as 
San! fd, the Philiflims were come up againſt 
him,and God was departed ; fo they,The Fire is 
come up againſt them , and hath raken away 


| what they feaſted on before ; and as for a good 


conſcience they wiſh they had it, but they 
Kaye it not. Such a ſound ſpirit would bear their 
infirmitics, bur for want of it, they are not able 
to bear them. Were I ſure ſuch men were in 
good carneſt, to look after that good conſcience 
which they confeſs and complain they want ; I 
would tell them tor their encouragement, that 
there is a way for a bad , yea a very bad conſci- 
ence, to be made good; as wellas a good one 
to be made better, Who can think that Pax 
had: alwaics a good conſcience ? the Scripture 
telling us that#he was ſometimes a perſecuter, 
an injurious perſon , and a- blaſphemer ; yea, 
that be did compel! others to blaſpheme. Afls 26. 12. 
conſidering that he had his hand inthe death 
of many of Gods Saints, 4H; 26. 12. Mary of 
the Saints did I ſhnt up in priſon, and when they were 
put to death I gave my voice againſ them, Burt ma- 
nifeſtit is, that he had a good conſcience after=- 


| wards; therefore I ſay there is a way for a very 


bad conſcience to be made very good,and bleſſed 


| be God there 1s (o. | | 


It is againſt Scripture to ſay, that a confcience 
once deflowred can never recover its virginity. 
He who himſelf was born of a virgin; can re- 
duce that conſcience to a virgin ſtate , which 
hath been the mother of many hainous ſins. 
Heb,9.14. If the blood of bulls and goats , and the 
ſprinkling the aſhes of aun htifer ſanitifieth to the pau- 
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 rifning of the fleſh + how wb more (hall the bloods 
.Chriſt ſanttifie your conſcience from dead works, v 
ſerve the living God ? It 1s fin alonethat defileg 
the cortcience, and makes it evil : Now fin i; 
ether immediately againſt God, or immediate, 
ly againſt our neighbour, that is, againſt men; 
and thar alſo is againſt God ultimately, chqugh 
not-firſtly and only. Therefore David confe(s 
tiog his fjn in the matter of V71ah, ſaith to God, 
4 gainſf thee have 1 ſinned. He that would haye 
a good (riat is, a pure and peaceable conſcience) 
mult, it he be.able , ſatisfie men for the wrong 
and injurics.done to them : as Zachess reſolved 
xodo; or if he be not able, he mult be ſincerely 
willing and defirons ſo.to do, and fylly purpoſe 
1 in his heart, if God ſha}l evcr make him able, 
Far zifi reſtitutzr oblatum is an ald and a true 
rule ( that is, cithcr aCtually ag intentionally! 
0 remiitiiur peccatum, Bat as for the. injury 
done to God by fin, either immed{ately or \me: 
aiatcly, that no mecte man is able to farisfie for 
though he coyid givc thouſands of rams, and 
ten thouſand rivers of oite, .or would give-the 
{ruit of his body for the {in of his foul : There: 
fore as to that there.is no way to get our ſins cat* 
ricd into the land of foragttulneſs, . but by lay: 
iag them by faith upon the head of Chriſ#, who 
was tipified by the Scape-goar under the Law; 
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po ſatisfaftion ro be rendered for them, but that 
which Chrit cur ſurery hath made and intended 
for the uſe and bencfit of them g and them only 
who do or ſhall believe in him , and by repens 
rance turn from dead works to ſerve the living 
Gol Cil,1,14. 12 whom we have redemption through 


ti; bleed quen the forgivene(s of ſins, , 
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55). - 
.. When theſe things arc-once done, namely, 
when care hath heen taken to ſ{atisfie men;,(o far 
23. we areable»for the wrongs done..to: them 
when we have looked upon him whom we have 
te; ted by {in »; and cruly. mourned , when we 


ve contefled. our fins, and forſaken them, 
bath agually for the preſent , and in ſincere re- 
ſolutjon for cycr aiter : and when we have Jifted 
up aft eye of. faith ro Chrift ,..as to the amitype 
Trane forment which was lifted,up10 
the:wilderieſ(s,as he, chat is able to rake out the 
| ſiingof ſinour of. the fiery ſerpent; and by faith 
laid hold upon his grace, as, upon the horns 
| of analtar: Iſay, when this-is done, thenis that 
conſcience which was bad,becyme purely good ; 
and. when we can refle& upon. what we bave 
dojfie,; then do they become not only pure bur 
peaceabley and conſequently good upon. all; ac= 
counts. Now; I ſce not what notion can be 
more comfortable to thoſe that have brought a 
bad conſcience iato, a bad condition-char this, 
that: a conſcience extreamly bad may be made 
goad : that which is impure may become. yery 
pure; and that which is unquict, may become 
"nw. and peaceable, yea tull of joy and 'tri- 
umpn. Da MAIS THES 
This premifed,, I think it no hard matter co 
tell. many a man how he. may be much more 
BE Happic ina mean and impoveriſhed -conditions 
than he had wont to be in midſt of all his plenty 
and proſperity... Get but a good conſcience in- 
| ſRteadofa bad one: Get bur peace within, (viz. 
that peace which, paſlcth all underſtanding;) get 
but: the pardon of . thy fins,and the well-grouns 
ded perſwaſion of that pardon: get but a vi- 
| E 4. fion 
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Gon-of thy fins as drowned in the'red fea of 
Chriſt his -bloed :/ (get bur co _ typon Goda 
thy friend and farher'; and upoh death as none 
of thine enemic (and where it is ho enemy, it off 
and willbe a great ftiend; ) ger butthe Spirit of 
God to witneſs with thy (piric that thou arr-rhe 
childe of God: ger bur this for thy tcjoycing, 
which Paul had-, +4z.the tcltimony of rhy 'con- 
ſcience, 8c, atid'let me be miſerable for thee, 
it rhou who baſt wanted: theſe things in times 
. paſt, when-thou hadſt rhe world at will , when 
once poſleſt hereof; doſt not 'become' more apy 
ple-inthe enjoymeut of meer food and raimety | 
than ever thou wert formerly, when -waters of x 
full cap were wiungour unto thee. 'Some have 
ſaid, : Bread a1jd the Gofpel are. g00d cheere? 
Ic is as tfue , -that/brown bread and a'good con 
ſcience are fo. He that hath choſe', two, will 
finde no cauſe he Harh ro complain. And as the 
Propher {peaks', *Iſa.33.24.'The inhabit ant ſhd 
3iot ſay, 1 am ok + the people that dwell therein ſha 
he forgiven their miquity + {o-nenher' will men re 
pine-that-they at& poor and” deſpicable, and o- 
therwiſe afflicted jitithey come but once to knaw 


toricentainthat they-are pardoned,” © © 

The-rrue reaſon why many men do want ſv 
many ottward good rhings.' as namely.,fo much 
wine{ormuch company,ſomuch recreation, 8c: 
15 becauſe rhey want better conſciences: had rhey 
more of a good conſcience, ro cheate and'to.re- 
freſh them,they-would nect} leſs of other things, 
If $ax/had nor been poſſefled wirh an evil ſpte 
rit, he had not wanted David to haye plaied to 
him upon the Harp, -z Saw, 16. x6. One faith, 
that -tbe life of a wickgd mas is a contingal "— 
[5 q7.- HL TT og 2 Y fie 
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»,". If men-were not wicked, they would not 
n&&& che' one halt of thoſediverſions which they - 
becake themſelves to , as reliefs againſt the ſting 
of. ati evil cotifeience. ' Notable 1s that counſel 
ofthe Apeſile, Epb. 5.18. Be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is exceſs : but be ye filled 'with the ſpirits 
v.19. making melody in your hearts to the Loyd, 
When men want the comforts of Gods Spirit, - 
and melody in their own-hearts, they would - 
ſupply char defeR, it they knew how,with more 
than-ordinary refreſhments, from thoſe good 
comforts of God which do-statific and emter- 
rainftheir (enfes';' and thence -probably it isthat 
St. Jude joints thoſe two oder » Jude 19. 
Senſual,baving'not the Spirit," Theytharfrequent=- 
ly uſe Cordials, are ſuppofed:to be apt to faint- 
ings: for others had rather letthem alone. Wine 
18 'obſcrved tobe a narcorick'or ftapifying thing, 
C wieneſs the 'proticneſs of men te fall- aſleep 
when they have drunk freely of it) and it:is* fo 
befeared, that many do uſe it but as opium to 
conſcience. ' Now as Phyfttians'fay , the butly 
15 mich endangered by thee” 


over-frequetit uſe 
of opiates s narural opiates 3 'ſo'is the ſoul much” 
more by thoſe things which caſt ir-for <e®pre-" 
ſent into a dead {leep ; for they do bur keep that 
worm from gnawiag at the prefent, which witl 
afterwards gnaw ſo much the. more, and never 
cic ; {tupifying things remove nora diſcaſc, bur 
fix it ſo much the more, _ - ny 
{ce then, O Lord, what men muſt do if they 
would not only think themſclves happy, bur 
be ſo-indeed ,1. itthey wou'd-nor belike hungry 
Wen that dream they cat , bur finde themſelves 
empty when they awake, or thirſty menthar 
q EEE | dream . 


dream of drink, but: . and,finde 
ſelye 
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reckon upon aQare/commans after all the ſpoil 
tas fire-bhach made; They : need only. change 
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= DISCOURSE VII: 

Of getting and living apon a ſtock. of ſpiritual com- ſl 
Forts | - Es : oy 

'A S irfarerh with children loſe nurſes have 
{'3.milk cnoligh ta both breaſts, but one h 
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| | (59) 
WE much hardet to be FELL chan the othcr-; they 
wi would willinglie lic altogether or moftlic at that 
008 breaſt which may.be drawn with moſt caſe : ſo 
ns with many Chriſtians who have an intereſt 
18 both in Spititual and temporal things, where- 
TM with to ſolace themſelves,they are too too prone 
YM to live upon the breaſt of their worldlie com» 
8 forts, which may be ſuckt (as it were) by ſenſe ; 
rather than wpon that of their Spiricual privi- 
ledges and advamages ; which breaſt (though 
much the ſweeteſt andfulleſt) can no otherwiſe 
be. drawn than by the exerciſe of faith. Now 
ſad experience convinceth-us, that ic is much 
WW more bard to cxerciſc our faith, than to uſe 
E ourſcnſes ; even as to draw water out of a deep 
8 well with a heavie buckct,is nothing likeſo cafie, 
as'to fetch it out of a ciſtern, where tis bur .turn- 
ing the cock and the work is done, BD; 
. The objetts of faith arethings remote , and 
the-eye of faith is in its kind more weak than 
that of ſenſe: and to a weak eye it is much 
more diftcalr to view things that are at a great 
diſtance,than thoſe that are necr at hand, . The 
'F advantage of a high place, aclcar day , and (it 
| may be ),of a proſpeQtive-gslaſs tro boot, may 
be all lictle enough. to make us diſcerne thoſe 
things which are afar off : but without any ſuch 
belps,we can eaſily eſpic thoſe things which are 
Cloſe by us z as ate the obje&s of ſenſe compared 
with thoſe of faith. Why did that good man 
' Cry out, Lord 1 believe, help thou my nnbelief? Mark, 
9. 24. bur that he found difficulty in the ex- 
ercile of faith > How come it to paſs that Chriſt 
Ipbraided his cleven Diſciples all at once for 
their upbelict ? ak 16,14, but for the ſame 
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they had ſeen Cbriff, after he was rifen ( thou 
he had cold them he would riſe again the ugh 
would not have doubted of it. | 
The exerciſe of our faith is oppoſed by fin 
and farthan ; fois not che uſe of our ſenſes. Now 
men finding it no eafie thing to ſet faich on 
work, ' and to keep that hand inure, and in 
 aftion, without which they cannor fetch in the 
comfort of their ſpirirual priviledges (for the 
Scripture ſpeaking of Chriſt ſaith , I» whons be« 
lieving, we rejoyce ; intimating , chat without 
| faith"there can be no true rejoycing in Chriſt) 
Hev.ri. 1, 20d [peaking of faich,ſaich, that Faith 5s che ſab- 
=  ſanceof things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
| nor ſeen; implying , that ſuch" chings are no 0* 
th:rwiſe reallized and eyidenced to us than by 
faith, and conſequemly no ocherwiſc the matter 
of our joy than as faich makes them fo. I ſay, 
men finding tt ſo hard a work to believe, and 
co fetclt in their comfort that way ; roo often 
comenr themfelves with that meaner and lower 
kind of comfort, which more cafily flows in 
upon them , and which doth as it were follow 
them as the rock , meaning the waters out of 
the rock are faid to bave followed the 1/ſraehtes 
in the wilderneſs. - Hehce ir is that whilſt the 
world ſmiles upon them , they are apr like the 
fool inthe Goſpe], to ſing requiems to their ſouls, 
becaufe they have laid up 1n ſtore for many 
years, and their barns are full. . And hence ir is 
that when God doth firip ſuch men of eatrhl 
enjoyments, and as 1t were dry up that breaſt; 
eyen many g2od men are for the preſent at 2 
very 


(60) 
reaſon? They did not believe thoſe. that ſaid 


day ) but had they feen him themſelyes they 
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very great Joſs : not that they want intereſt in 


better things than are taken from chem) bur be- 


cauſe they have diſuſed themſelyesfrom ſucking 
xt that Farder, bur (ſweeter breaſt, which God 
hath provided for them, and doth alwaycs con- 
rinne to them. They baye not accuſtomed thefm- 
ſelves to live by faith, and now they are toſeck 
how to do it. Theſe men of mi kt tor the pre= 


ſent cannot finde their hands: As we grow up 


we forget to ſuck, becauſe we baye nor uſed it 
of a long time, and ſo in this caſe. 

How neceſſary is it then for Chriſtians, even. 
whilſt carthly enjeyments laſt, to inure them- 
ſelves to live upon the hopes and expeQations 
of heavenly good things? As Popiſh Prieſts put 


_ off the Laity with bur one clement, giving them 


the bread in the Sacrament, but denying them 
the Cup (which is as due to them, and rather 
more refreſhing: ) ſo do many ſerve themſelyes; 
feeding upon the bread of their temporal poſleſ- 
fions, whilſt they refrain the wine of thoſe bleſ- 
ſed hopes and expectations (as roanother world) 
which belong unto them. Bur how much better 
were it for them co receive in both kinds? Ir is 
good (as our Proverb ſaith) fer rien to þeve two 

frings to their bowe, What great heire contems 
himfelt with thinking only of chat ſmall allow- 
ance which he enjoys, being under age,and doth 
not ems himſelf with muſing how much grear-' 
cr things he is like to enjoy hereafter > who that 

hath borhViol and Lutezand can play excellently 
up both, would let his Lute, which is the 
[weeter inſtrument of the two,hang by the walls 
and u'c his Viol only, becauſe thar is eaſier ro be 
playcd upon of the twa ? Who would: pluck ; 
only 


PETS TOeR ”_ 


4 . OY OI OE ERTES FE ks ao rd un od IE rock I 334 As <2 IN "IP": WT Or nr ET IS ., 
ay, PET 3 2 > 
ws LI ; © ; "OM 
a > M0 7 
E : Fi * 4 
_ "Hp 


only the ſowriſb grapes which are at the bottom 
of his Vine, becauſe they are next at hand, and 
mean 'time' negle&t thoſe ripe cluſters, which 
are at the top, becauſe he cannot reach them 
without a ladder, and the pains of climbing ? 

he enjoyes not the one halt of what he migh 
who liyes,only or moſtly upon the worſer half 
of his enjoyments ; like a man that ſhould al. 
_ wayes live in one of his houſes, every way le 
convenient and pleaſant, and ſuffer another that 

doth far tranſcend it to ſtand alwayes empty. 

To what cnd hath rhe ſpirirof God made any 
of' us ro know the things that are freely given 
us of .God, it we ſolace not our ſelves with the 
remembrance and conf1deration thereof > cven 
then when God hath filled our cup with world! 
g9oad things, it not made it to run over. Should 
we draw warecrs from thoſe upper Springs whilſt 
the neather low plentifully? and are we not. as 

much or more concerned to do it, when the 
neathcr {prings are dricd up? when the Fig-tree 
bloflomes not, andthere 1s no herd in the ſtalh 
woe unto us if we know not then (at leaſtwile 
cien)how to rejoyce inthe Lord'; and joy in the 
God of our ſalvation : haſt thou intereft in ber- 
ter things, and wilt thou not live upon the com- 
forr'of them : no not at a time when thou haſt 
nothing elfe in effeft.ro live upon ? what had be- 
come of David at Ziglag, it he had not excoura- 
ged himſelf in the Lord his God? So elſewhere, 
when David (ſaw his houſe declining; (which 
made him (ay, though my houſe be not ſo with 
God) did he not comfort himſelf with chis,thac 
ver Gad had made with him an everlaſting 
Covenant ? who biings not out his old gold and. 
Precious 
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nll -$ictions Jewels to help limſelf Wirhall, when all 
WY ke had befides8 ſpent” or taken away ? ſhall all 
tteatutes be Wiſcr''than we?' Dogs know their 
remedies when ſurfeited;vis,'tharthey callDog- 
tals © and Foades; when poiſoned, theirs: (viz. 
lantane) and fall to them; if they be to behad. 
5 trot ant intereſt tin ſpiritual things, it- wehave 
thar, the only relief we have in the loſs of all our 
"temporal comforts? and ſhall we not make uſe 
of it> if x manthave white bread toeat, would 
he foffer himſelf to: be ſtarved; becauſc he hach 
ns brown? will he keep'ir up/in his Cup-board = 
when he hath nothing elſe'to eat ? 1f ' you have 
a ſort of: comforts ro live: upon, beſides thoſe 
which are taken from you , live upon them : 
never lie down and die whilſt you bave where- 
} Withall to live; yea'and to live nobly, 
"A ſtock of well-grounded ſpiritual comforts, 


or a wcll-bottomed'hope of :glory will maintain 
WM a man at a great rate, though he have litrle 
M cl{c; yea like a Prince, it it be well improved. 
Have you not known men -live'chearfully and 
joyfully upon the expeQtance of = chings in 


reverſion; :though they have had bur little in 
poſleſfion'? One would think:the aſſurance (or 
whats next to it) of a- Crown and Kingdome, 
after a'ſhorr time of ſuffering,. ſbould raiſe: and 
revive us more than the preſent fruition of a 
great Lordſhip, being all that ever-we look for. 
He that upon Scripture-grounds believes him- 
{elf ro be an heir of: heayen, let him bur refle& 
| pon what he believes, and that alone will'be a 

heaven ro him upon eatth, - 
But do I not hear ſome ſay, they want a ſteck 
of ſpirieval' comforts; or grounds of i 
| chey 


I (64) 
they have no upper Springs to fetch water from, 
none of thoſe Riyers which make glad the City 
of-God, andtherefore it.isthartheir hearts faik 
thera ity an evil day, Yea doubtleſs therefore i 


is-chaj/their hearts do faile them, becauſe they 


either have not' an intereſt in God, or if they 
have, they know itnot. Now as that holy map 
faid to his friend touching aſſurance, verily a{ 
ſurance is to-be had, and what.have we been dc 
ingall this while; ſo ſay I ro you, verily an in- 
tereſt in God is tobe had, and fee that you la 
bour for ic. It was a great. faulc and overſight 
nat to-look aiter it whilſt wehad a confluence df 
other good things - but now. other things : 
taken away, it were utter madneſs to negleCti; 
From this time farward make it thy buſineſs to 
get an intereſt in crernal mercies, the” ſure met- 
cies of David, and co know that thine 1ntereſ}; 
and then live upon the comfort of it: and rhe 
thou that never hadlt it betore, though God hay 
_calt thee ( as.is were.) from the throne to the 
[dunghil, evenupon that dunghill ſhalt thou liy 
-berrer than ever thou did{t 10 all chy life before, 
Doubtleſs a man may live more happily upony 
great deale of affurance, having bur a (mal 
Pirtance of other things, chan npon great abun 
dance of worldly enjoyments, having little of 
no afſurance, | 
_ O Lord my heart deceives me\if the conſolati* 
ons of God be ſmall with me (or in my accompt) 
if I cauld not live more contemedly upon bread 
and water, with calling and eletion made (ure, 
rÞan they who have their portion in this life, do 
when their Corn and Wine increaſe. Oh why 
do I preſs ng harder aitcr.that which I take my 
-. 
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ſalf ta ave ſo 'great'a value for > Thar is the, 
only thing that'makes me fear, eaſt my heart 
ſhould in this cale deceive me. * For it is not that 
God hath been wanting to incourage the endea- 

K yours'of men in purſaite of (piricual and cternal- 
 rhercies, (o that we ſhould haye' cauſe to fear 
out labour would be in vain ; for hath henot de- 
claredhe is a tewarder of all-them that ſeek him 
diligently? and that to chem who by patient continue 
arice is well doiug ſeek 'glory, he will give eternal life, 
Rom.2, And what more could have been (aid? 
\'I ſee then there are three ſorts of men. Some 
bavematrer.and ground-work for ſpiritual joy, 
but will not take pains to improveit 5 they have 
(as it were) the breaſt in their mouths, bur will 
not draw it, becauſe the milk 1s hard ro come 
by, that is, they have good evidences for heaven, 
bur will nor trouble themſelves to clearthem up; 
and to be ever and anon reviewing and reading 
them over. Lord it I be one of them, giveme 
to fee how much I ſtand, and have ſtood in my 
own lighr, how much I have leflened my come 
forts by grudging my paines, how I might have 
doubled and rredled my joyes, if the fault' had 
not been my own, others there are that content 
themſelves with a portion in this litez ſeeing and 
knowing themſelves as yet to have no intereſt in 
better things. + Lord how deſperately do they 
adventure? how great a hazard do they run? 
If death ſhould come and finde them provi- 
ded only for .chis prefent World, what would be- 
come of them?” And yer there is a ſorr of men 
m>re deſperate than theſe, (if morecan be) and 
they arethoſe who are deſticute of this World's 
220d things, and yer — have an — in - 
; > pi* 
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ſpiritual comforts, nar yer regard to have any; 


od hah rakeqthe Worldfromthem, and yo 
ſibly will never give it them again, do whartheg 


cans and yer they look not after that berg 
portion that can, neyer be taken away fron 
thberm. To ſuch I may ſays nor anly what wills 


they do in their latter end, but what will they 
do at preſents what ſhift can they, make ſo much 
as tor the preſcor? can men live of nothing: 
without eirher heaven, or carth, Godzor the crea 
ture, comforts for cither foul. or body > wher 
arc they bur in hell, 2 Ages neither in heave 
nor yet upon the catth, > (in the Worid I mean 
Surely ſich men. care not what becomes « 
them, I cannot better compare them to any 
thing than toa ſhip turned adrifr in a might 
ſtorm, whoſe Pilor ſteercs her no longer, bu 
c3polcih her to the mercy of winds and wave 


and rocks, and ſands, and it 1s a thouſand to onlffi 


it eycr {h2 get fafero harbour, Lord of all ſor 
ot. men, letmebe none of this laſt. Let mele 
cure one World-at leaſt, and if but one, let i 
be the World to come. The more thou abrid ; 
cit meof earthly comforts , the more infariabi 


ler, me be in my deſires of thoſe that arc heaven 


ly.? "Che more hungry thou keepeſt me) as to 
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{upply of earthly things, the more thirſty ler me | 


be after thoſe rivers of pleaſure, which are a 
thy right hand for ever more. O Lord, it | 
want a ground-work for {piritual joy, a root c 
peace within my (elf, let me want it no longer, 
if I bave a foundation for joy within me, ” 
know it not : oh thou who haſt given me ro have 
It, give me alſo to know it; and when I once 


know it, glyc me often to review and recollee 
it, 


UN 


off it, «to fuminate and chew the cud upon. it," that 


, | I may enjoy the ſweetneſs of chat) whereof 1 


8 am really poſleſt ; that I may cat the ftuit of the 
© Yineyard, which thou haſt planted within me. 
© Lord truſt me with'a ftock of ſpiritual comforts: 
with plenty of good hope thorough grace : kiſs 


a rac with the-Kifſes of thy "mouth, ang let thy 


'Y banner over me belove, and' give'me to fit nn- 
2 det the ſhaddow of thy favour with delight; and 
FS if cyer 1 envythofe pictiful worldlings that have 
-# more of this tharr heart can wiſh, bur no more 
of any World but this, it ever I be willing to 

& change conditions with them, (all things con- 
ſidered) though they be wealthy, honourable, 
powertull ; I poor, mean, defpicable : let me 
torfeit all again, yea rake thou the forteiture of 
all thy ſpiricaal comforts: again, which yet T 
E would nor thou ſhouldſt do for ten thouſand 
= Worlds. | 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 


Of its bring a great mercy to moſt Men, that their. 
© lives are continued, though” their Irvelihoods are 
*. greatly impaired. 


Have not forgotten the words of good Elijab 
.# when he fled into the Wilderneſs for fear of 
Jezabel, who ſoughthis lite, how he fate bim 
down under a Juniper Tree, and'requeſted for 
himſelf that he' might die, and ſaid, 7: :s enongh 
now oh Lord, take away my life, 1 Kings 19. 4- 
Nor yet the words of Fob to the ſame cffe&. 
\* hap. 7, 15» Ay ſoul ans” ſtrangling and acath 

2 


rather + 
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rather thay life ; nor yer that Peremprory anſwer 
of. Fonah, when God asked him ,it he did well 


co be angry for the gourd > who told God te his 
face, He did well to_be argry, even nnto death 
Jonah 4. 9g. Theſe things are not recorded in hoy: 
nour. of any of theſe three Men, but as, Dawdſ 


ſpeaks of himſelf ; I ſaid this is my.infirmitys 
ſo may we (ay, theſe were their infirmitiey 


they were good men, bur theſe were. bad ex-i# 


prefſions, and are delivered to us, nor for out 
imication, but for our warning and caution;and 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in anoxher caſe,..1 Cor.10,6, 
T heſe things were our examples, to the intent we ſhould 
wot luſt after evil things, as they alſo luſted, But 
how incident is it. to us to do the ſame thing, 
even to with for death, when God hath deprived 
us of many comforts of life, which formerly we 
enjoyed : as if it were not worth whileto live, 
untefsirbe in wealth, honour and proſperity. : 

This is (uch a pernicious error, that I am very 
zealous ro confute it, and to eſtabliſh thar uſctul 
principle which 1s contrary to it; namely, that to 
elcape with our lives 1s a very great mercy; 
though we bave no ſuch comfayyzable livelihoods 
as we had wont to have : yea though a bare 
Itvelikood or meer ſubſiſtence be all we have, 
Feb ſaith in one place, 1 am eſcaped with the hin 
of my teet, Job 19. 20, meaning very poor and 
barc. As Deodate parallcls it with a proverb 
{ome ufe, that ſ#ch a one hath nothing left hins but 
his teeth, Though it may fecma paradox, yet 
It iSa very eruth ; that it isa great mercy ro moſt 
people.hiviag under tlic Goſpel, to eſcape (viz, 
death and the grave). though it: be bur with the 
<k11 of cheir reerh 3 that is, 10'as bare a condition 


as | 
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YObirtcapbe;and lives to. live, though is be 


"ater poyerty, diſgrace, reſtraints and: many 


" wyils more. Whillt rhe'pride and paſſion of 


af. *Men'ſugseft the contrary : Nature it (clf gives 
5 Hem the tics and vores for living, when they 
*f 5otefor dearh :' as che fable of the Conmrey-mas, 
"ith his bundle of flicks , 1ard'it by, ſate down and 


' iſhed for death: death over hearing hins, cameand 


defired to know what he had to. ſay to him, Nothing 


replyed the Conntry-man, but that thow wouldſt help 
me up with my burthen; Shewing that he was more 
williigto rakeup his burthen again, than to lay 
down his. life.” Why ſhould a Mar give all he 
bath for his life', ( Job 1, ) if life be nothing 
worth, when all a man hath is gone? Were the 
enjoyment of honour, riches, plcaſire, the only 
or the greateſtend' of life : when thoſe were qace 
raken away, it would be ſcarce worth while to 
live 'nay death might be more elegible of the 
two: bur ſeeing the great ends of life are ſuch 
things, as are as much within the reach of thoſe 
that are poor, deſpiſed, afflicted, and that ever 
eat with pleaſure, as the phraſe is, Job 21.25, As 
thoſe who ate rich, renowned, aboundinsg with 
pleaſures, whoſe breaſts are full of milk., and their 
bones moiſtued with marrow, who are wholly at eaſe 
and quiet'; as it is expreſſed, Job 21. 23, 24, I 
ſay, toraſmuch as the great Ends of life are, as 
purſuable, and as attainable by the former, as 
by the latter of theſe ; as well the afflited, as 
the proſperous ought to look upon the continu- 
ation of their lives, as a very great mercy. - 
Surely the great ends of life are ; that whilſt 
it 15called ro day we ſhould mind the things that 

E 3 concern 


concern our eternal af : that we ſhould ſeg 
after God, if 'haply by ſeeking after bum we my 
frac im ont, Afts 179. 27. That we ſhould lay y 
a good foundation for the tine to come, that we mg 
lay hold ox eternal life, 1 Tim. 6,19. That we 
ſhon!d now owe what we delire. hereaſter tol 
reap6, viz, To the ſpirit, that we may of the ſpirg 
reape life everlaſting, Gal. 6, 8. that we gh | 
« good flgbt, fails a good . courſe, keep the fan, 
and ſo become aſſured, that benceforth i laid. np fe 
#4 4 crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4.7- Theſear 
the things which God did principally aime ar. un 
beſtowins lifeupon Men, and to which he wor 
have all the good things that Men enjoy, 
ordinated: yea and all their evil things mad 
ſome way or other ſubſeryient - thele are the 
vreateſt impravements-that can be made of out 
lives, and the beſt uſes we can turn them to; 
therefore theſe are the great ends of life. Had 
Moſes thought otherwiſe, he had not eſteemed 
the reproach of Chriſt, greater riches than the treaſure 
7» Egypt : or choſen to ſuffer affiiGion with the peaph 
of God, rather than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin fors 
ſeaſen, Heb.1n1. 25.26, Fob could: cafily haye 
anſwered that queſtion which himſelf puts, 
Job 3,20. #herefore 15 life given tothe bitter in ſoul 
which long for death, which are glad when they ca 
finde the'grave ? I fay he could eaſily have an-Þ 
{wered his own queſtion, it he had not been in 

too” great a paſhon; for he knew full weli that 

the 'great. ends of life were thoſe that I have 

mentioned, and therefore reſolved accordingly 

that all the day:s of bis warfare he wonld wait till bu 

charge ſhaald come,, viz. preparing for it, as 

one t{.t did remember, that if a Man die, bt 
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(PHIL newer [ive ag at, 118. to amend the orthrs, 
and to-ſupply the defects of his former life, 
Fob 14:14 Now what ſhould hinder burthat a 


? ! 'pobr Man may purſue ſuch ends of life, as well 
me 23 Ghe that Is rich yea the Scripture ſpeaks; as 


i it were harder for 4 rich Man of the two : 
Like 15.24. when Feſns ſaw that he was ſorrow- 
full, he ſaid, How hardly fpall they that have riches 
enter into the Kingdome of God? It ts eaſier for a 
Carmel to go thorough a Needles eye, than for a_rich 
Han to enter into the Kingdome of God, But if the 
poor man ſay z whilſt I ſeck rhe Kingdome of 
God, whit ſhall I do for other things in the mean 
time ? Let him cake an anſwer from our Sayſ- 
ours mouth, Mar. 6. 33. Seek je firſt the Kings 
dome of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and al! 

other things ſhall be added unto you, | 
I have ſpoken to the great ends of life, and 
the attainableneſs cf them, as well by perſons 
of low as of high degree. Bur alas how few 
i compariſon of the lump of'mankind, or of 
Men called Chriſtians, have yer attained thoſe 
ends fot which they live. viz. have laid up a 
good foundation for eternity, 8c. and they are 
yet fewer who are able to ſay they have done ic. 
For ſome may have attained thereunto, and yer 
not Know it. How unſafely do they die, who 
die before they have attained the ends for which 
they did live ? and how uncomfortably muſt 
they alſo die; who dic before they know they 
have attained them ? Therefore I ſay it is a great 
metcy to the yuns part of Mzn and Women 
to be reprieved from Death, and from the Grave. 
David as good a Man as he was, beg'd hard for 
this, Pſal. 39. 13, O ſpare me that I may recover 
F 4 firength 
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frrevgth, before I go hence and be ns more, yet\'was 
his condition at that time very afflicted, far he 
ſaith, verſe 10, Remove thy (Froke from me, I an 
cou[umed by the blow of thine hand, verl. 11. wha 
thou doſk corre® may for iniquity, thon makeſt bu 
beanty to conſume away like a math, Which he ſcemg 
ta (peak of, as his own caſc at that time, when he 
cried our, O ſpare me before I go hence. Is. 
not with molt people in the World, as with 1dle 
Boyes 1n a Schoo), at atime when their Maſter 
is abſent ? when it is almoſt time to give over, 
they have fcarce lookt into their books, or done 
any. thing chey.icame. for, bur played all. the 
while? How neceflary is it for ſuch Men to live 
a . lictle longer 2 How ſad would it. be. with 
them, if God ſhould ſay tothem, as to thar [e- 
cure tool s This night ſhall thy.ſoul be required 
of thee > were rhey ſenſible of their own cone 
cernment, would not ſuck men'prize a little.tiane 
in tne World, as thoſe poor Levellers did, tha 
were ſhot at Bzrford about ten years ſince : 6 
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that they might live but oxe day,or bat one hour longet 
fo enjoy theſe Ordinances of God, which(they had for- | 
merly deſpiſed: or as ſhe that 1n horrour cried 
out upon her death-bed ; Call time again, call 
Fire again > It lite be neceilary for thee, .as (if 
rho?! baſt nor yet attained theiends of lite, 1am 
{ure it is more neceſſary tor thee than any world- 
Iy thing) by how much ir is more neceſſary that 
hou ſhonid(t be ſaved, rhan that rhou ſhouldlt 
be rich or honourable. 1 ſay. if life be-more 
acccfiary for thee than riches and honour, and 
any thingof.this World, as it is, becaule,upon 
ct moment! eteralty:depcnds : then haſt thou 
caulc to look upon it as a. great metcy., and 
ro be very thankinlt for it. ” _ * yaa 
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mall . May ir act beſaid) of fomcumen that-are dead. 
bel 8 gone,thatit they bad died bur. nc: yearzor one. 
ba laſt year, or the. laſt. maneth was. mote ta: them 
bu® than all. their life, before; for that they were 
mg born (I mean born agajn):'ngt long before. they. 
tx died. He that.can cauſe. the earth to bring forth: 
08 5» onc day; and a Nation to be barn at, ouceelſa.66.8; 
ll: How great a change can he, make in the ſouls of 
al men in a very ſhorc time-?. Yea, I remember ian 
8 cxcelleat Divine of- our- own, hath a paſlage to 
x this purpofc,v:z. That'one day ſpent in ſervomu me- 
rl ditation of God and Chrit, the joyes of Heaven, the 
8 torrents of Hell , the evil of. fin,' the excellency of 
vl grace, the:vanity of the creatureythe neceſſity of . rege- 
; veration, and ſuch like things, wight contribute more 
(8 to the converſion and ſalvation, of 4 ſinner ,, than all 
= that hath been done by bins. inall the time paſt of bis 
= fe , though poſſivly be. hath, 12ved- many years in the 
WW world, We ſhall never, kngw whar-the worth 
WW of life, andot.cime.is , tile come to improve 
it, to rhole; high: cnds and-purpoſes - for, which 

God. bath; chiefly, given. ig4-as namely.,; unto 
making our.calling and eleQton- ſure, &c, i but 
when we have done, finding how gtcat a;plca- 
ſurea.litele time hath done us ;'of what unſpeak- 
able.uſe. and advantage it hath been-to us, we 

ſhall reckon our ſelves more. bound to-God for; 

ir than for any other temporal enjoymeatz we 

(ball caink a lictle time (ro ſpeak in the language 

of our Proverb) to have been worth a Kings r4n- 
ſome. Conſider hfe as all eltate of hope, (as Salas 

mou (aith;Egcieſ,9. 4..To all the living there 1s hope) 
and death to the wicked as' a hopelels ſtate, Job 
27: 8, For what 1s the hope of the hypocrite, though 
A he 


and then-tell me'if it be nor a x bi 
to live ? But oh the baſe heart of imian; that will 
not: ſuffer him ro know how great.a mercy lik 
is, becauſe ic will not ſerve him -to' improve ir! 
A life ſoſpent as milritudes of people do ſpend 
theirs, will prove a curſe rather than a bleſfing; 
as having done little in it, but creaſured up 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, : Nor is it ever 
to be expected that rhey will bleſs God for life; 
who have cauſe to ' curſe 'the tine that they 
_ ws (thouglt-all thorough their own de 
als, | fs EY woo. 
He that would comfort hirhſclt inthe thoughts 
of his being yet alive; and take: it for a' great 
mercy that his life (though little elfe) is left him 
for '2 prey ; ler him fit down and confidet, 
what carhings he may tnake of thar titne which 
is teft him in the world; be ic little or much. I 
from henceforth he fhall fer his face toward 
Ziv : (et out inthe waies of godlineſs : give up 
| his name to Chriſt - engage in the work he came 
into the world about: enter upon the fear of the 
Lord, which is the beginning of wiſdom ; ſet 
himſelf to ſeek the Lord with all his hearc , or 
at leaſtwiſe repaire to rhe pool of Betheſdah, 
and wait there for cure ; follow on to know the 
Lord, that he may know him : ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtraight gate : dig for wiſdom as for 
filver, and for knowledge , as for hidden trea« 
ſure - make ir his buſineſs that his ſoul may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord; I fay, whoſo- 
ever ſhall do ſo, and perſevere in ſo doing, will 
finde ſo happy a produtt ef that work,whereunto 
he hath colifecrated and deyored the remainder 
0 
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ef his life, as will make himprize and value one 
day ſolpent,more Gas many caies and angomks 
in 20% all che comfort of. his life ; (as he ac- 
counted it), camein by cating and drinkingzand 


| company-keeping; by hunting , hawking , di- 


cing, cardings and ſuch like diyertiſements. He 
wiil- look upon that.time as ſpent in damning 


| bis ſoul (asmuchasin him lay) but the other. 


in ſavingic 2 and therefore he muſt necds value 
this more than that... One was a time of run- 
niog into debt , the other of getting old {cores 
paid oft, or - blotted out ;; and therefore myſt 
needs bethe bappier time of the two. One was 
atime of proyoking his adyer(atie : the other a 
time of agrecing with his adverſarie whilſt, he is 
ye in the way , Math. 5. 2 5,.or of kifling the 
Son » leſt his wrath be kindled ;. and he ſhould 
periſh in the mid-way, Whenthou ſhale eg 
ro take acquaintance with thy'ctofet , with thy 
Bible, with thy -own heart, with the duties of 
meditation, prayer; ſelf-examination , conten- 
lation of heavenly things , ro-which thou haſt 
armexly: been a ſtranger : thou wilt confeſs 
thou didſt but-then-begin co live ; and that all 
thy time before,thou wert bur like a dead body, 
aflumed and :earried about -by- an; evil ſpirit-; 
& wert alcogether like the voluptnous widdows 
of whom rhe Apoſtle ſaith, that ſhe is dead whilſt 
e lrves. » Hh <7 m0 
' I know but one ſort of men that may reaſona- 
bly look upon life to be leſs deſiteable 'as\ to 
them, than death - and chat may juſtly reckon 
it a greater priviledge to die preſeritly, rhan-eo 
live any longer.; and they are thoſe that can ſay 
With. Pal, 2 Cor.5.1, We kyow that if our hoaſe 


YR Pos —- 
of th tabernacl# wart diſſolve, wt have 4 buildiy 
of 'Godj'eternal in the Heavens, © 'S\ioh)' only may 

with good reafon have mwortem'4n de fpderlo'; thil 

15; lotig'ro be/ diffolyed:- But yer chty. ao miſt 
hayc vitans 1m patientia , that 18%, be content 'tojp 
live ,- though in themidſt of- cr>tibie, '- Br alas; 
how few 'of theſe "are there''th' the Chriſtian 
world ; how rarely doth this flower of: afſu: 
rance grow, eve in the garden-of "the Church; 
yea, and amongſt choſe that are' no- weeds them» 
KIVen >! 1g 10 4 C0 THY 
_ *Then bleſs che Lord; O my foul,and ler all that 
1s within me, bleſs bis holy name. yea;let others 
praiſe the Lord with me, and'let'ius magnific 
his' name 'rogethet', that -we are 'yet alive, 
though haply' ſttipr of "many mercies and comm: 
forts of life ,''which we have fortnerly enjoyed; 
OLife? thou artiſweer, though: tull of care and 
feate,, and hardflilp; and trouble on 'ever {ide'; 
becauſe chou art a day of 'grace ,'a time of mas 
king-our peace with God, and getting the aſſu- 
rances of his fove:'; Art thou-yer dead in fins 
and treſpaſſes > -g9 -to Jeſus Chriſt' for ſoul- 
quicknings,. and thou maiſti'come'to live ſpiri- 
tually,cre thow' dic temporally,and be ſecured 
withall from dying eternally,  Hath God hid 
his face from thec-hicherto ® rake a right courſe; 
and-yer before 'thou' dieſt, maieſt chou ſee his 
face with joy. Hath be concealed himſelt from 
thee hitherto , and ſpoken roughly to thee, as 
Foſeph to his brethren ? (when he called them 
Spies;) yet, as heat laſt ſaid to them, I am your 
brother Fes ſo may God tous, I am your 
father ; I am he that blotteth our your fins for 
mine owa names ſake ; though thou haſt = * 
X this 
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roll his while ate in darknels, aud as itwere:in the 
5 rogion of deathz yer may the Lord be hence-tor- 
78 ward a light to rhee,. Some render thoſe words, 
ol Dent. 34+-5-Aoſes-died upon the mouth of God(as one 
--*B deſcants) God-did as it. were kiſs him into heaven : 
'# ſo may he do by thee when thou commeſt to die. 
Maicſt thou nor. yer hear him ſaying to thee; as 
to his Cburchy 1ſe, 54-11. Oh thou affliiled, toſſed 
Ml ith tempeſts, ard not comforted , 1 mill lay thy flones 
with fair colours, and thy fonndation wuh Saphires! 
Lord thou kneowelt how co make me more 
thankful for life without health , wealth', eaſe, 
honour, liberty, friends, than ever I was for life 
in conjunCtion-with all of theſe. Cauſe me to 
' ;3mprove life to thoſe ends for which thou haſt 
oven ic; and give mea bleſſed fruic of that im- 
provement :. then ſhall' I eaſily acknowledge 
that meerly to live with ſuch a heart, and for 
ſuch a purpoſe, is more valuable than withour. 
chis,to live and ſwim 1n all the profits, pleaſures, 
and honours of this world, | 
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DISCOURSE DS... tive. 
Of the comfort that may be received by deing good 
more than ever, RX | 
A Man may do more good at a time when 
he receives leſs. No man ever receivedleſs 
g0od from the world (or more evil) than Chriſt 
did:;z yet no man eyer did more good in it, nor 
yet ſo much,, He went about doing good, Atis Tos 
Z8. yea, and-Iit Was meat and- drink to him, | Jobs 
4-34 that 1$4-1t was matter of oreat delight and 
comfort ro.him. There is a real pleaſure in 
doing, as well as receiving gcod, Pal. 119.165. 
Gre; 


(78) ; 
Great: peace have they that love thy law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them, ' It is ſurely'a peace which p: Kd 
{eth- afl underſtanding, that can guard the heart 
and -mind againſt-alf chat might. otherwiſe of 


tend. David had faid, but juſt before, Sever timauf 


a day'do I praiſe thee (which ſhews how well he 
mployed himſelf _)' and then he preſeutly addy 
Great peace bave they that lave thy Law, I haye 
Pitched'upon this confjderation,beeaule there art 
ſome. who tmce the Fire do even deſpaire of ever 
receiving ſo much good in and from the world 
as they have formerly done: from their trades, 
becaule theyare lefined : rheir eſtates ; becauſe 
they are impaired; their friends, becauſe they 
are impoveriſhed, Now to ſuch it may be a great 
relict;to think rhey may receive as much com- 
fort by doings, asever they have formcrly done 
by: receiving good - yea, and they may do. as 
much good asever they did (Ido not fay as ever 
they-could) when yet they receive nothing like 
ſo much. Some Stars receive lefs light from the 
Sug... which yer give mare light to_the world : 

ſome ſmaller lights arc greater luminarics ; fo 

may the worlktbe; better by us, aud for us, than 

r Bade wont tobe ; when yer ir was never {0 
bad (that 1s ſo unkind and fo unpleaſant to us, 

ando ftraight-handed) as now it is, 

There are more waies of doing g00d than 
with a: wans purſe -onely (though that is one 
way 4a which all mult do good that have it.) 
Men may. do good with: their heads, hearts, 
rongues, pens , lives : by their prayers ,- parts, 
graces, precepts, examples: moſt men have one 
ralent or other wherewtth to do good, though 
many haye no hcarts to uſe their Eg 
they 
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| they be many and great. ' Men of grear. eftares 
mer alwaies keep the beſt houſes, or give the 
moſt ck to their poor neighbours 3 neither 
r\ are the ableſt men in any kinde,alwaies the moſt 
ME uſcful and ſerviceable to the publick. Some per 
"F- ſons as able (it may be) as thoſe that write Vo 
he lumes, haye neyer once appeared in print ; yeay 
5 ome of mcaner gifts have furniſhed che world 
ES with many uſeful Treatiſes; which ſhews that 
TE they who haye received leſs, may do more for 
TS God, more for themſelves , more for the good 
q of the Church, and of the world , than thoſe 
BH who have received a great deal mote ; who ic 
may bearc cither over idle, or over-baſhful, or 
JE coo much awed by that Proverb, That be that 
comes in print, lies down and ſuffers every one that 
"WW will-to have a blow at him; being over-tender of 
" their reputations , like the delicate woman, 
SW that for delicacie will not ſet the ſole of her 
foot to the ground (leſt it ſhould be any waics 
ſoiled or ſullied) or hoping .to ſeem greater by 
concealing themſelves; like thoſe Eaſtern Prin- 
ces, that would not be ſeen of their ſubjets, 
| becauſe they would not be known to be. but 
KB men. Or asif that which Salewos faith, isthe 
way for a fool tobe thought wiſe, viz. by hol- 
ding his peace, were alſo the way for a- wiſe 
man to be thought wiſer. Ir is all in all in 
point of ſerviceableneſs, when men of but com- 
pctent abilities do with the bleſſing of God ſer 
rhemſelves to do good ,. and to be uſeful , they 
our-ſcrve many that out-ſhine them ; and have 
more comfort intwo talents wel improved,than 
oth:rs have 1n five that lie dead upon their hands. 
Some arc all tor the Rake; that is , what knows 
ledge, 
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do at ad extrewam virinm , the fire burns 3 
muelf as ever it can burn : but ſo doth nor man-Wt : 
Kind in many caſes, becauſe we limit rhe exer- P 
cife'ot our power by the pleaſure of our wills? 
and thetefore may be able -ro do more good in 
an-afflite:!, than ever we were willing to do, in 
a-pro{pcrous condition. The good which we 
tteciye may refreſh our ſenſes, but ir is the good 
we do;that will more rcjuyce- our conſciences. 
Dwvid tells us,that In keeping Gods commands thert 
14 great reward, Pal; 19.11. Doing'is a kind of 
$iving, and the Scripture ſaith, /t is a more bleſſed 
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thing to give thay to receive, | 
Lord, I defire not to inhſt upon it, that I may 
Teceive as much good as ever (temporal good 
F mean) bur oh thar thou wouldRt give me both 
an- opportunity and an hcarr to do as much 
good, yea mare than'ever. 1 would pray,read, 
meditat*, converſe with God, watch over my 
{elf and others , warn the unruly , comfort rhe 
feeble minded,ſuppart the weak , fight againſt 
ſin, excrciſe grace, {erve the Church of God 
More 
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ll morethan ever ;. or beter thaneyer heretofore 5 
tor anidifo doing, 1 am confident, that though my 


eftare and worldly allowance .be diminiſhed ; 
yet my real happineſs and comfort ſhall be much 
enlarged. as 
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DISCOURSE X. 
of abſtratling from fancy , and looking at thoſe that 


| are below our ſelves,rather than at others, 


T Ry if it be not a meer fancy and conceipt 
| 4 of thine, that thou doſt want any thing, 
Pur caſe no man in the world had any thing 
betcer than what thou haſt : no better mear to 
eat, or cloathes to weare , or houſe todwellin ; 
wouldſt thou then finde any fault wich thine 
own ? or would it not ſcrve thy turn yery well > 
If thy reall wants were unſupplied, thou wouldſt 
be ſenſible of them , ho cvery body elſe 
were: under the ſame want, If . there were a 
famive upon the Land, thoa would{t feel hun- 
gras much as if no body were depri- 


,yed-of bread but thy (elk, when indeed every 
body were in the ſame caſc. Burt it thy condi» 
tion beſuch, as doth therefore only ſeem bad z 


becauſe others have that which 1s better ; thou 
art þut fancy-ſick,and under (elf-created miſery. 
Thon walkeſt in a vain ſhadow , and diſqueteſt thy 
ſelf- in vain, Þſal. 39.6, Thou wouldeit be well 


enough, if thou couldſt but fee and believe: ir 1s 
fo well' with thee as it iss Crede quod habes & 
habes, Meer fancy cauſeth  HOORT good nor 


evil 


(83) |. | 
evil really to exiſt ,.no more than colours. do in 
the Rain-bow , cr thoſe things which meer ug 
only in our dreams. Are aor the riches of rich 
men a ſtrong tower in their imagination 2 but 
are they therefore really {o?yea,are they not like 
birdsthat take wing and flic away? Let a melan- 
cholly man' read ot all ſorts of diſcaſes incident 
to the body of man,and preſently he conceirs he 
hath them all: Bur is he therefore an Hoſpital, 
ora Pandora's box of all diſcaſes, becauſe he fan- 
cicth hiinſelt {0 co,be 2 Was that mad man in. 
che Comedy robd of any reall happincſs when 
cured, who in his diſtractivn fancied himſelf a 
Prince, 'and'therefore when he came to himſdf 
cried out, Revy2'me occidiſtis anici non ſervaſtis, You 
Have nor cured me, but undone me, - i114 
Fancy can make no man truly poorgor hungry, 
of naked , or deformed 3 though it may make 
them really miſerable, by a falſe ſuppoſition of 
any,or all of theſe, For a- man to think: him- 
{cit notro have enough , onely becauſe others 
haye more, is ſuch a kind of deception , as if 2 
man. of ſufficient ftature ſtanding by a giant, 
ſhould think himſelf to be a dwarte. If we haye 
enough, what matter is it who hath more > W 
ſhoald our eye be evil, becauſe Gods eye'ls 
good ? It you think that others having more 
*eclipſeth you (and cherefore thou art afraid whey 
one it made rich, and when the glory of his houſe u © 
Tacreaſed, Pſal. 49.16, then it ſhould-ſcem thou 
art not content with the world for ufe , but 
would have it for ſpl-ndor, and to glory in, 
Now that is forbidden, Fer.,g-23. Thrs [aith the. 
{ ord, let not the rich man glory i bis riches: But” 
lt him that glorieth glory -in this , that he wnder- | 

ftandeth 


_ 
fardeth; me, & c. If the world were any.mat- 
cer of glory, if men could really te wich 
the beames of the worlds. (as a wife is ſaid 1s- 
cere radiis mariti) 1t is the maniteſt. pleaſure of 
Godzthar ſo far forthrhey ſhould out-ſhuneu: 

whom he hath given more of the world. than 
to. our . ſelves. Either thou haſt better things 
than thoſe of this world to glory in, or.thou 
haſt not: If thou haſt not, thou haſt the one 
thing neceſſary to look after, jaſtead of yying 
with others about the glory of rhis world (which 
is but a meer Scheme or fantalic, or piece of pure 
Pageautrie.). And if thou haſt intereſt in. becter 
things, thou dolt out-ſhine many others in che 


' fightof God, and in real worth 3 and therefore 


haſt no cauſe ro envie thoſe ( whom all:things 
conſidered ) ghou doſt out-ſhine ; but to þe.very 
contenred and thankful. ' If then thou wouldſt 

happy, abſtcaft from fancie, undecciye thy 


| felf, know when thou art well. Ir is eaficr to fill 


thy belly chanchine eye. Nature may quickly be 


- fatisfied : but fancy is inſatiable. 


.' Lord give mc.to make Agarschoice,and to be 
pleaſed with it when I haye done,wz.not to have 
riches (which ſome have, and others thirſt aicer) 
bur to be. fed with food convenient. . 
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DISCOURSE XI: 
Of neer Relations and F riends,being greater comforts 
©. each to other, than they bad mont to be, «+ 


Ne of the beſt waies that I know for the 
—_Cygreatloſs ſuſtained by the late Fire (I 
; | J 2 Ot i) 


\ 
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nd v32ads (if it — %rxs co contribute to the 
'repdFatioh each of other: which mayſcem a great 
'paradox'; thar thoſe who have been mutual and 
-joynefuff:rers,ſhould be recruiced by a collefion 
mide amongſt themfelves. Bur fo ir is, the 
wives'may greatly heip'to repair what their huf- 
bands have loſt ; hnsbands what their wives; 
«hildreti rhe I&ffes of their parents ; and parents 
the 1 es of their.childreo; ſervants the loſles of 
thetr mafters; &c,' My meaning is, let cach of 
theſe, give: themſelves to be more uſeful and 
conifbfrable each 'to' other in the relation, in 
whetihey ſtard one'toanother , and the con- 
tribution they *Thall' make in ſo doing, will be 
Very-<confiderable ; even in proportion to (0 


greets loſs. The comfort- or Jifcomfort of a. 


relation "(ſuch as17 may be) miy ſtgnifie more 
thay'rhe gaining or loling a great part of an 
eſtate, itmnorthe whole. How many good pa- 
rents would. chearfully part with more than half 
of rheir-eſtares,on condi:1on they might be able 


to ſay” off fome one or more of their bad chil 
drer:,-2s that father of his returning prodigal? | 


Inke 15, 24. This my ſon was dead y and is alive; 


wa loſt, and 15 found. The muilerable conſequen- 


ces of this dojefulleſt of fears, never coſt ſome 
parents halt thoſe ſighs and tears , that the mi(- 
Sar 1age6. of. ſome one childe hath done - nor 
would ir refreſh ther ſa much to: ſee Loxdey 
once again in its former glory , asto ſee their 
cplloryn hrowghs Lap an eſtate of grace. When 
parents have 
ir were ) inthe pangs of atravelling woman, 
; which 


> 3 +? i: , ? _ he . 0 | | 
oral loſſesro be'made upto us,is, by 
a Briet (as it were)amonyſt relations 


en for ſeveral years together (as | 


; 


UN 


Hl A - 
which is the Apoſtles metaphor. (5 #Abw ) 
What would they not give co be delivered; and 
to (ce the travel of their ſouls? Ler children 


that were formerly otherwiſe, but become hum= 
| ble, {crious, concented , diligent , duriful, and 


above. all; -rraly religious , evidencing - the 
power of godlineſs to be 1n them ; their pas 
rents that are ſuch , will eaſily acknowledge 
that God hath given rhem more in their chil- 
dren, than he took from them our of their e- 
ſtates, chough rhey loſt- many thouſands by the 
fire.. It ever childrea that have almoſt broke 
their parents hcarts,may fo time their Reforma=- 
tion and' Repentance, as ro do their parents as 
much good as ihey have done tnem hurt, now 
is the time z if they ſhall labour rocomfort them 
after ſo great a lols, by giving them occaſion ro 
celebrare their birch-day, (I mean the day of 
their new birth) whillt they are yet in mourning 
for the deſtruftion of London. Surcly the ſoul of 


| achilde to a religious parent is more than the 


Slory of a City, | 
| Can yoke-fellows do nothing towards repat- 
ring che lofles each of other? What it husbands 
and wives ſhould more ſtudy and prattice the 
duties of their re{pecive relations? whar if they 
ſhould pleaſe cach other more tor their good, to 
edification? what 1t there ſhould be a mutuall 
comeatton between them , which ſhould: love 
and obligethe other moſt, and nocontention bur 
that? whart if they ſhould bear more with cach 
others infirmities, and {eek the comftore: of 
each others lives,as of their own ? what if- they 
ſhould firive which of them ſhould bear che'loſs- 
moſt patiently, and moſt Chriltian-like ,-and 
G 3 ſhould 


7 (86) 
ſhould :moſt comply with the law of their new 
and mean condition ? what if bad husbands 
ſhould henceforth become good , ' and good 
husbands better , and wives the like 3 would is 
no waies compenſate the. loſs which. hath been 
ſuſtained? Surely it would very much ; yea, 
thoſe that know how great a croſs ſome maſtery 
have had,and have in their ſervants; what with 
ſtubbornneſs, negligence,unfaithtulneſs;.8 other 
ill qualities ; eſpecially thoſe char have matters 
of great truſt ro employ them inz cannot but 
think it would greatly comfort them after their 
loſles, if thoſe ſervants of theirs, Oneſimms-likey 
ſhould of unprofirable become profitable, and 
of rebels converts. If every family were furni- 
ſhed with loving yoke-fellows, carrying (as it 
were) one ſoul intwo bodies, dutiful and gras 
cious children , diligent and faithful ſervants, 
ſhould they wearc,and fare, much more meanly 
than they did heretofore , yet would their lives 
be much more happie than they had woat to be, 
It there be any Relations ſo bad they cannot | 
mend ( as lhope there 1s not ) or any fo good 
they need not mend ( which” 1 very. much 


doudt) this counſel doth not concern them : but 


if neither, chen 1s it a good expedient tor eve- | 
ry family in ſome mcaſure to repaire their loſs 
= by ; and how do 1 wiſh ic may be pur in pra * 
ice? el! 7 4 
Lord thon haſt told us that @ brother rs born © 
for adverſity. Prov. 191.17. (ois a husband,a wife, | 
a parent,a childe. Grant Lord,that we may all 
walk in the ſevetal relations in which we ſtand, 
{o like perſons born or cut our for ſuch a time of 
adycrittic as this , thar-we may help to ___ up 
Hr was chap 


=. - SQ 
that breach. each for other, which th 


y righteous 
hand hath made upon us all. bf 


DISCOURSE XII. 


Of training np children in Rel: g10n, that they may 
' Core to have God for their portion, | 


HIS" we not heard ſome parents ſince this 
Fire, bitterly crying our, Alas ! whar ſhall 
they do for their poor children ? They are grown 
up, and ready for portions to diſpoſe in the 
world ; and their pottions, the fruit of many 
years care and {ore trayel , were not long fince 
as ready for ther: bur in came the Fire like a 
j]1anc refreſhed with wine , mighty to run his 


' race, and (wepc then all away. And now where 


ſhall chey have ſtocks for their ſons that were 


about to ſet up for themſelves 2 where ſhall 


they have portions for their daughters to beſtow 
them in marriage ? wherewithall ſhall they - 
breed their younger children like rhemſclves, as 
they have done the reſt? To them thar ask theſe 
queſtions , give me leave to anſwer thus : If 
Four children want nothing elſe but hanſome 

reeding, as to curious works, Muſick, Dancing, 
and ſuch like ; if your ſons want nothing bur 
orcat ſtocks to ſet up their Trades ; and your 
daughters nothing but ſo many hundreds to 
prefer them to rich husbands, you are happy pa- 
rears, For if that be all they want, they muſt 
nceds be poſſeſſed of the one thing neceſlary, 
of that better part which Mary choſe for her 


G 9 ſelf, 


ESPE, | 
ſelf , thatcan never-be raken away from theni; 
If fo, though your afflition be great , yet the 
mercy ſhewed you in reterence to them, is fo 
much greater, thax it is a ſhame tor you to make 
any great complaint. Bur it you ſay that your 
children are ſome ot chem ſtark naught , mani 
icſtly in the gall of bicterncſs, and band of .inje 
quity ; others of them rowardly... yet but ſlen- 
derly hopeful tor matter of grace: I am ſure 
by your own confeſſion there 1s ſomething in- 
comparablic more nzedful than ftocks and pore 
tions to be ſought out for them, as to which 
you may take as effeQtyal a care, and make as 
{ufficieot a proviſion (all your lofles norwith- 
ſtanding ) as if no ſuch thing had ever befallen 
you. And whar is it, but that your children 
may become wiſe unto ſalvation, that they may 
know the God'of their fathers , and may ſerve hing 
with a perfeit heart, aud with a willing mind as 
David exhorteth Salomon, 1 Chron. 28.9, That 


the diſobedicnt may be: reduced to the wiſdom þ 


of the juſt , that they may be born again, and 
may be found in Chrif, having the righteouſneſs 
of God , which is by laith : In a word , that 
they may attain that holineſs, without which no 
man ſhall ſce the Lord, For this care God come 
mends Abraham, Gen, 18,19, 1 know Abraham, 
that he will command his children, aud his houſheld 
after iz, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, 
&c, As tor giving your yotinger children high 
and genrecle breeding : may not that be ſpared? 
it God hath taken, away the eſtates you had 
proyided for them, what would ſuch breed- 
ing co, but raiſe their ſpirits above what their 
congition 1s ke tobe, as the caſe now ſtands ? 
| and 


a | 
ind may not a plainer cducation better fit them 
for char courſe of life, to which the providence of 
God is like to call them? As for your elder chil- 


\ dren, either they are thoſe bad ones you ſpeak 


of; thoſe Children of Belial, and why ſhould 
you covet great cſtates for them > would they 
not conſume them upon their, luſts? would not 
the proſperity of ſuch fooles ſlay them ? (as ic 
hath done many others) and would not all thoſe 
oreat things be converted by them either into 
rhe luſts of the fle(b, or the Juſt of the eye, or 
the pride of life > As forthoſe of your children 
thar are now towardly, but not religious ; cl- 
ther they will come ro have grace in time, or 
not: If not, there will be a {ſmaller accompr to 
jive for a ſmall eſtate, than for a great one, and 
it may be leſs of a ſnare init ; bur on the other 
hand, if God ſhall firſt or laſt beſtow his ſaving 
grace, cither on your children that are meerly 
civil, or on them that are prophane, or on both, _ 
trouble nor your heads any further about chem, 
]0dline(s hath the promitle of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come : God -will with- 
hold no good thing from them thar do, or ſhall 
walk uprightly before him, P/al. 84. 
Now trom theſe premiſes, how naturally may 
we infer, that the great care that. is incumbent 
upon Parents, is, that their children may come to 
be tru'y gracious. Grace without eſtates will 
certainly make them, (though an eſtate with 
grace, like an inkerirance with wiſdome, wou'd 
add ſomething to them for the preſent) but an 
eſtate without grace would probably undo 


them ; cr'if not þe their very undoing, yer 


would aggravatetheir condemnationyery much. 
El l 


EE 
Te may be your childrens advaritagesthat you are 


ſenſible,' that if God, be not their portion, they. 


will bave.none at all, (or very little) becauſe 0+ 


therwile irmay be you had tn txulted them with. 


the World, and never lookr after an intereſt in 
God'for them. © That your children may be ſea» 
ſoned: wich Gracc, | it you- educate. them by a 
proxy, let me adviſe you tq make choice of thoſe 
chat: will cruly concern chemleives for the good 
of their(ouls, and as much to breed them chri- 
ſtians' as (cholars; - and make ic your earneſt re- 
queſt to them ſo ro. do. Having committed 
them to the tuition of .thoſe that are: pious and 
prudent, by no mcanes conjure, them (as ſome 
fond Parents haye.done ))} alwayes to ſpare the 
Rod),leſt rhey ſpoile the Childe. Whereſoever you 
{end them, let your earneſt prayers daily follow 
them: and for this. aboye all things, thar God 
would write his Law in their hearts and pur his 
fear intothem, that they may never depart from, 
him. If you train them up ar home, bring them 
berimes acquainted with the holy Scriptures 


( which Taothy is (aid to have been inſtructed in, | 
from a Childe)alſo with the Grounds and Princi- 


ples of Religion, that they may underſtand 


both Scripture and Sermons : be droping whol- + ; 
{ome countel into them ever and anon ; be poſ- F} 


ſefling them with the danger of fin, the exce]- 


lency of holinels, the-neceffity of being new | 


Ctearures, tlie dottrines of heaven and hell, and 


fach like great truths; fill cheir memories with | Þ 


ſuch paſſages of Scripture as do moſt concern 


them, which may both direQtheir praiſe, and 7 
keep out bad thoughtsz .Diſcountenance all the - + 


manifeſt fin you ſee by them, as lying» filthy 
: | | ſpcak- 


_ » wake. walkm 
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ſpeaking, pride, cn: en: ſtubbornneſs,and 
ſuch likes and encourage. all the good you lce. 
by themaz and reward them for 1c, {peak rothem 
warmly and affectionately of the matters of. re-. 
ligionzthat they may ſce you are ia good carneſt. 
Keep no feryants that may debauch them, bur. 
ſuch as are honeſtly inclined,and will help them 
in Religien, rather than hinder then See ghey 
get no haunt of il] company: Conceale your 

own infirmitics from them all you can, ( Debeter 


| preris Reverentia) that they may not Copy them 


our. - Let what concerns the ſouls of your chil- 
drea receive a (anion from boch Parents : aud 
to make it more forcible, let one Parent 1t pree 
ſent, alwayes (econd the other, as to thoſe mat- 
ters» Let them every day, that you -are with 
them, hear more or leſs trom you concerning 
God, Whet the Vitals of Religion upon them 
rather than jnable them to tell you-who was 
ſach a ones Father, or how long fuch a Patriarch 
lived. Remember them daily and ferycntly 
both in your Families and Cloſets. Bewail their 
{ins next your own, and beg pardon for theme 
Not only pray for them your ſelyes,but beſpeak 
the prayers of 'others, rogether with your own 


. for them, and take that tor one of the greateſt 


kindnefles that can be done tor you. Principle 
them againſt the moſt dangerous errours of the 
times and places they live in : (as Popery where 
that ſpreads, &c.) Intice them- to be much in 
reading good books, and for that end furniſh 
them with thoſe that are pleaſant, as well as 
profitable. Acquainrt them with fignal paſlages 
of divine proyidence, thereby to breed in them 
awtull apprehenſions of God, as the Jewes were 
AE com- 
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commanded to tell their children the reaſon of 
che Paſſcoyer, Exod, 12, 26. Verſe them-in the 
Hiftory of Martyrs, which may ſhew them the 
faittr and patience of the Saints, and acquainr 
them with the doRrine of the-crols, Keep them 
alwayes in ation, to prevent the miſchictes that 
come by idleneſs, Get Maſters for them as ſoon 
as they are fir to go out, and before they grow 
roo ſturdy to bear the Yoak, or make them ſo 
ſabje& and (erviceable in their naonage, in your 
owh houſes, that they may diſcern no great dif-' 
- ference beewixt home and an Appremiſhip,or be- 
 twixc a Fathers and a Maſters houſe. Breed them 
- Tather beneathe, than above what you can do 
for them : uſe them ro be contented with any 
rhing thac is ficeing, for matter of cloaths 8 diet. 
Let morning andevening be (as it were) your 
medicinal times, in which-to give them ſome« 
ching for their ſouls health, nexc their hearc in 
a morning, next their reſt atnight, Beever and 
anon phylicking them for wormes, that is, take 
heed of ſuffering them to be humourſome, trou- 
bleſome,and hard to pleaſe. Make them pay re- 
ſpe to your perſons, that they may reverence 
your counſel. -Give them thoſe repreſentations 
of God, as may cauſe them as well to thirſt af- . 
ter him, to love and delight in him, as to fear 
and ſtand in awe of him: and choſe characters 
of Religion; as may cauſe them to look upon. - 
all its ways as pleaſantneſs,$call its paths as peace, 
as an caſte Yoak anda light burcthen. Teach them 
to be humble, and then Go+ will teach chem, 
Pfal.25, 9. Sin as little as may be for their ſakes, 
as well as your own, leſt God ſhould /ay ap your 
sn1quity for your childrea, as it is, Jeb 21.19. And 
whereas 


+ | And now Lordthat I bave been writipg what 
Parents ſhould: do for their: Children's ſouls, I 


' my Children, by the aflifttance of thy grace. As 


[ed to them that love thee, James 2,5. 


Of that comfort nnder trouble, which may be drawn 


tes ? 


. . 93) | 
whereas in many things we doall offend, begge 
we earneſtly of God that our Children may fare - 
the better for our prayers, and not the worſe for 


our fins; 


: % x 
>; 


dare not {ay with that young manin the Goſpel 
all:theſe things 'bave I done; but only that all 
theſe things I defire to do, for,and in referenceto 


Peter ſaid to Chriſt, Lord thou knowelt I love 
thee, lo can:I appeaſe 'and ſay Lord thou 
knoweſt I love my Children's fouls, and am 
more tranſported with deſires it might be well 
with them, than rhat they might proſper = 
al} other accounts. The only riches that in- 
fift upon for-them, (and Lord turn nor away _ 
that praycr of thy-ſervant,which comes ſwiming 
rothee in meiting teares, and'may lt alſo inthe 
blood of thy Son} 1 ſay Lord, the only riches 
1 infift upon for my children (whatever others 
do'for theirs) is,that they may be 7:< i far, 
and heires of the-Kingdome, 'which thou haſt promi» 


—_— 
wm 
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 -DISCOURSE XIII. 


from-the conſideration of Gods nature, 


Honour the wiſdome of Dawd, who when 
God gave him his eleQion of one evil out of 
three, ( which' he would) made-choice of that 
which might ſcem to come more a 
 IFom 


I$o 


(694) 
Jron) God, (vie. Fa. .. AW Let us fel 


+ + 2 San. 24. out imtothe handief the Lord, and let me not fall in- 


tothe bavd' of Idan, and the reaſon be givesgis, 
becauſe bis (that is Gods) mercies are grea (or 
many»): Ir is a great relictin and under rtronbles 
t£0-look upon/out elves as in: Gods hands, and 
.lrpoa he none that God (in whoſe hands 
/weatc) as farberer than is the nature of any, 
even the beſt 'natured of men.: . They  miicon- 
M#cue Davrd, 'thatthink he: intimates, as'it men 
avert not alwaiesih the hands of God, in eyery 
':kind of affliftion thar betalls them (be it (word, 
-or famine, by ſiege) for all he meanerh is, thar 
/aswpftbnie troubles, we do not fall into the hand 
of men, bur of 'God: as namely under the 
-plague;which-isan Arrow ſhot from God's bow, 
"not: from' Man's. Men are called God's; hawd, 
Pfatin7. 1:4: From Men which are thy hand, ſothat 
when under rherage of men, weare in the hand 
za8 God ; but wemmay be in the hand of God and 
2nobof men,(Bythe way, whatturious creatures 
are} wicked mien, :that * David-[hould be more 
-v$x1y) of\Gods:pumſhing him by-cheir hard,than 
by plague,or fanmne.) oo | 
| - aat under all our troubles we are in Gods } 
hand,is clear. Be allo convinced,that thatis ro } 
be 11 a gnod hands; that you rte ina good hand, 
when in the hand of God, and that will comfort 
RMCxceedinply: Tf:the.naturc and dil. pol ;t1oNn 
of God bevery.gapd, tranſcendently good, that 
is, kind, and gracious, and mercitull, as the (cri- 
*iptiwe rells us ih(nadry places, It is, Exod.34. 6. 


F Tebkem.'g, 17, 28, Jer. Zo I 2, Joel. 2: 13. (With | 
at hundred more in the old:Tſtament, beſides 


\'thenewFThemmuſt we needs be'in a good hand 
[43 6 Þ in WICH 
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when: we arc-in Gods hand, :Is a:Childe (afe in” 
the hand of his tender mother, even: when he 
hath a Rod in her other hand? and arenot Gods 
Children well io the hand of their heayenly:Fa- 
ther, who hath fajd tohis Church, though « Me- 
ther may forget ber Childe,:yet will not I. forget «bee, 


T1ſa. 49.15. 1 beve graves thee upon the palines of 
.mzy bands, &'c. Mcethinks that: heathen Poet ſpake 


divinely, : who {peaking of the love of God to 
man, (underſtand him' but of good men, .if of 
a love of complacency 3: but of others alſo, if of 
a loye of benevolence) Charir eſt i/16s homo quam 
fbi. Man is more dear.co-them, meaning tothe 
Gods, (which plural number is the only thiogin 
that ſaying, that: diſcoyers the Author to; bave 
been a heathen, and not an eminent Chriſti 
than heis:to/himſclf:: or:-God-hath more loye for 
-men, than they have for themſelves. Thar rexr, 
Heb. 10. $1. 1t 1s a fearfnlthing to fall intothe 
bands of the livisg God ; it tity underſtood,no 
' wayes contradietcrh what 1:haye ſaid z for it is 
- meant of. ſo falling into'the hands of God, as 
they muſt do, who. havetrodden uuder foot the Son 
of God, cannted his blood'an #nholy thing; and doue 
deſpig ht to the ſpirit of Giace,\verſ., 29. for thats 
to fall, not-under the meer correing, bur the 
- revenging and conſuming hand of:God, as he 
bath ſaid, vengeance 33 his, verſ, 30, be will pour 
out fiery indignation upon the adyecrſaries, v.27; 
meaning ſuch Apoſtates as after illumination 
rurn enemies to Chriſt and his truth. Burt what 


-1s that to others ? It is ill for the rejecers and 
"Oppolers of Chriſt, to fall into the hand of God. 
God out of Chriſt , eſpecially to them that ſec 
themſelyes againſt Chrip, is = 


cerrible 


EE. On. - 
retxible. -- But itisxwell for the acceptersandres 
ceivers/ofi Chriſt, ro fall into! Gods: hand, for 
gracious: - DIL TEE? 
- He is partly at Infidel that would haye more 
aſſurance of rhe-(weer natare and diſpoſition of 
God, than Scripture'and experience; bur if the 
weakneſs of ſuch: men may be condifccnded toy 
i can preſently call in ſonnd: reaſon for a wit- 
nel, -: Who ſhed abrad all that love:and kind+ 
neſs,and compalſion,and tenderneſs in the hearts 
of:men and women) fathers and mothers, that 
118'there found > 'who+: taught men to know chat 
loyes:and pitty, and mercy, are real'excellencies 
and perfections: but batred and cruchy are odt- 
'ous: and Jereſtable things, the fruits of fin and 
weaktiicfs?: that what we call good nature doth 
.as-much/'excel{ thar we call ill nature, as lighc 
\dort-excell:darkneſs ? who bath given us to uh- 
'derſtanid,'ithat todo good, and to: ſhow mercy, 
care:{acrifices accepta 


God iti and thorough Chrif is unſpeakably 


:the Gemthes arc ſaid to do by nature the things of the 


Lew? and thar, they that have not the Law, are 4 | 


' Exmn'to themſelves, and do. ſhow the work) of the Law 
written: i /their hearts, 'Rom, 1, IS it not becauſe 


love antÞ mercy are agrceable to -Gods nature 


.( the '$eriprure (aith;' God 7s love )..rhat he bath 
"Commended them to us, and made us to ſce A 
-beanty in then, and 'to apprehend that God is 
therewithall delighted, and that with the meret- 
fall, be will ſhew bimſelf merci'nll? Is it not 
therefore; that God: hath called. his mercy his 
glory; and told. us that mercy rejoyceth againſt 

| jndg ment 


| fic able to. God ; but fury and 
- violence hisſoul bateth.* Hath not God himlelt | 
*xaughcas theſe things; and is it not therefore,that | 


UN 


judgments James 2. 13. Much of our diſquiet= 
CE mncnt under affliction proceedeth from mifcon= 
f ceivings'of God's nature, and of his heart to- 
"'F wards us, and forthat we think we (ee a (word 

noref ;n the hand of an enemy, when itis only a Rod 
n of f 7:1 che hand of a father. Therefore it is excel- 
the F jJeat advice, that we ſhould acquainr our ſelves 
2} with God in order to being ar peace, Fob 22.21. 
Vit" O Lord I know it is neceſfary I ſhould be 
ds | (metimes chaſtned » And better by thy hand 

Its than by any other. Thon knoweſt how to do 

I BF it in mercy and in meaſure : Parents may corret 

at F rheir children for their pleaſure ; but thou chaſt- 
CS FF neſtthine for their profit, I ſhall count my loſſes 
FF a fruit of thy love, if thou wilt bur tell me tha 
d FF 1am therefore chaſtned of the Lord, thar 1 may 
h | not be condemned with the World. 


ac : —_—_ 
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DISCOURSE. XIV. 


Of drawing the Waters of Comfort under affiiftion, 
ont of the Wells of Gods Promiſes. 


S full of love and goodneſs as the nature 
of God is, yet guilty Man is loath to lit at 
- pure mercy,and to ſtand to Gods meer courteſie, 
therefore in Heb. 6.18, we read of a further 
proviſion which God hath made for che comforr 
J of his people, wiz, by his promiſe and aath, 
both vouchſafed ro Abraham, Ger, 23. 16. (and 

to other believers in and with him) that by thoſe 
192 immutable things, the beires of promiſe might 
have ſtrong conſolation. The end of divine pro- 


mikſes is, that God who was and had becn other- 
H wiſe 


5 = " I Ee bee c 
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us, might (as it were) eter into bond, (wh 
he could no otherwiſe do) and might give vs the 
ſecurity of his truth and faithfulneſs, as well a; 
that other of his mercy and goodneſs. God 
knowing that we could no waies bind him, that 
is, oblige him in point-of juſtice, or as indiſper- 
fible objefs of his mercy ( which in our (elvg 
we were not) to ſhow kindneſs to us,hach bound 
himſelf þy his own voluntary promiſes, ang. en- 
gaged his truth (which cannot faile) on bzhal 
of his power and wiſdome,gand other attrivutc 
that they ſhall be {o and fo imploied for us, which 
otherwiſe we could at moſt but have hoped, bu 
may be now aflured of, as we are, that it is im 
pclible tor God to lie, Now, as there are pro 
miſes for diyers other purpoſes ; ſo not a fey 


to ſupport and comfort us under various ſuffer 


108s and afflictions. 

may recite bur-rhe heads of promiſes, relate: 
ing toadycrſicy, and it may be not all of them 
netther. .There are promiſes of God's ſuppott 


ing his pcople under afflitions ſanCtifying it to. 


_ them: vouchſating them his gracious preſence 
init; anddelivering them out of ic in due time. 
And what more can we defire,than to be ſcafor- 
ably delivered out of trouble, and mcan time 
ro be upheld in ic, bettered by ir, and to have 


God with us, as he was with the three Children | 
 1n the fiery Furnace, I ſhall quore bur a few 
promiſes of this nature, and the rather becauſe | 


they deſerye to want comfort,who wil not ſearch 
. the Scriprure for. it, that thorough patience aud 
comforc of the Scripture they might have hopes 
Jf men [ad no Bibles, nor could come by —_ 


LIM 


wiſe free to do or not to do ſuch.good things fa 
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Tr I-wouli'nob do thetmiubas wrong, as 10: faile:ob 
h quoring: any one ſuch promiſe, thar:L could call 
the coming © bus now:one. inſtance of each ſort may 

Il 3} ſerve the: turn. As for the.promiſe of ſfapporc 
God under atflition ; it; is as plain as words can 
make it} 1d :'L Gor,.10, I 3s God us faithbflll, who 
will: not ſnffer you to. be tempted: above that you are' 
able, but will with the temptation make a way to eſcape: 
that you may be able to bear tt, Then, as for the 
preſence of God with his people in their affli&ti- 
balſh ofis;. tead 1/9. 43.2, Whenthou paſſeft thorough the 
toll maers, 1 will be with thee, &c. And Heb. 13.5. 
10 Me bath ſaid, 1 will never leave theewor for(ake thee. 
bu} That their. atflitions' ſhall. be ſanQified, is ſecu- 
my red to Gods people by thoſe words, Roms. 8. 28. 
rol we know that. all things work together for good to 
Wi them that loye God. And laſtly, as for deliverance 
CF our of trouble, {which ſome do, but ought nor 
| moſt of alltothirſt after) chere are many texts, 

ci thatgive ustoexpctt icy as namely, Pſal. 103. 9, 
My The Lord will nt alwayes chide, neuther will he keep 
[[- hi s anger far : OVET « Lam, Je Zlz 32s The Lord | will 
Of mot caſt off for over, but though be canſe graef, yet 
Ci mill hehave-compaſſion, according to the multitude of 
cy hs nereres.” Tſa.g7.16. I will not contend for ever, 
I joey vill I be alwayes wrath, for the ſpirit ſhould 
le' before me, and the ſonls which I have made, 

©] God, who isconſcious to himſelf that he cannot 
1 J lic, may well expect that theſe, and many more 
| promiſes of iike' nature, which he hath made, 
© ſhouldcontribute much ro our ſupport and come 
| fort, fitlieach of them would do lo, it ſtedfaſt- 


ly believed. | 
O Lord here are many deep Wells of living 
water, let me not want the bucket of faith ro 
H 2 draw 


(1082) | 
draw cucof them;” Could-I but as ftedfaſtly be: 
lieve them,las thu wilr certainly perform them, 
ro. them thardoy would nor my toat'be refreſh» 
ed with: ſuch promiſes well nigh asmuach,: as 'ir 
could- well be: with their reſpeRive 'performan« 
ces: \Performances'may be (omerhing ſweeter 
but can-be nothing fiarer than are divine" pro- 
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+ DISCOURSEXV.. - 
Of fetching, comfort from the uſual proceedings of 


:God,with his prople,in and nuder affiiliion, 


A- Ecer- all that hath been ſpoken; bech from 
the nature'and promiſes of-God to com 
fore us, our weak taith(more ſhame for it) ſeems 


to.implore ſome. further relief from experience, 


Expcrience is a good" crutch to a lame faith, 
which, were it otherwiſe ,* them tame might 
ſtand and walk wichout .1r; | Since: the 4poſile 


relis .us3; that experievce worketh hope, we will not 


rej-& 1ts afhiſtance, - Let. experience” then tell 
us how God is\wont to carry timſelf. rowards 
his people,in andundertheir affli&ions. 

Firſt, hear what the Scriptute ſaith” ro thar, 


Iſaiah 63.9. In all their affiiftion he was affiifled, 


axd the eAngel of hit preſence ſaved them © in his 
love, ava in bu pitty be redeemed them, and he bare 
them and carried them all the dayes of old, See alfo 
Pſal. 112.4. Tothe upright there ariſeth light in 
darkxeſs: Add thoſe words of Ged by his Pro- 
pher concerning his Church, Hoſeab 2. 14. I will 
allureher ond bring her #:to the Wilderntſs,and ſpeak 

C078 - 
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eomfortably'to-ber. vorf. 57 And I will give her 
Vineyards from thence, (viz,trom the Wiiterneſs) 
ani the' Walley of Ator Which fignifits trouble) 
for a dodr of (hope, and ſhe (ail fing therd"''as-iw the 
dejes of her youth and ds in the day when (he came 
wp from. Egppe. And. 2 C'or, T. To Bleſſeaib4:God 
who comforterh us mall onr” tribulation: "Fo kethe 
ſafferings' of Chriſt abound' 1n' 1, ſo.oar:coxſolation 
alſo abonnderb by Chriſt. ' 2 Cor. 8.2, Speaking. of 
the Churches of - Macedonia, he ſaith, that? 11-2 
great trial of affliet ion;'tht' «bandaxce'of: therr joy 
abounded,' tothe riches of thziriliberality,; arvd 'y iPet. 
4, 1 4,ifIf ie be reproached for the ndime- of: Chriſt, 
bappy are yg for the : [oxrat of: glory reſteth '0# you, 
What do-all-theſe'paſſages feem re-jmply, buc 
that God js wont 'referverthe ftrongeftienrdi- 
als, (1 mean comforts) for his people; to: the 
time: of | their-deepeſt «ſufferings ? "Job '22, 29, 
then Men\ere caſti down, then thou ſhalt ſay there ts 


| ſifting np;-axd; be. ſhall ſave the hxmble perſen,” As 


our-'greareſt. elevations do uſually -precede our 
greateſt cemprations and deſertions, ( as Paul his 
rapture; into rhe third heaven, was not long be- 


fore:bis ibeiog buffered': and Chrift himſelt had 
'received> tiis' bap:ilme, and been honoured by a 


yoice from Hcaven, not long before he was led 
into the Wilderneſs to be tempred) ſo our great= 
eſt remptarions and dejetions are uſually ſuc- 
ceeded by our greateſt cleyations and comforts, 
So it was'with Chrift after he had been tempted; 
Angels came and mimſired to him, When Chriſt 
was cither 1n his agony, or neer unto it» we 
read in -Zuke 32.49. That there appeared an Ans 
gel tro bim, ftrengthning him, It then it be true in 
a ſpiritual, as well as ina natural ſenſe, thar ir is 

H 3 uſually 


| ' (103) 
uſually weſt dark, bj a-liccle hefore break. off d 
day, andithat the brightface of theaven:is berta] * 
diſcerned under groundthan above, (wherethel < 
refle&ion. of beames dazleihi.our eyes): and: 
itbe (6, that when the Bricks are doubled, thay 
God wulethio ſend 3Lſes (that is deliverance) ii 
God never ſpeak more kindly to his people thee 
he-uſerb.co do, when he hath drawn them intoa 
j Wilderneſs it God {mile upon his pee@plethey, 
[1 eſpecially when the World irowns.upon then; 
| and -when their outward ſufferings abound, 
caule 'their inward: confolations to: dgafo. liks 
wiſe, and make light ariſe to-crbet- widarkneſ(s; 
why -ſbonld: I not then ſay;:as Panid did, Pſd 
49. 5. Wherefore (bould F:fear. nm the dayes of evil, 
when #he u»1quity of my heels ſhall compaſs ae about 
( ſuppaſing him ro mean the puniſhment of fruk 
Mich.9. 8..Of bus iniquities) It when I fit in darkneſs phe Loi 
will þe a light to me; ti when T bavermors troubk 
in the World, 1'miy:have more peaccin Chriſt; 
 -if I be in a Priſon, and God wil} therc-giye:me 
Songs in the-night, as he did to Paw ad: S114, 
As 16.-it I were at a' ſtake, and mightthere 
fcel greater joyes1n my. ſoulygthan everci] was ac 
quainted with betore;(as ſome boly-Hartyrs did) 
who could ſay 1 were miſerable, arid not do mt 
wrong ? or how could I poſſibly think-my ſelf 
{o to - - - | - | , 
(al.>2 z; Lord, though I walk thorough the walley of 1h 
q a , ſhadow of death, yet will I fear no evilyif thou will 
| be wich me, and wilr canſe thy Rod. and thy 
Staff to comfort me. Though deep call mpon dery || 
at the noiſe of thy Water-ſpouts, and though all thy 
waves avd thy billowes are gone over me, Yer if thou 
Lord wilt command thy loving kindneſs in = 
M's 21 
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(163). i = 
day time, and cauſe thy Songs to be with 'me in - 
the nighe,” I will not fear, :chough an Hoſt of 
&yils ſhould encamp againſt me,Pſal143.8. - 
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ren of Ehbr:F, crying out, depart from me O 


with thole things which one would think would 
rather diſquier them, as namely wich' others be- 
ing under the fame, or other as great calamities 
as themle}ves.' Solamen miſers ſocios habmiſſe dols- 
715. Though we may nor ſay, the more (in (uf- 
ferings together) rhe mertier, ycr according to 
the courſe of men (o it is, that the more tel» 
low-ſ(ufferers, the lels ſad are they thar ſuffer. 
Neither may we impute this wholly to the 
weakneſs and envi-uſnels of men, {ith the Apo» 
ſ#le from that very confideration, doth labour ro 
comfort Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 10.13, Notemptation 
hath take you but what 15 common to men: and 1n 
I Pet, 5.9. The ſame affiiflions are accompliſhed in 
Jour brethrex, that are in the Horld, Therefore 
doubtleſs there is ſome reaſon why men ſhould 
not be ſo much dejeRted, when they conſider 
themſelves not to be alone in milery, (though 
upon other accompts again we thould be never 
4 Icfs 
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leſs (ad and ſolitary, than Bu none are in trqu-. 
ble but our ſelves) then it they were. as David 
ſpeaks of himſelf, P[a/. 102.7. Like a Sparrop 
alone pon the Houſe tep, or liks a Pellican in the wil- | 
derneſs, or like an Owle inthe Deſart, For in that | 
caſe we might be apt. to think chat. God had} 
ſome particular controverſie wich us more than 
with all other men, ,that he had ſingled us out 
to make examples of us, that he had ſer us like 
beacons upon a hill ro warn and alarm others, | 
or that our (ſufferings. were ſuch as could nor'be 
borne, becauſe we have no inſtances of thoſe 
that do or ever did bear the like. 

Now the commonnels of ſufferings, and thoſe 
of the ſame kind ro others with our ſelyes,doth 
much take cft from all thoſe ſuſpicions and pres 
judices, e{pecially if they be ſuch as we doubt 
not, but have intercſt inthe love and favour of 
God, for thence may we conclude chat hatred 
is not to be known: by ſuch diſpenſations as Þ 
thoſe, Alflitions in oae kind or other are come 
mon to men, yea to good men, or the gencra- 
lity of them at all times; but ſome have them in 
one way, ſome in another, ſome in body, ſome 
in minde, [ome in cſtate, ſome in relations, ſorne 
inall;z but all in ſome. - For Man is born to for» 
row, as the ſparks flie upward, and whomſoever 
God loves, he rebukes and chaſtneth, yea every 
ſon whom he rceciverh 2 bur there are times in 
which the afflitions of many are inviſible, only 
their own hearts know their own ſorrow, and 
wherein they are ſo various, that as we lay, ſo 
many Men ſo many mindes, {Oo may it almoſt be 
ſaid, ſo many men, ſo many ſeveral ſorts of 
miſerics, and uſually eyery one thiaks his own 


the 


Que 


avid 


(nos). EY 
the greateſt, and is ready co ſay, Is there any (or- 


row like to mine. hs 
Bur ic is otherwiſe at this day , God having 
caſt multitudes both of pcrſons and tamilies at 
one and the ſame. time into one and the ſame 
furnace,that none might ſay, others were corre- 
Red bur with rods, but we with ſcorpions: Now 
this being ſo, there are the moreto pity you, 
the fewer to inſult over you : though whea all 


| this is ſaid, I honour them that ſay from their 


hearts, They wiſh they had ſuffered more 
than they did ( if more could have been) it it 
bad been the will of God that none might 
have been ſufferers but they. But ſeeing ſuch 
was the good will and pleafnure-of God , that 
thouſands ſhould be inyolved in the ſame cala- 


 mity with our ſelves , and many of them our 


betters - who is not aſhamed, yea who is not 
afraid to contend with God for what hath be- 
fallen himſelf? who (ecth not reaſon to. ſtand 
before God like a ſheep dumb before the ſhearer? 
Who: would not lay his mouth in the duſt if 
there may yet be hope? W bar arr: thou,and whar 
was thy fathers houſe, that the deſtroying Angel 
ſhall paſle over thec, and thy doors be as it were 
({prinkled, when he entred into the houſes of . ſo 
many, not only Egypriars but /ſraelites? , If our 
betters have been cqual ſharers in this. calamity 
(as who 1s ſo proud as not tothink ſo) how can 
we but think of thoſe words, Jers 49. 1 2. Behold 
they whoſe judgment was not to drink, of the cup have 
drunken, and art theu he that ſhalt altogether go nn« 

puniſhed ? To have eſcaped had been a miracle 
of mercy : but tro have bcen involyed with fo 
many that deſcrycd itle{(s,was no wonder at all, 

| _— | Lord, 


 ,, (106) | 
' Lord, asfor-al{ thoſe whoſe houſes and ſubs' 
Rance this Fire hath conſumed, give theta-much i 
more to admie-thar their perſons did eſcape 
the cammmon'calamity of the Plague , than thar 
their poſſeſſions were taken away by the com- 
mon calamity ofthe Fire: and as tor thoſe 'who 
have eſcaped'both Plague and Fire ( they and 
their dwellings)? let them be raviſhed with the! 
remembrance of thy diſtinguifhiing goodneſs, and 
fo anſwer the law of thy kindneſs , that thou 
maiſt not 'reſerve them to a'gfeater judgment 
chan cither that of the Plague,or char other of the 
hare diſmall Fire. | 


DISCOURSE XVII. 
Of the lightueſs of all temporal afftitions, - -- 


*F is well T have Scripture to back me, elſe 
L 1 foreſee I might poſhbly have been-eſteemed 
both hard-hearted and heretical, for ſaying that 
all remporal affligions are but light : Whereas 
fome would oppoſe their experience ro ſuch an 
aſſertion, I may comply with that, and yet do 
the Scripture right, All your experience cat 
contend for, is only this , that ſome remporal 
afflictions ( and*this in particular) abſolutely 
and in themſelves con{jdered,are not light, bur 
heavic ( as Feb (peaks) like the ſands of the ſea. 
Fharl can afford to grant 4 bur yet thoſe very 
afflitions relatively confidered , and compared 
with miſcries of another nature + namely, with 
incernal and ererna] torments, give me leave 
r0 fay are but as ſo many flca*bitings, Say _ 
arc 
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(v7) 
dancitharucmoſt poyerty is comparable cither 
co:thepains of hell, or pangs of conſcience; Who 
is ſo-defpcrate as .to' be willmg' ro exchange 
meer: beggeryor famineirs ſelf., with either of 
thoſe ?:.Doth not Salemor fay,and-isirnot molt 
crue,” That che: ſpirze (meaning! rhexconfcience ) 
of amn ( it'thac be! foumd:and: in-peace ) can 
bear his wfirmnies, but '# wounded '(parit who (can 
bean? Thar 1s,.none'.can bear. If Fob ſuting 
opor The: 'dunghill; cad then and.chere ſay , he 
knows: ttiat:his redeermer/hveth ;:and; he hall 
one day fee himiwithsicheſe eyes 5; he char thinks 
tim half fo miferable whilſt he.can' fo ſay ,:as 
one that fits npon.a'thronc, and meantime: feerh 
che-band-writing of | God upon the': wall, (as 
Bekefhazzar did:) tellinghhim that he'is weighed 
and'tound too light oc cries out wich .Spiraand 
others n the Eke caſe;thart heis:damned;, he's 
damned ; or bat as David fomeritnes did , that 
God bath forpotren robe gracious tohim , and 
ſhac -up:his: lovios kindneſs rowards him in 
diſpleature T fay ; he that thinks-rhe-larter of 


theſe, 'though upon a-Throne,, 'che:lefs muſe- 


rable of therwo, knows :not:what-he. faith; nor 


whereof he affurms.-:::Should he:be tranſlated 
from adunghill co'a-throne. withſuch difterenc 


circumſtanc:s'as theſe, 'oh how would he long 


| to be upon his dunghil againg with {och lane 


guage in his mouth and heart,aswasthatof Job, 
I know my redeermet lives? 7 

It thy afflition be-bnce-remporal- and: exter- 
nal, fearto fay, nofortow like to'thine.,, no not 
that of 'a wounded conſcience left God hear it 


and be angry, and ſhould cicher exchange thy 
other miſery for 2 wounded confcieuce,' or add 


that 


_ (a0) 

chat co:all-the: reſt ;; that--by woful: expericnce 
thou maittJearn ; neither to oberyalue the. one, 
nor to underyglue the other. And dothe pavgs 
of a wounded conſcience: tar: exceed rhe; miſe- 
ries: of an impoycriſhed:condition ,; what then 
do the pains of hell, which far exceed the pangs 
of conſ{ctence ? The warm that never dies(by 
which 1s..meant a' guawing conſcience). is but 
one parc of the rotments of hell. Beſides that, 
there is the. lake chat burneth with fire and 
brimſtone ; the ſmoak-whereot aſcendeth con- - 
tinually. ' Whar is it! to-have fire conſume our 
dwcllings,in compariſon of dwelling' our {clves 
with conſuming fire , and witheverſtaſting bur- 
nings ?*. who'belteyes hell co be what it x5, and 
doth notthink one year or moneth in the tor- = 
ments of. chat place, to. be: more unſufferable 
than all the vexations of a long and aftflited 
life ; were 1c not leſs miſery tobe as Lezarme, 
that beggar,: full of ſores, and craving of the 
crumbs that fell from the rich maans table, and 
glad -of dogs to lick his fores, yeato be fo for 
many years together, than for the ſpace of one 
year to be as: Dives in hell; carneſtly begging 
tor a liccle water ro cool his rongue, tormented in 
 flames,and could by no means obtain ir>Add the 
circumſtance of eternity. ro the greatneſs of hell 
corments z and fee 1t all the croubles of this life 
do not even vaniſh before it , and appear as no- 
thing. If thenthou art convinced ( as I hope 
thou art) there ts a heliy and haſt reaſon to' be- 
lieve thac mulrcicudes are there (for all are there 
that have lived and died in their fins) let me 
ſuppoſe thee the greate() ſufferer this fire bath 
made (1 there be any one greater than any - 


| (10g) 
the reſt fs andawhen thar is done , 'COmMpare thy 
condition with that of the damned: in hell, and 
then fay's if thy afflition when laid "in the bal- 
lance , _ be nor- tound altogether lighter than 
vanity. If God will aſſure thee thatthou ſhalr 
flie from che wrath to come, all that hath yet be» 
faln thee may be born. _ 

Iris not for want of pitty and commilſeration 
cowards you, that I write this (1 hope my bow- 
els yearn cowards you) but I would juſtifice the 
Scripture, whe it-ſaith, that remporal afflifti- 
ons ate but light. 2 Cor. 4917. Onr light af flitt;e 
os (ſaith Paul ) which is but for a moment, 8c. 
Read bur St. Pax!s perils, 2 Cor. 11. 26,27. and 
his ſufferings, v. 23» 1» ftiripes above meaſure , in 
preſons more frequent, in deaths oft , thrice ſtoned, 
&c. and then tcllme, it his remporal afflictions 
were light, whoſe can be called heavie? Add to 
what have ſaid, that the pangs of conſcience, 
and the pains of hell (which I have made ap- 
pear, do ſo infinitely outweigh all the troubles 
of 'this life) are no other than what ovr ſins 
have deſerved, and therefore our outward af- 
flitions may be ſaid to be light, not only if 
compar*d with what is come upon others, bur 
alſo with what might juſtly have been infliged 
upon our ſelves. So that we may here take np 
thoſe words of Ezra, chap. 9.13. Thou Lord haſt 
prniſhed us leſs thau owr in1quinies deſerve, It one 
that deſerves to be pit to a paintnl and ſhame« 
leſs death z comes oft with a burn in the hand, 
who ſaith not his puniſhment is light, compa» 
red with his offence ? I am deceived it by this 
rime l have not plainly proved all temporal af- 
fictions to be bur light , though ſome are no- 
taing like ſo light as others. Now 
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 - Now Lord, what lhaveproved by Sctipnural 


arguments, lee not; mer-or.; athers: eycr: ſeem to 
difprove by [anti-(criptural practices whilſt. we 
aſien Temporal afflitibns to. be bur, bghr, 
ler ug not groan wader chem: avi they were un- 
ſapportable;, :or ro be overwhelmed. by therri; 
Oh mix not Spiritual affliftions with temporal, 
If thou; wilt: rebuke me ; ſeem not toidonitinehy 
wrath,ncitherchaſtea me in thy. ſore diſpleaſure: 
Let me read thy love in and with: my: temporal 
affiictions, and I hall ever acknowledge that in 
compariion; notonly of brernal.corments; but e- 
bo of inwardaind ſpirituabcronblesgthey are but 

If. 7'i | CTY OMA , !r 
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DISCOURSE,X VIII. 
Of the ſhortneſs of Temporal Affutizons. 


Hough afflitions. be not ſweer in them- 
A, ſelves, yet ic is one comfort ,, they are bur 
ſhort: And, how can the; troubles of this life be 
otherwiſe than ſhort, when this. life ir (elf is not 
loag > Paw cxhorting. Chriſtians to weep as if 
they wept not, 1 Cor.7.29. promiſerh this, Bre- 
thren.the tirue 15 ſhort , v.28. and to ſhew the cx- 
cceding ſhortneſs of. it, he calls ic a moment, 
3. Cor,4.17.. Onr affuiftion mbich is but for a mo- 
ment, Perſons under affliftion are apt to think 
rhe cime long : as thoſe that are in great pain, 
be it bur for a day y or a. piece of a day, In the 
morning they cry, Would: to God it were evening, 
Dont. 28.67. and wm the evening,would to God it were 
m771nge They are ready to cxo. tate __ 
the 


(utr) | 
the Sun, ſaying, why ſtay the wheels of his cha- 
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rior {o long » though he be as a mighty giant 
that runs a race. They would make morning 
and evening meet (if they knew how) and have 
it night ſo ſoon as it is:day', and day again fo 
ſoon as it isnight. Bur is time long becauſe men 
think ic ſo > is a Summer-day ſhort, becauſe 
they. that ſpend ic in pleaſure think ic is night 
quickly , and wiſh it were twice ſo long? ſhall 
we fay the time is long , when God faith it is 


' ſhort? Ler God be true, and ever man a liar. 


We our ſelves ſhall ſay the ſame thing,if wecom- 
pars time with etcraity, as the Apoſtle did when 

ce ſaid, Onr affi:iition which 1s but for a monzent, ts 
not worthy to be compared with the eternal werght of 


glory, A thouſand years with God (becauſe c- 


ternal) are butas one day , oras a watch in the 
night : what then is fourſcore years which few 
excced, yea few arrive to ? There are eternal 
ſufferings, how long are they ? and how ſhorr 
are thele if compared with them ? If our mile- 
riesmay cnd with our lives, we ſhall have no 
cauſe to complain they have been long. God 
hath made our daies asa ſpan, and our years arc 
as nothing before him. Why ſhould we think 
that we are long deprived of thoſe things that 
we could not have long enjoyed ? Do not per- 
{ons that have the world at will bemoan them<- 
ſeives co think how ſoon their ſouls will be re- 
quired of them, and then whoſe all rheſe things 
will be > Had the Ciry been ſtanding, had trade 
been flouriſhing , had waters of a full cop been 
wrung our Fo you, and had God given you a 
leaſe; of all that mercy durins life how ſoon 
would that. life expice ? h@w ſoon muſt you be 
oathe- 
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gathered co your fathers, and go the way of all 
fleſh? how cloſe doth eterniry follow you ar [| 


the hecles > how ſuddenly will ic \{wallow you 
up ? They that had buta little time ro come in 
their leaſes, and no hopes of renewing them, 
count not their loſs ſo great. Thou haſt bur a 
little time co come in thy life , which 1s withour 


hope of being renewed, and therefore what - 


grcat matter 1s 1t that rchou haſt loſt > within a 
few years they that have great eſtates yer left, 
will enjoy no more of them than thou dot of 
thine, which the fire hath conſumed, Is ic an 


eternity of happineſs that thou believelt to be . 


referved for thee ; wair bur a lictle: while , and 
thou wile be in poſſeſſion of it , and then thou 
wilt have no more need of thoſe things. 

O Lord, I ſhall not preſume toask, how ma- 
ny daics, or moncths, or years, my ſufferings 
mnſt laſt,or whether all the reſidue of my life - 
only be pleaſed ro ſay, that rhey ſhall be but tem- 
poral ; then ſhall I chanktully acknowledge that 
the ſufferings of Time are mercifully ſhort, if 
compared with the joyes of cternity- 


he ——— 
— 


DISCOURSE XIX. 
Of the needfalneſs and uſefulne[s of Afﬀiidion. 


VVE commontly fay, that a rod now and 
then 1s as 'gond for: children as their 
meat, and God knows thar it is (o for his ; ſhould 
he ſpare his rod, and ſhould his ſoul ſpare chem 
tor their crying , he ſhould ſpoil his children, 
1 Pet. 
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all | 1 Pet. 1. 6, For 4 ſeaſon ( if need be ) ye are in bea- 


at 


vineſs, If God do nor corre us for his own 
pleaſure (as ir iscertain he doth not; for jadg- 
menc is his ſtrange aCt, neicher doth he willing- 
ly afflict the children of men ) then ſurely ir 1s 
for our profit-We read in Pſa. 5 5.1 g.Becaufſe mer 
have no changes ( viz. from proſperity to adver- 
{ity, but the monnrain of  —_— ſtands 
ſtrong ) therefore they fear not God, And anos 
ther Text ſaith, Put them mn fear, that they 
may know themſelves to be bnt men. (As 1f men,bur 
tor Gods terrifying them by atfliction , would 
conceit themſelves to be more than men.) Ir 
is rendered as a reaſon why the oabites were 

ſo wicked , becauſe they had no affliction ( at 

leaſtwiſe of a long time. ) Jer,48.11. Moab hath 

been at eaſe from his yonth ; and he hath ſetled 92 
his lees , and hath uot been emptied from weſſel to 

veſſel, neither bath he gone into captivity : therefore 
his caſte remained in him , and his ſent is not chan= 


ged es eAgur gives this reaſun why he prayed a- 


jg4inſt riches, Prov. 30.9. Leſt I be full and deny 


| thee,and ſay who rs the Lord ? Dawid himmſclt ſaith, 


Pſal. 219, 67. Before I was afflifted 1 went aſtray, 
bat now have I kept thy word, Belicve the(e paſſa- 
ges of Scripture , and judge atflitions ncedleſs 


If youcan, Wind, (to which ations may be 


compared ) may do ſome hurt ; bur it there 


z Were no winds the aire would putrific,1nd there 


would be no living in it. Standing waters, as 
ſome moats and lakes, and ſuch like ( ro which 
perſons alwaies in proſperity may be comparcd) 
how unwholſome and uauſeful are they ? As it 


1s neceſſary that the Sea (and ſome other wa- 


ters) ſhould ebbe as well as flow, and that the 
1I Moon 
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Moon hou {amneriakd Micrcale, Or wane , a; 
well as wax and increaſe at other times : fo f6 
us to haye out ebbs as well as our tidegour wang 
as well as our waXx1ngss 

It is a hard thought of God , that he ſhouli 
make us drink bicrer and loathlome potiong 
when we need them not, We cannot finde 
our hearts to uſe our children fo, nor yer v6 
corre& them ( ſo much as gently ) when wi 
think there 1s no occaſion for it. Oh that wi 
ſhould think more meanly of God than «of 'ow 
ſelves ; or more highly of our ſelves than of th 
great and ever blefiſed God. Do. we hear hin 
crying out, Hoſ.1r.8. How ſhall I deliver thee » 
Ephraim, how ſhall I make thee as Admah , aw 
Zeboim, my beart 1s turued wuhin me, &c. And 
ſhall we think he will do ſuch things where thete 
is nonced ? Take heed of charging Gcd with 
hypocrifie, who is truth it ſelf. Far be it from 
us toſay, Afflictions are not needfnl, becauk 
our partial ſelves do: not ſee how needful they 
are When will our children confeſs that. they 


want whipping ? ſpare them till then, and youſ . 


ſhall never corre them. Had Paz! no need 
(yca he faith he had) of a mcflenger of Sathan 
to buffer him, leſt he ſhould be lifted up with the 
abundance of revelations ? we haye nor his re- 
velations, yct are we not as proud,as he either 


WasS,0r was in danger to have been ? Some hum- 


ble ſervants of God have {aid they never had | 


that affligion in all their lives which they did 
not firit or laſt findethey had need of, He that 
wants 19' correCtion is better than any of thoſe 
worthics we read of in Scripture z and he that 
thinks himfelf ſo, Tana ſurehath need of it to 
humble | 


1 
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(115), 
humble him. Read the third: chapter, and ſee 
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how many leſſons affliftions do teach us, and 
chef zudge' if. there. be noneot chem you have 
yer to learnzat leaſtwiſe better and more per- 
tealy: than you;bave yer done. Can nothing 
profit us bur that which pleafeth us? Phyſics 
ans. know thar'bicter drinks in many caſes are 
more profitable (though loathſome) than thoſe 
which are moſt pleaſant. Vn :7H 

. O Lard, why am1 ſo childiſhly averſe.to 
that which 1s -{o needful tor me 2 If thoſe. to 


- whom I commir'the care of my body, docoun- 


fel me to bleed or purge , or to. be cupt or ſca- 
rified,, and do-adviſe me to it as -neceflary. for 
my health , 1-ſubmir. ro it 5-and why do I not 
ſubmic to thee when thou: ordereſt: me. uns 
pleaſant © things ;- which yet-are; more needs 
ful. for me > Are not froſts and nipping weather 
as neceſlary.to;- kill the weeds; as warm Sun- 


thine to ripen the:corn?- T hongh 10 chaſtemng be 


joyous for the preſent, but griewons. yet if it marketh 
the peaceable fruits of righteon(ye[s (Heb. 12.11.) [ 


_ "deſire nor only to be patient under it, but alſo 


ET, ee... 


thankful for ir. 


of ny 
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DISCOURSE XX: | 


 .. Of the mixture of mercies with judements, 


T O man hath truly cither a heaven or a hell 
Y in this world, Far as all our wine here is 
mixt With water ,. ſoall our water is mixt wich 
wine: God inthislife doth, {411 in judgment rc- 


member mercy-: ..G94 hath { tt the on: ae har 
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the other. Prov,q.14:;meaningymercy over againſt 


judgment, Ir is not for nothing that the Ap 


file cxhorceth us, in every thing to be thanktul, 
and ſaith,that 4s the will of God concerning vs; 
Bur therefore it is, becanſe there 1s a mixture 
of metcies with all-the atflitions of this life, 
Some may firin {o much darkneſs, as to fee ng 
lighr at all. bur ſome. light there is 1n their 
condition , only they fee it not.. Our late Fire 
was'as great'a tempora} judgment as molt have 
been, yer: he {ſeeth nothing thac difcerns not a 
mixture of mercy with it, Was it not great 


metcy that when God burnt the City , yct hef 


ſpared the Suburbs ? thar when mens houſes 
were conſumed,yet their perſons were delivered, 
yea and much of their goods and ſubſtance was 
ſaarched as a firebrand our of the fire > your 


flight was '0n the' Sabbath-day : 'burt ir was not. 


inthe wimer, in which che ſhortneſs of daics, 
and 'badneſs of - the waies had ſcarce permi:s 
red you to: have conveied away the one: halt 


of what you did,nor only by day, but by night. 


Ic was no ſmall mercy that the Plague was gone 
before the Fire came. For had it been otherwiſe, 
who that fled into the Countrey to fave his life, 
durſt have come into the Ciry to have ſaved his 


_ 
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goods? Yea were not many fled ſo far from the 


face of that deſtroying Angel,that they could not 
havereturned rill ir. had been too late? Would | 


the Countrey-men have brought their Carts and 
venturcd. their perſons if the plague had ſtill 
bcen raging ? Where could you have beſtowed 
your Error) cre where could you have beſtowed 


' your felyes if the peſtilence had bin then amongſt 


you? who would have received them? yea who 
| would 


HIIY, 


. | {o97) 
would have reccived'you, it you had comefrom 
thence. The City could nor dread -the'fire 
more than the Countrey would have done the 
peſtilence, and ſuch as had come from the place 
where it was. So far would they bave been from 
putting your goods into their houſes, that they 
would not have received your perſons intotheir 
baras: and ſtables; which in. the height of the 


| plague they refuſed rodo. When the fire burner 


_ City, there was no more 1t could do ; "bur 
ad an invading enemy ſet the City on fire; 
would they not alſo have rifled your goods, ra- 


| viſhed your wives, deflowred your. dayghrers, 


and put your ſelves to the {\word? Was ir no 
mercy that God by ſparing a remnant of the 
City , kepr it from bcing like to Sodow 
and to Gomorrah ? that there 1s ſomething 
lefr, out of which co make a lictle of every 
thing? Some places for afſembliesyer to wor- 
ſhip God in ; ſome for Magiſtrates ro diſpegce 
juſtice in, ſome for Merchants and traders to 
meet and hold commerce in , ſome houſes for 
perſons yer to dwell in, who cannot convent- 
ently dwell any where clſe, thongh now men 
crowd togerher as in the winter-cime three or 


four might do into one bed, or the moſt in a 


family into ſomc little warm parlour, which in 
the heat of weather had wont to keep in (paci- 


, OUS TOOMSse 


Archimedes had wont to ſay, Give him bot a 
place to ſtand,in the mean time;& che would turn 
rhe world round. You want not a place co ftand 
in, if that may.enable you to turn and wind rhe 
world, If rhen our condition be notall miſery, 


Why ſhould our poſture be all: mourning 2 If 


3 ve 


we receive good- things arti the hands of. God 
why ſhould we nor -alſo receiveievil ? Children 
can brook .corre&tion from. their parents ; bex 
cauſe they have altthings elle from them. Ow 
of the mouth of the moſt high proceederh not 


good ,as wellas evil? Is it God that rakcth away; 


and' 1s-it not God that leaves allo ? - Job'2. 10; 
and ſhould we .not: therefore: bleſs the: narne of 
the Lord ? Doth God create darkneſs, and doth 
he-hot form light alſo ? 1[4.457. Sec how God 
makes the ſcales ro play.one againſt another ; 
judgment inthe one, mercy 1a the other , that 
1t 5; hard .raſfay which weighs heavieſt. . Is 1 


not of the Lords mercies that we arc nor utterly | 


conſumed, : becauſe -his compaſſions fail nor ! 
Are we ſtung: with the fiery ſerpents of miſery, 
& may: we not receive ſome cure by looking up 
tro the brazen[erpents of mercy#(it I may {o call 
them.) . :Haw:'can we chuſe bur call to: mind 
thoſe words of God by his Prophet? [ will correfi 
thee 4 meaſure,yet will I not make a full end of thee, 
Fex. . 2011 ATE: -» of 

-. O.Lord, if thou hadſt mixed no mercy with 
our miſery ;; what could we do more than utter« 
ly deſpond:;and. caſt away all our hopes: and 
comfart?:; Thou haſt mixed thy diſpenſations, 
let us alſo.mixe our affetions : hope with our 
tear , rejoycing with our trembling , thankſgi- 
ving with our lamentations. There is hope of: 4 
tree if-- it be-cut down, that''iit will ſprout again, 
4nd that the tewder bravich thereof will not' ceaſe, if 
the root thereof be yet in the tareÞGani the ſtock rhereef 


1 the: ground, Job 14, 7, : Thorough: the. ſent of | 


wate+ it will bud and:bring forth boughs like a plant: 
©.9;, Thon haft left us a jemwnaut to eſcape, and ig 
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wen 15 a naile in the place of —_— City, that 
the Lord might lighten onr eyes and give ms a lit- 
tle reviving is our troubles, Thou haſt faid 


coticerning Loder , as thou ſpakeſt to Dane! 


in viſion, Dan.4.14.  Hew down the tree , ent off 
its branches, ſhake »ff-his leaves, and ſcatter his frant, 
&c. ntvertheleſs leave the ſlump of its root inthe 
earth, and letit be wet with the dew of Heaven, &c. 
Lord 1 defire mutch more ro wonder that any 
thing of Londen 1s left, than that the greateſt part 
of ir is conſumed. 


DISCOURSE XXL 


Of the Diſcommodities of Proſperity and Benefits of 


 AfiGion, 


P*] erity hath its evils and inconveniences as 
wel as Adverſicy;yeca deadly inconveniencies, 
(as ſome uſe that Epithite)For ſaith Salomon, Prov. 
1.32. The proſperity of fools (hall defliroy thens. 
AndinEccleſ. 5.13, hc faith, he bad ſeen 4 ſore 
evil under the Sun, viz. Riches kept for the owners 
thereof to thai burt, Moſt men are in love with 
proſperiry, and therefore cannor or will not ſee. 
the diſcommoditries of it, as -our Preverb ſaith, 
Love is blinde. Bus how often doth it prove a 
kinde of luſcious poiſon , which not only {wels 
and puffs up them that have ic ; bur alſo frers & 
eats into chem(like ſome deadly-corofive inward- 
ly taken. ) James {peaking ro thofe:that bad mote 
wealth than they knew what ro do with, ' ſaith, 


. The ruſt of their gold 1 UE their fleſt: as 3t 


A Were 
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were fire, Jam 5.5. Why went the young may 
from Chriſt {o ſorrowfully? Lake 18. 23. Mar, 
19,32-Was it not, becauſe he bad great poſſeſſions, as 
Matthew phraſeth ir ; or as Luke, for thas he was 
very rich, Thereupon faith Chriſt , A rich may 
ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdoms of God,, and it is 
eaſier for a camel to go thorough the eye of 4 needle ; 
and Timothy mult charge thoſe that are rich, not 
co behigh minded, nor yer to truſt in uncertain 
riches , implying they are apt to both. How 
hard is it {or thoſe that have an arm of fleſh, not 
to make fleſh theirarm, and ſo ro incur the 
cure? Fer,17- 5. -How hard-itis to be (o good a 
Steward of a great cſtate, as may enable a man 
ro give up his account with joy ? How many 
thar have reſolved to be rich ( yea, and have 
beca as goud as their reſolution ) have prerced 
themſelves therowgh with divers ſorrows , yea been 
drowned in perdition, 1 Tim.6.9, When Jeſurm 
waxed fat , he kicked , he forſook God that made 
hin, and lightly eftcemed the rock, of bis ſalvation. 
Demut. 32.15. What Salomon ſaith, Prov. 3.23430. 
L ook, not upon the Wine when it is red , when it gi- 
weth its colouy tn the cup when it moves its ſelf aright; 
at the laſt ut buteth like a Serpent , and ſtingeth like 
an Adder , may too often be applicd to proſpe- 
rity, which looks and taſtes like ſparkling wine, 
bur ofc times proves a ſtinging ſerpent. I doubr 
not but rhe time will come when many rich men 
will wiſhthey bad begd thcir bread, rathet than 
to have had (o heavie an account to give for a- 
baſed proſperity. | 
Few men have received that hurt by their 
povertie that others have done by their plentic : 
as; for one that 1s ſtaryed to death, _ are 
MY | MAY rg 
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hundreds killed with furfciting vpon meates or 
drinks. Yea «dverſity hath its conveniences and 
its gaod things, as well as proſperity its mix- 


ture of diſcommodities and evil things, As one 


ſaid, he bad received ſome hurt by bas graces (which 
innate corruption had abuſed to pride) avd ſome 
good by bis fins ( Which God had taken occaſion 
co humble him by, for ſo I underſtand him.) 
So have many received hurt by their proſperity, 
and good by their adverſity : been loſers by the 
former, been gainers by the latter. Many may 
rake up the words of T hemiſtocles, and (ay, They 
had periſhed, if they had ot periſhed. They had 
been undone 10 one ſenſe, 1t they had not been 
undone in another ; or ſay as a Philoſopher, have 
rcad of, They never made a better vojage than 
at that time when they ſuffered ſhipwrack, Solomon 
knew what he faid, Eccleſ. 7, 3. Sorrow is better 
than langhter, for by the ſadneſs of the countenance 
the heart is made better, Swywcer things are com- 


* monly known to turn to choller ( which is a 


bicrer humour) and bitter things to cleanſe and 
ſwceten the blood. It then 1 may be better 
by my affliction, and might have been worſe 
for my proſperity ; why ſhould I think my (elf 
undone for the loſs of that which might have 
bcen my undoing? why ſhould I ſtand and 
wonder at that paſſage, Fames 1. 16. Let the 
rich man rejoyce im that he is made low. Had nor 
AManaſſes more cauſe to bleſs God for thoſe Iron 
ferrers, wherewith he was bound by his enemies, 
the 4ſjria»s,than for hiscrown of Gold, Chros. 
33.13, When he was in afflifiion, he beſonght the 
Lord, &c, Proſperity had been his worſt enemy, 
and afterwards atfliction under God became his 

great- 
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orcateſt friend, did moſt befriend him, for ir © 
brought him home to God, and tohimſelf, For 
when the Lord chaſtned him, then, and not till 
then did he open> his cares, and ſeale his inſtru- 
Aion. Job 33:16) 19, © 6k 

When' I confider theſe things, I cannor but 
break our aad ſay: Lord never reſtore proſperity 
coine, unleſs chou wilt give me a heart to uſe ir, 
yea l rather implore affliction, ( whilſt need re- ' 
quires) ſo chou wilt bur ſanftife it, If my drofs 
may nor otherwiſe be melred away, put me into 
thy Furnace, only when I am tricd, let me come. 
forth like gold. 


ck. 


DISCOURSE * XXII. 


Of the graciom ends and inteudments of God in af- 
flicking his people. 


£7 we take any thing 1ll from God's hand 
it we did believe he meant well ? would 
wc receive With our.left hand what we thought 
char God did offer us with his right ? all thoſe 
things in which God hath good ends towards us 
mult needs end in our good ; for the Almighty 
Cannot be fruſtrated. Our Proverb ſaith, All z 
well that ends well, why then ſhould we take on 
as if all thoſe things were againſt us, which 
ſhall in the cvent make for us and work roge- 
cher for our good? Wherefore did God lead the 
Iſraelites about in the Wilderneſs 49, yeares together ? 
was ir notmeerly, to humble them and prove them, 
| and do them good wn their latter end  Daut,'8. 2, 16. 
God ſpcaking of debating with his people, _ 
y 


| Cn . _ 8 

by correction, 1ſa- 27,8. faich, By bis. ſhall the- 
iniquity: of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit, 
10 take away'bis fins verſ.g. And the Apoſtle ſaith 
Heb. 12; 10- That God chaftneth 14 for 'our profit, 
that we wight bt partakers of his Holineſs, Tothink 
that God would corre& his children but:-for ſome 
good end, what iS it but to think more hardly of 
God than'we do of our felves, who ufe to ſay) 
but rhat we think it for their g00d,we would ne-" 


yer ſtrike a Childe whilſt we lived, nor ſhould it 


feel the weight of our finger, Is not God as un- 
willing to: ſtrike as you-can be, if fair meanes 
would ſerve the turn > how ſhall I give thee up 
oh Ephram,but cither he mult cake ſuch a courſe 
with us; or-it will be worſe for us. Even then 
when the meanes which God uſerh 4re the fruits 
of juſtice and diſpleaſure, the end whictyhe pro- 
poundeth in ſo doing, is the reſult of his mercy. 
Though the Husband-man break up the ground; 
plow upon its back, and make long furrowes, 
he intends no' hurt, all is ro prepare it for the 
ſced. Whatſeever the face of Gods ations or 
aftings towards his people may be, to be ſure he 
hath alwayes good intentions as rowardsthern, 
for he 1s tender of them 14 of the apple of hw eye, 
Zach. 2,8, And give me leave to {ay there is a 
Sreatdeale more comfort in the good meanings 
of God than of men y becauſe men'may meane 
well: when yer they may do very ils yea that 
very thing which they deſigned for much good, 
may do much hurt, '' The Amalekite that told 
David he had killed! Saw!, deſigned to ger a re- 
ward for himſelf, 2 Sam. t. 2. but we ſee it coft 
him his life. But che defgnes of God cannot 
be defeated. 'Prov.19.21, The connſell of the Lord 

hs that 
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that ſhall ſtand, Fob23.13, He is of ove minae, 
and who can turn hins, and what by ſoul defireth that 
he doth. Ir is yet a furcher comfort that we may 
nor only. know 1a the general that God intends 
the good of his people in atfliting .them , 
bur alſo in particular that he intends our good. 
thereby- 

For firſt of all, If it be ſo that God hath crea» 
ted in us hyngrings and thirltings after a ſanRti- 
fied ule of our afflitions, ſo that we more long = 
ro be brought our of {in by affliion, than to 
be brought our of atfliftion by deliverance z 
we may be confident, he that created thoſe hun- 
grings and thirſtings after learning righteouſ- 
neſs by the judgments that are upon us, and 
obedience by our ſufferings, will ſlatisfie them. 
HMat.5. 6. 

Adoreover, It God bath given us a ſanfQified 
ule of mercies rime atiter time, if mercies have 
done us goods atflictions ſhall do ſo likewiſe, 
' Weſomtimes give our childrendelightful chings, 
_ only to pleaſe them bur not diſtaſtfal things, 
unleſs it be ro profit them; neither will God do 
otherwiſe by his children, 

Again, It afflitions aRually do us goad, and 
make us better, we may be ſure they were ſent 
of God for that end and purpoſe : for it is not by 
accident, bur by divine appointment that evil 
things ſhould do us good ; though it is true they = 
may do us hurt thorough our own defaulr, how 
be it God had madethem capable of doing us 
900d, if we had not abuſed them. We can bring 
evil out of good, and darkneſs our of light : 
bur it is God only that can bring good out 'of c- 
vil, and light out of darkneſs. God rene: 
ends 
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ſends affliftions to do his enemies good, (as X1a- 
naſſch for inſtance) and will he (end them todo 
has friends hurt > 
O Lord how uſval is it with vs to double and 
treble our miſeries, by miſinterpreting the ends 
of God in infliting them, as if thou didſt ir 
only to wreak thine anger upon us, and to wreak 
thy wrath from heaven againſt us, as it thou 
didſt wher thy glittering {word that thou mighc- 
eſt render vengeance, when yet thos chaſteneſt us 
only as a Mar chaſineth his Son, Dent. 5. how 
oft do we think that thou haſt laid thy Axe to 
our Root, when it is:but thy Pruning-hook to 
our ſuperfluous branches: Dorh it not grieve thy 
ſpirit ro be thus miſconſtrued and hardly thought 
of, as it would cut us to the heart to be miſtaken 
for enemies, When we have done and- ſpoken as 
true friends >: Lord open'thy heart to us, as 7e- 


ſeph opened his ro his brethres, when after an- 


gry looks and-threatnings, he comforted them 
wich ſaying, am your brother Foſeph, whith be- 
fore they knew not. Lord it ſhall ſuffice, ler 
our troubles be what they will be, if we may bur 
read thy love in them, and if thon wilt but ſay 
to us, as to thy people of old, Fer: 29. 11. 4 kyow 
the thowghts that I think towards you, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to grove you an expetted end. 


Ce. ee SEE "IN" en 


DISCOURSE XXII). 
Of Reſignation to God, and acquieſcing 1% his good 
pleaſare, 


HY good is itto be willing tobe at God's 


diſpoſe ? how meet is it to be ſaid to God, 
not 
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nox as, I, will, but as.thou wilt? ſhall we pray 
( as Chriſt bath taught us.) that the will of Gad 
may be done, and yet be impatient. gt Gods do- 
ing his own. will > Is. it fit that Gods wilkſbould 


take place or ours ? who. are-,We-that we | 


ſhould ſer our ſelves, ro; contradj& and- oppoſe 
the good plcaſure of. Gag, be. it that-our houſes 


ſhal} be fired, our geods- burnt,; our head City 


laid waſt, |, Did Abraham withitand God when 
he bid:t1m ta ſacrifice his dear-{ſaes (the heire of 
promiſc)-with bis ownhand?. Did he not, as.to 
that, lie. at Gods foor when he called himto it ? 
Are we better than. Moſer, then. Haxor the Sainr 
of the Lord, than: David, than; Hezehzab, 
than Feb, yea than Chriſt him(clf, who had ali 
learn'd to ſtoop to God, in very: difficalt caſes? 
Can we betoo good todo its it they were not ? 
When God told LHeofes he ſhould go-:up $0 P:ſ- 
gah, and takea view of Canaan, buttharhe ſhould 
never enter. into it, Det, 3. 27. :\Ne-finde not 
one ward that:he. replyed, after he, bad once 
made his requeſt, and God had {ajd; ſpeak no 
more of. this marter-, . When God had by. fire 
conſumed ANadab and eAtibu, the. two Sans of 
Aaron, oſes. did/but {ay. to him The Lord will 
be [enflifitd in thers that come moh te him, and. be 
glorified before all the people, and Azron beld. bis 
peace, Levit, 10, 3- Whenold Et; had received 
a dreadfull mefſagefrom God by a Child, for fo 
Samnel then was, 1 Sam. 3. 18. How meekly 
- did he reſent it, laying, It « the Lord, let bem do 
as ſeemeth lim good, When David was flying 

from the face of his rebellious Son A#&falom,and 
raking leave of the Ark of God, '2:Sam, 15.26. 
If the Lord ſay 1 have ne_delight in theo, brhoid-beys 
| an 
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am I, let bims do to me what ſeemeth him good > 
At another time, when David was even conſu- 
med by the blow of Gods hand, P/al. 39. 10. 
he ſaith, # was dansb ard opened not my month, be- 
cauſe thou didſt it, verſ. g. And ag for Hezekiah, 
chough a King alſo, ( as well as David) yer {ce 
how his ſpirir buckled to God, when the Pro» 
phet brought him word, that God had taken 
away the tcc-ſimple of all he had from his c617- 
dren, who ſhould be Eunnches tothe King of Baby- 
bon, Iſa. 39. 7, And left him bur his life in ir. 
Good ts the Word of the Lord, ((aith he) which thox 
haſt ſpoken, verſ.8, As tor Job who had been the 
greateſt of all the Men' of the Eaſt, when he 
had loſt all but a vexatious Wite , prompting 
him to curſe God, - yet cried he out, Bleſſed be the 

Nams of the Lord, Job 1. 21. * 
Behold a.greatet inſtance of patience and ſqb- 
miſſion than any of rheſe, both for that his per= 
{on was more. excellent, and his ſuffetings far 
greater, having been. a Man of forrowes all his 
time, Iſa, 53-7. He was oppreſſed and he was affii- 
fed, yet be opened wot bis mouth, brought as a Lamb 
to the flanghter, and as a Sheep befoxe the Shearer 
#% dumb, ſo he opened not his month. When he was ree 
viled he reviled not again : when be ſuffered he threat- 
ned not, but commited hinsſelf to him that judgech 
righteouſly, 1 Pet, 2. 33» Wag not. this Written 
for our imitatian > verſe 2x. Chrift alſo ſuffered 
for us, l:aving ut an example, Did he, who is God 
equal with the father, ſubmit even to the pain- 
full;and ſhamefull,and curſed death of the croſs, 
and ſhall we think our ſelves too good to ſRoop 
to leſſer ſufferings and humiliations ? he that can, 
ſubmic'to Godzmay be happy in any content : 
Y 
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he thac cannor, will be happy in no condition - 


this World can afford him,in which all our roſes 
are full of prickles, and all our wayes ſtrowed 
and hedged up with thornes, more or leſs. Yea 
not only the Church milirant upon Earth, but 
even the Church triumphant, in heaven, could 


not be free from miſery, it the will of glorious | 


Saints were not melted into the will of Gods 
Abraham would be cycr and anon grieying to 
think of Dives and others in his caſe, if his will 
were not perfetly conformed to the will of God, 
Many things fall out in this life, which we would 
not for a World ſhould be,it we could and might 
preveat them; but when the pleaſure of God is 
once declared by events, even in thoſE caſes 
ought we to fit down ſatisfied, Abrabem would 
not have ſacrificed ' Iſaac for the whole World, 
buc that God made as if he would have him fo 
to do, and then he yielded preſently. If blinde 
fortune did govern the Werld, whoſe heart 
would it not break tothink of ſo famous a Ciry 
ina few dayes laid in aſhes: but fith it was the 
will of God ir ſhould be ſo, who ordereth all 
chings according to the counſel of. his will, ler 
all the Earth be filent before him, let us be ſtill 
and know that he is God. Who ſhould rule the 
World bur he that made it, and that upholds ir 

by the Word of his Power? He can do us no 

wrong if he would, ſuch is hisefſential holineſs, 

( which alſo makes ic impoffible for him to lie ) 

he would do us no wrong if he could, ſuch is his 
infinice juſtice, He can do nothing bur what is 
conſiſtenc with infinice wiſdome, patience,good- 
neſs, mercy, and every perfe&tion, and how un- 


reaſonable 1s it not to ſubmic to that which is 
COlls 
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| conſiſtent with all of theſe > ſo doubtleſs was 


che burning of our renowned City: (as ghaſtly a 
ſpeRacle as ir 1s to behold)elſe it had neyer come 


i to pals. 


O Lord I am (eufible chat I have need of line 
upon line, precept upon precept, and example 
upon example, to reach me this hard leſſon of 
ſubmiſſion ro thee ( though the obje& of that 
ſubmiſhon ſeem co be only my condition in chis 
life) for I no where finde that thou requireſt me 
and others to be wiiling to periſh eyerlaſtingly) 
Thou knoweſt how- much thy glory \ and rhe 

comfort of thy poor Creatures are concerned in 


it, that we ſhould know how to reſign up our 


ſelves ro thee; inable us to be contented with 
whatſoever thy will hath been or ſhall be con- 
cerning us, and then be pleaſed to do with. us 
(as to this World) what thou wilc. 


——— 
—_ 


DISCOURSE. XXIV. 


Of taking occaſion by this to ſudy the vanity aud nn- 
certainty of all earthly things. ; 


j [ F a glorious City turned incoa ruinous heap 


in four dayes time, when no vifible enemy 
was at handrodo it: if the reducing hundreds 
of Families to almoſt beggery,thart liv'd:in good 
faſhion 1a leſs than one week before, by an unex- 
pected meanes, and in a way not poſſible to be 
foreſeen : if knocking a Nation out of joynt all 
of a ſudden (like a body that had been tortured 
upon a Rack) be nor loud Sermons of the vani- 


ty and uncertainty of all earthly things, ſurely 
K there 
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there will benane ſuch tl] that time ſhall.come, 
chat St, Peper: ſpeaks of; 2 Pet. 3+ 10, When the 
Heavens ſhall: paſs away with a great noiſe, and tly 
Elements (hall melt with fervent heat, the. Earth 
alſo, and the works that are thereiy ſhall be burnt my, 
What a Comment was this proyidence upon that 
Text, P/al. 29.5, Verily: every Man at his bef 
fate i altogether wanity ? , How did it eyince the: 
P(almiſt ro {peak right, ; Pſal. 63. 9. Nor on] 
when he faich Her of low degre: are vanity, (hid, 
moſt people do believe) bus allo when he ſaith, 
Men of high degree are @, lie, to be laidin the bale | 
lance they. are altogether lighter than vanity (which 
few afſcntumea;) ti things are called vanity. (as | 
moſt 'properiprchry are) from their aptaeſs, ro | 
vaniflyand'tditappear, {ram their raking wings 
and flying away from us': chen ſurely the vaniſhe | 
ing and flyiag away of a famous City upon the 
wings Of the fire, and of the wind, (which were 
the bellowcs inraging that fire) are a great argu- 
mer of thig yanity of all things here below. 
Amoneſt all ſublunary things, what could 
be thought to:have moreſtabilicy and certaimy 
in it than the City of .Loadox had, as tothe body 
and buik of it> elſe why were ſo many wile 
men willing. venture all they had in the.world 
in that one bottome? Moſt men dreampt as little 
of the burning'of all, or the moſt of London, -as 
of burning up the whole World before the day | 
of Judgment : and it is like did think ic not ons 
ly improbable, bur upon the matter impoſſible, 
as not doubting, bur if fire did happen in any 
part of the City, one or moxe, there would be 
men and meanes enough to extinguiſh it(as they 


uſe co do) This Mountain was thought to oy 
0 
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ſo ſ{trongy as that it could not be removed in ſuch 
- 2 Wayas it was. He that had: ſaid, but whar if 
the whole City ſhould be burnt? would have 
been anſwered by moſt men, with the Proverb, 
what if the skie ſhould fall? yet bave we (cen this 
famons City wither like Jonah's Gonrd,. though 
not in one days yet ina very few. ' May we not 
apply to it thoſe words of Dawid,ufed inanother 
caſe, we have ately ſeen it in great power, 
ſpreading it ſelf like a green Bay Tree: we 
paſled by, and loe ic was not, we ſought ir,and 
ic could not be found. Pſal. 37. 35, Who can 
but think of the Pſalmif's expreſſions upon this 
occaſion, Pſal. 74. 5+ 4A mar was famous accord 
ng as be had lifted np Axes xpon the thick, Trees, 
(zz, in order to building the Femple : ſo likes 
wiſe to build the Ciry, or any part of it) &xt 
now they break down the carved work thereef with 
Axes and Hammers: \uch execution hath the Fire 
done, thar greater cou!d not have been done,nor 
yet (o great by Axes and Hammers, and verſ, 7. 
and 8. They have caſt Fire into the Santluary, they 
have burnt up the Synagogues of GM in the Land. 
We read of Sodom's being overthrown in a moment 
and no hands ſtayed on her, Lam.4, 6. Was 'it n0t 
ſo with Loudon ? Is any Man's life (o certain as 
the continuance. of Loxdon was thought tobe ? 
Who did notexpet that both he and his fould 
bave been in their Graves before L:n4o: irad 
come to lie 1n aſhes ? who thought not that the 
City, which had ſurvived many ages paſt,would 
alſo have ſurvived: many ages to come > who 
would not havethought thar a Leaſe tor fo long 
as Londen (ſhould ſtand, had been mote durable 
than if ic had run for the lives of a hundred men? 
K 3 yec 
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yet evenin it have welſcen thoſe words fulfilled, 
Iſa. 40. 6. All fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs 
- thereof as the flower of the Field, Pſal. 90.6, In 
the mormug it flouriſheth and groweth up , in the 
evening it 15 cut down and withered, 

Burt may ſome ſay, Lad is certain, though 
houſes be caſual;neither can moth ear it, nor ruſt 
corrupt it, nor theeves ſteale ir, nor yet fire con- 
ſame it ; for chat matter, all char can be ſaid, 


Land is like to ſtand where it 1s, bur chat it {| 


will alwayes abide by the preſent and proper 
owners of -it, that is as uncertain as any thing . 
elſe. If Ahab have a minde to Naboth's Vineyard, 
Jezabel knowes how to get it for him, though 
Niaboth would not part with it. Ir is but paper 
and pzrchmear that men have to ſhow for their 
Lands, and are not they more eaſily conſumed 
than a whole City : or may they not be Joſt or 
ſtollen, or ſo bafled by the artifice of corrupt 
Lawyers, that they fhall do us no gooJ ? we 
ſee then that which was lookrt upon by all men 
to be as great a certainty as this World hath 
any, is dried up like a deceirfull Brook in 
Summer, Fob 6. 17» | 

O Lord, when I remember theſe things, I 
cannot but pour out my ſoul in me, and my ſup- 
plication unto thee, ſaying, O Lord, give me 
not my portion in theſe things, which may ſo 
caſily be taken away, ſuffer me nor to ſer my 
heart upon things, of which ir is ſaid, they are 
not, becauſe they rake wings & flie away,but give 
me to inherit durable ſubſtance,(or that which , 
as thou haſt called it, Heb.teſh, Prove ) Fire me 
our of the love of the World, by what thou haſt 
cone to the City, and give me to minde _ 
thou 
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thou haſt ſaid, 1 John 2. 25. Love not the world, 
xor the things of the world, for the world paſſeth away, 
&s, Give meto confider how milcrable] am, 
if Thave intereſt in no good things, butthoſe 
which one nights fire,or one dates trial at law 
may take away from me? I ſce we are all te- 
nants at will, as to all we have in this world, 
and thou ſealeſt a leaſe of ejetmenr when thou 
- pleaſ(cſt: burthere is an inherirance incorrupti- 
ble, and that fadeth not away , reſerved for thy 
people in the heavens. Oh give us here an a- 
 bui* #ntentrance into it, and hereafter the end 
le{&>0fleffion of ir. And as experience ſheweth 
us Þ& vanity of all things here below , let us 
by means of faith, which is the ſubſtance of | 
things hoped for, and cyidence of things nor 
ſeen foreſee the reality , and in part fore-enjoy 
the ſweetneſs of thoſe better things that arc 
above. 


BY 
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DISCOURSE XXV. 


Of net being too eager upon the world, after this gre at 
loſs. 


Am jealous over ſome men (pardon me, a 

oodly jealouſfie) leſt they ſhould veretie that 
Proverb, which faich, that Faſting from two 
meales, makes the third a glutton. Trading hath 
been twice interrupted of lare ; once by the 
Plague, and fince by the Fire; and now it'is 
muchto be fcared leſt men ſhould fall roo eager» 
ly to it again, like thoſe that having been al- 
FS K 3 moſt 
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moſt ſtgzyed, when they come at meat again, 
arc a7tto ſurfeir, Now God hath burnt your 
forme: houſes, take heed of burning your own 
fingers, i: hiring ncw oaes at roo great Fines 
and Rents. fmember the words of God to 
Paruch, Jereg; .:. Prhold that which 1 have built 
13i.,; break down ; ana ſeekeſt thog great things for 
tz j<:f zeethe world beuier, vetore you have 
DG GO 66. With It than you needs muſt ; Chil- 
d:ci: thar draw a breaſt too hard, that hacia but 
liric 1n1t, what do they but fall themſelves with 
wind 2 Truſt nor your (elves too far with he 
world, for it is a {lippery thingy and may {:,xve 
you ſuch another trick: who would tolle , 4 in 
the Fire, to lay up treaſure for another Firs: to 
conſume 2? Ought they that have wives ( and not 
much more they that have trades) to be as thoxgh 
they had none? 1 Cor, 7. 30. Becauſe the faſhion of 
the world paſſeth away. A moderate care to recruit 
ſome part of our loſles is not to be blam<d : bur 
an immoderate , will do more hurt than good. 
T hey that will be rich(be it aiter great loſſes) fall 
2nt0 temptation axd a ſnare, 1 Tim.6.9. It is not 
for us to ſay we will be rich, then of all times, 
when God hath ſaid in efte&t rhat he will have 
us Poor: thongh wait upon his providence we 
may and muſt,for a convenient ſubſiſtance: 

O Lord, thou haſt given us fair warnins not 
to {ct our hearts upon this world, or flie too 
faſt after that which flies ſo faſt away from-us. 
Sin and the. world are two enemies we are not 
bound to love ; yea, we are bound nor: to: love 
the firſt at all, the laſt,much. Seeing jt: isthe 
pleaſure of God to take the world from: us's: let 
us take off our hearts from ir. ift God withdraw 
(ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual mercics, it isro make us purſue them 
more.cagerly ;. bur1t he withdraw temporah ir 
is:that we ſhould profccute them moxe indiffe- 
rently; It being one of thy deſigns, O Lord, in 
taking part of this world from us , to make -us 
mind this leſs , andthe next,more ; far be it 
from' us upon that account to minde this world 
more, and that which is to come, ls ; or to rob 
our general calling , to recruit our particular 
when we ſhould rather borrow ttme from our 
particular callihngs which thou haſt diminiſhed, 
ro-add to our general. O Lord, teach us nei- 
cher to deal with aflack hand ( which thou haſt 
ſaid, tends to poverty) not yet to be fo hot upon 
it,asif we were rcſolved by che fire of our zeal 
for the world, ccrtainly to repair what thon 
haſt impaired. by the fire of thine anger : bur 
give us rather to ſtidy how contcntedly and 
comfortably we may live for leſs, rhan how we 
may regatn and repoflc(s as much as ever. 
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DISCOURSE XXVI. 


Of chufing rather to contiane n:.der aſſiiftion , than 
to eſcape by ſins 


6 is the greateſt miſery that atrends a ſuffe- 
riag condition, that it trempts men to ſeek a 
deliverance by fin, Agar gives this reaſon why 
he deprecated poverty, Prov. 30. 9, Leſt (faith 
he) 1 be poor and ſteal , and take the name of the 
Lord in vain, Even Thett irs felt is araking of 
Gods name in vain., as bcing a praical deny- 
ins of Gods alſuſficiency to provide for us,with- 
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our the interpoſition of our fin, and there- 
unto are men tempted by cxtream poyerty, It 
were cafie to recount many indire&t courſes 
which are taken by men and women , utcerly 
to defend themſelves againſt want. Some be« 
take themſelves ro unlawful trades, no leſs than 
proſticuting their own bodies, or the bodies of 
others, therewith to provide for their backs 
and bellies; ſome have other trades as bad as 
that (if ſo bad can be;} others uſc lawful cal- 
lings unlawfully , vending bad commodities, 
taking unconſcionable rates, pinching thoſe 
Poor people that work tothem. Some go the 
way of open violence, ( as by robbery, cxtor- 
tion, oppreſſion, ) others the no leſs diſhoneſt 
way,ot ſecret fraud and couſenage, Soppe ate 
tempted to break, nor becauſe they cannot 
pay their debts and live : but becauſe they can» 
nor live ſo as they were wont to do if they 
ſhould pay their debts , and therefore they will 
rather defraud their Creditors,than their Gen:w, 
Some , 1f God take away from them bur ſome 
part of what he hath given them, reſolve to 
lend him nothing (in that ſenſe as they who give 
ro the poor, are ſaid to lend to the Lord ) nor 
bur that they are more able than ſome others 
whoare careful ro maintain good works , and 
to be very charitable: but becauſe they are nor 
fo able as they have been; as who ſhould ſay, if 
God impair his wonted bounty towards them, 
( though much- of his bounty be {till extended 
rowards them, howbeit not ſo much as former- 
ly) they will puc an imbargo upon all their cha= 
rity, nothing ſhall go out to the poor, if there 
come -not into: them ſo much as formerly, Ir 
ſounds 
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ſounds like taking ſome kind of revenge upon 


God himſelf. | 

I wiſh the words of David, Pſal, 10, 9g. were 
not applicable ro many , where ſpeaking of a 
wicked man, he ſaith, He leth i» wait to catch 
the poor : be doth catch the poor when he drawath 
him into his xet. Arcthere nor many that work 
upon the neceſlicies of poor men, and grinde 
their faces when they have them at an advan» 
tage? Thele are {ome of the ill methods andar- 
tifices whereby too many attempt to make up 
cheir loſſes. Bur better it were to be alwaics 
poor,than to grow rich by ſuch waies as theſe, 
Where fin is made uſe of as the cure of AMi&i- 
on:the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe,and ir is 
as our Proverb (peaks , Ont of the Frying-pan into 
the Fire, Deliverance obtained- by fin is like 
Jacob's bleſſing procured by lying, which was 
many waies imbittered to him s For none of all 
the Patriarchs had ſo many crofles as he. Sin is 
a worſe labyrinth than afflition : worſe to ſtay 
in, and worſe to get out of, So David found it 
when he would have concealed his ſhame inthe 
matter of Bathſhebah by making #riah drunk, 
thac would nor do his buſineſs , neither did he 
ſce how he could cfftett his deſign without kil- 
ling him : and when that was dove , he was in 
a worle caſe than ever ; for then watered he his 
couch with his tears, then were his bones bro- 
ken. S0O Peter thought to have ſecured himſelf, 
by denying his maſter : but that denying coſt 
him dcarer than it is probable his:gwniog of 
Chriſt at that time would have done. +All that 
men truly ger by fin, they may put 1n their eyes 


(as we ſay) and not (ce the worſe. What had. | 


become 
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become of Fob if he had followed the wicked 


- counſel which his wife gave him, wheteby to 


pur an end to- his troubles? ſaying, Carſe God 
and dts | | 

Let thoſe that are tempted to repair their 
lofles by indire&t means, think but of three 
Texts. *' The firſt is, Prov. 21, 6. The getting of 
treaſare by a lying tongue, is a vanity toſſed to and 
fro of them that ſeek death, The next is , Prov. 22, 
r6.. He that oppreſſeth the poor to encreaſe his riches, 
ſhall ſurely come to want. The laſt is, Jer.17.11. 
As the Partridge ſitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them 
zot * ſo he that getteth riches, and not by right, ſhall 
leave them in the midſt of his dates , and at his end 
ſhall be a fool. But as for thoſe that chuſe rather 
to ſuffer than to ſin, God taketh a particular 
care of them: witneſs Damel, preſerved in the 
Lions den; and the three children in the fiery 
furnace. They that fin under ſufferivgs, whar 
do: they-but-take in more lading in a ſtorm, 
whereas the uſual and beſt way 1s,to caſt our 
part of that lading which they had taken in 
before. 

O Lord, Idefire ro depend upon this, that 
thou knoweſt how to deliver the righteous out 
of temptations ; and that without their unrigh= 
teouſneſs. Ler nor the lot of the wicked fo 
lons reſt upon the backs of thy ſervants, as to 
make them pur forth their hands ro wickedneſs. 
Cauſe us to belieye, that thy blefling only fo 
maketh rich, as to add no forrow therewith. 
and let us never forget or miſdoubt what thou 
faidſt to thy ſervant Abraham, I am God ali- 
fufficient , walk thou before me and be uprighr. 


Doubtleſs a little which a righreous man hath 
. 1s 


js better than great treaſures of the wicked. Let 
me ever be perſ[waded (as I hope I now am) that 
innoccnt poverty is much more elegible than ill 


gotten proſperity. 
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DISCOURSE XXVII. 


Of preparing for our own diſſolntion, now we have ſeen 
the Jefirotiion of Loudone ; 


() Londen , arc thou gone before us ? who 
chought to have (cen thee in aſhes firſt > who 
thought char the ſtakes of his Tabernacle would 
not be removed, and the cords thereof loolned, 
will thou wert Icfc ſtanding like a ſtrong 
rower nor eafic robe demoliſhed , and as like as 
any thing to endure till rime its ſelf ſhall be no 
more ? How much leſs difficult had it been for 
a burning feaver to have conſumed me (and 
thouſands more ſuch as I am) rhan for ſuch a 
fire, as did that work to have conſum*d London ? 
For # my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones ? or 15 my 
fleſh of braſs ? as Fob (peaks, chap. 6.12, Such 
wasthe ſtrength of that Czty, and yet {ce where 
it lieth. As tor Londozx its (elf, it was a glorious 
City, beauritful tor ſcituation, and I had almoſt 
called ir the joy of. the whole carth , alluding 
to What was (aid of Mount S:0v, P[al.48.2, ( ro 
be (ute the.joy of the three Kingdoms) but the 
inhabitants of Loxdox , as to their bodies, what 
were they.bur dwellers in houſes. of clay, whoſe 
foundation is in the duſt, which might be cruſhr 
before the morh? Job 4.19. Who look not upon 

| ſtrong 


ſtrong-built houſes as things more durable than 
their inhabitants ? who did not hope if they 
were their own, to tranſmir them to their chij- 
dren , and childrens children ro many gecnera- = 
tions > And yet we fee that they are 1o the duſt 
before us. And is not that a fair warning to as, 
as it might be ro an aged infirm perſon, to fol- 
low a young luſtie perſon to the grave. If this 
were done to the green tree, what may not the 
dry expett ? It the beſt houſes in London were 
half a year ſince not really worth three years 
purchalc, how ever men did value them , how 
ſmall a purchaſe may our lives be worth far 
ought we know? Many might reckon to lay 
their ruins (their carcaſſes I mean) in che bow- 
els of London, but who ever thought to have 
had his carcaſs interred in the ruins of Londox ? 
as ſome have had already. A little time - 
hath produced a greater change than our great 
change would be, why then ſhould we pur the 
' evil day of death far off? why ſhonld we pro- 
miſe our ſelves length of dates, as if the preſent 
ar might not put a period tous, as well as to 
a ſtrong and ſtately City, that was likely to have 
outslaſted a thouſand .of us. . 

How reaſonable is it ther for us whoſe lives 
are bur a vapor , to expect but a ſhort continu- 
ance in this world, at leaſtwiſe not to expe any 
Jong duration here ; to ſay with the Apofle,The 
p19 15 ſhort, Yea, how needful is it we ſhould 
rake the counſel which Chrift gives, Luke 12.35. 
Let your lotns be girded about , and yonr lights bur- 
wing, And yonr ſelves like men that want for the 
Lord, that when he knocketb they may open to him 111- 
weaiately, AS there is no preparing for _ 
with 


> x <a , | 
withour thinking\ot it, ſo who can think of 
death, and not delire to prepare for it? if the 
deſtru&ion of London admoniſh us to number 
our dayes, it doth no lcfs, to apply our hearts 
to Wiſdome. Who would be willing to dic un= 

preparedly, that thinks art all of dying? | 
Thar you may know what I mean by prepa- 
redneſs for dearh, take this account. [hen isa 
man fit to die, when he is in a condition to die 


both ſafely and comfortably : when he is tranſla»+ 


red from ſpiritual death to life , and kriowes 
himſelf ſo to be. He that is not (o tranſlated, 
hath no fitneſs art all ro dic, he that is and knows 
it not, is fit in one ſenſe, and unfit in another: 
is partly fir, bur not ſo compleatly, bur he thar 
both is fo, and knows himſ<lt to be ſo, bath all 
the efſenrials of firneſs for death, thoughcif a 
man be in the atualexerciſe of grace and diſ- 
charge. of his duty, ir muſt be confeſſed thar 
doth give him ſomewhat more of an aCtual and 
accompliſhed fitneſs, than the meer habits of 
grace and of aſſurance can do. He that hath 
mage bis calling and ecle&ion (ure, he thar is 
ſealed.u T9 the day of redemption by the ſpirit 
of prtrme® he that can ſay with Pas!, he knows 
1n Whgm he hath truſted, and as St. Jeb», we 
know tHe we are of God; I ſay is fitto die. 
He .that hath not that firneſs for death, but yer 
deſires.to have ir, let him make it pareof* every 
daics work to ger it; let him be daily leatning 
how to die. Hath God afforded no meanes 
whereby to bring us co a fitneſs for death ? whar 
1s prayer, reading the Scriptures, hearing the 
word, conyerſe with Chriſtians, examining our 


{elves,ferious meditation of ſpiritual and eternal 
; things, 
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things,avoiding the occaſions of evil;keeping our 
hearts with all diligence? Is it likely that a man 
ſhould coaſcionably uſe all theſe meanes, and not 
attainthe end of them? why then is: faith ſaid to 
come by hearing the word preached.? why'is the 
word called the miniſtration of the ſpirit ?. why 
ſaith Pax to the Galathiars, Received: ye not the (pi- 
rit by the hearing of faith > Gal.3.2, why did Chrift 
caunfcl men to ſearch'the Scriptures, ſeeming to 
approve their thinking, that in them we'bave e- 
reroal life ? why doth Chri/# ſpeak of our hea- 
venly father, giving his ſpirit.to them that ask 
him? why doth he ſay, Ak avd it ſhall be given 
you, ſeck, and: ye ſhall finde, knock and 1t fhall be 
opened to you, Mat,7. 7, For every one'that atketh re- 
cerveth, and he that ſecketh findeth, andto him that 
knocketh it ſþall be opened werſ.' 8. why nauſt all 
that come to. God, believe that God is a rewarder 
of all chem that ſeek him diligently > Zeb. 11. 6, 


It ſeems ta conſiſt but ill with fuchrexts as theſe, 
for us to look upon the means which God hath 
appointed as in{ignificantand incfiefual. And 
ſecins they are not fo,let us diligentlyuſe them 
tn order ta. our preparationfor death;/.now at 
leaſtwiſe that' God hath ſpared us (olong as to 
fee Loxdox laid inthe duſt before us. i 1 


Now: God: hath fired your neſts over: your 
heads ( dear friends and much lamexted (uizens ) 
will not each of you fay as Davida, Pſal, 55-6, 
O that 1 had wings like a Dove ( which 1s the em- * 
bleme of innocency) for then would 1 flie away, 
42d be at reft. I ſee no great reaſon we now have 
ro be fond of life, if we were bur fit ro die. May 
we not ſay with Some, we have {een an end of 


all perteFtion? Seeing we have brought torth an 
| [caboa 
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Taebed (ſo far as concernes our ſelves only,and 
in reference to this World) whEF great matter 
had ir been, if with Eh's daughter in Law we 
had died in Childbed? Now who would notlong 
ro be. diſſolved, as Pal did, it he could but ſay 
with him, #e know if onr Earthly Honſe mere 
diſſolved, we have a building of God, an Honſe nat 
wade with'hands,eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor.5.s. 

O ſee then as concerning Death, there are 
three leſſons tobe learnt from this ſad providence, 
Viz tO expect it, to prepare for it, and to be wil- 
ling to ir. To expeCt it, is the way to prepare 
for it * and when once prepared for it, we have 
no great reaſon, after ſuch a deſolationgto be un» 
willing to it, 

O Fond I dare not ſay, as Elijah did, 1 Kings 
19. 4. It 1s enough, take away my life, He might 
bercer {ay ſo than 1. Poſſibly he foreſaw by 
ſpirir of propheſie, that fiery Chariot whichwas 
intended to carry him to heaven, 2 Kings 2, 12. 
Yet. neither he nor I may ſay ſo by way of dif 
content-O Lord,I have many things to deſire, as 
10 reference to death,ler me not die till I am wil 
ling,make.me willing whenl am fit,let me know 
I am fir whenT amrcally fo,that] may be willings 
make me early fic,thart I may be timely willing 
yea deſirous to be diflolved , and whenſaeyer T 
am deſirous to dye, ler me alſo be contented:to 
live, it thou have any wark todo for me. Ler 
me only deſire that thou maiſt be glorified im 
me, . whether by life or death. Lord what wark 
do I and ſome others make of dying, as'it 'if 
were more for us to die, than for Lo»don tobe 
burnt'to aſhes. Did Aaros make any ſuch ftir 
about it? Up he went to Mount Hor. Moſes 
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z&r bis Sox: Nwwyb. 20. 26. And me thinkshe 
made-no mM of ir, than if he had pur off his 
cloaths to go to Bed, or than if with Enoch, he 
had bcen about ro have been tranſlated, rather 
than to have (cen death ; or with Chrift after 
his reſurre@ion, rather about to aſcqad than to 
dic, O Loyd have not ſome of thy ſerv\ncs 
known the time of their approaching Death, 
and knowing it, called their friends abour them, 
=—— age together, ſuns Pſaimes together, chear- 
ully confer'd abour that better world they were 
S0INg to, took their ſolemn leave of all their 
relations and friends, as if they had only been 
about to trayel into ſome far Country, from 
whence they were never like to return again,and 
chen compoſed themſelves to dic, as if they had 
only laid themſelves to fleep, and commended 
their ſouls into thy hands with no leſs chearful- 
neſs and confidence, than Men do their bags and 
bonds into the hands of faithful friends? May I 

ot (with ſubmiſhon ) defire to die upon rhe 

ame termes? :yer, if it. may ſtand wich thy 
bteſſed will, let me live to ſee London rebuilr in 
ſome competent meaſure : thy people re-unired 2 
England reſetled : Proteſtant Nations reconci- 
led each to other: thy Goſpel every where 
ſpread: this Land a Mountain of holineſs, and 
a valley of viſion, or if notall, yea if none of 
theſe; at leaſtwiſe clearly to ſce and read my 
ownname written inthe book of life: then ſhall 
I fay with good old Simeon, Now letteſt thou thy 
ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
ſalvation. | 
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